
From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Catherine Anderson
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 3:36:42 PM

 

Public Comment: Catherine Anderson
Date: 06/18/26, 3:34 PM

Drones- July 8 Hearing

I am srongly agains any drone or camera surveillance. 
What is happening with the data?
Who is watching?

Vote ‘absolutely not’.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Skydio"s Firs Responder program
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 5:48:04 PM

 

Public Comment: Skydio's Firs Responder program
Date: 06/18/26, 5:45 PM

Contract with Skydio, Inc. for a drones-as-frs-responder pilot program (RCA-
2026-00585)

Please vote no and do not allow this invasive and unnecessary program in our
city. 

I am SO concerned that approving this pilot program will lead to drones being
widely used in law enforcement in our city. There is no information about how
citizens privacy will be protected (if at all), or limits on where these drones can
fy or who they can flm. There is no guarantee that the video footage that is
captured will be kept private, or even kept within MPD. There are also no
prohibitions on what these drones can carry or drop(pepper spray and fash
bangs are demonsrated options by Skydio). It is scary to think about what the
MPD or ICE could do with something like this. 

There is already so much information out there about how detrimental the
Flock cameras are to our privacy and the safety, and this feels like Flock on
seroids and in the air.

The police don't need drones. Our community doesn't need drones spying on
us. Our community needs invesments in our schools, third spaces, youth
activities, health care, and opportunities for economic advancement. Drones
spying on us doesn't help with any of this.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 5:51:37 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/18/26, 5:49 PM

No, no, no. We do not need drones. Leave people alone. People wouldn’t do
car repair out of their driveway if they had paths to jobs that provide living
wages. They wouldn’t need to do illegal things if you’d be serious about
afordable housing. And they wouldn’t have issues getting jobs and housing if
you’d sop criminalizing everything under the sun.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Tracy L Hayek
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Public Comment: Tracy L Hayek
Date: 06/18/26, 7:38 PM

Drones as frs responder: haven't we had enough government surveillance
with the metro surge bs?? 
Bad idea!

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 8:12:23 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/18/26, 8:10 PM

2026-00488

I absolutely and wholeheartedly do not support any drone technology. As
someone in north mpls who has experienced things like illegal dumping and
auto thefts, this is not the solution I need in my neighborhood. Please vote no
and do not allow this to be piloted. This is one way to make my family feel way
less safe in our community. Use these funds to inves in community resources
that matter - like a grocery sore - not surveillance.

Ward: Ward 4

 

<!--[if !mso]-->

Unsubscribe from workfow id: 7589287727261572

© 2026 Smartsheet Inc. Privacy Notice | Report Spam | Provide Feedback

 

00 

lll 

lll 

mailto:Grant.Johnson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FhgxYcSUI6Szwr4SFs5pgEQ~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FF9nGvmRpfYPiacpaXwfJwDq_eUixxUMHm-5LV9FlAO8I0ju5Rb3B3qvGMj1_5KiOO19thNiual81fzhZRd0O2aZHO0imGKIrVM_Bsrm8rlRbq--1KG4oyubWK-9hIZm-W3_ft4e6TzqqSJZBymjthcYghIE73320GC2KIL39sEe_mWzU2UjOPuRlqCs7ZrceDWyn38mkXwWHySu6Ox0h4qPyBbFTgsWDG8ugzLMdr-smuFNoaCyXkxwT6I6KNgmh2PKmN5lHw0SPV3CAKZrBi0z-uAjsHzc_PfFcYkoHsUINHW716OHDJhXZ264eNr7HNZmDu1U0BIORk4OHLrbcxA~~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427304307%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9rzw1hh5YCl8FrnLUYlfkJnGEZQxcOMbDMEDsXjaaiw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FWkzrYl6-0p49ChQS1Uzwpw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2Fu2XqZyzPQN17Gm7Wi533wh5ScxWhFI4ice6Yip9h7J897B8bHFMv9gH6qjflqRMRDzL43xZax3_MI1Pqu-V_FvFCOdCyRWLQukA3zKexzdI_-0SKB71QeAzMVBdmWcme1JKuY7QkZ8ucXnk9Buy8BcGYbQnMnf9ds7rqH6o1b34~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427334372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UoeVWkoLaQPQWvKVeuTuVuwr8CehnfQN6CrPd2jK%2BP4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F-8226WsZJpP92Qa4TEKqsw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FfO590RXq6wF050YkDLoXz5fNqaGfSFK18ZhANCx7AYEeVIAAJWmORqpZATVWG9XydVW4V5XyH8hUCMLVzS-bDj4GCIPZNKd8DzVJ9W0Nb2O485cWZjPz8-ifZwiYCD6KMZeCTz7Uhk7mJSoeoU4xpzNvNxmxfrV9l2ohzBxoFeY~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427354724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eY2kPUGeBRy6qgNyParN7r6CuRctBDenYTsUUqg9eEk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FeDUbGiiUDhYRB250tOp2UA~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FXDP9Yn8mFx6m02hchTooM1DiJ7Vb-nh3x9V3M3xqJFKUdxA1nZ5UZMqvu2wPEhqyqujcXuQhUFhRkVkuxf0m-0yLEgqL1ncse2j_qlPGE8NXJDcLsXkq0RX1VWPOgIilDS7qOrGEhLHDiGWSjRx7LDP6iFoX1Ii0FRuUnbIDcH33oIlOtfdu8ZGiJSHNUUVHYWl-UfdiK9Oefr5eoG9zDTA1ZOVsY44EGjW6_MavOBs~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427374051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nEPSnJc8fHX3WkWA9XoEwbSC9GeacFoiGdFU786%2FlmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F_BPGCN1zwla4k6YCgQ6dtw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FkRRJskFN0PbGhB-aVD6DZDSwiX0Cc_9ZeTPqOtmxk5IwyrLyfM7IGt0_CW_5H4I2hDEeUGL2ZHIw-xgvQ7Wz8w_Bgihy5d1cbFgJRgONPUwlWEdN1H5M_6Utrm8Rcy_N6RtdHGgH8j0t7PTuJWM9YYHE-McUckXjUZL-An-l2VG9WgGoBi1MUpDuJSMeyZgR&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427392838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zN5X9NTx5rEwqtHH%2FBHy6kjoGJvijSoUxMD38ZhhKis%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FtGw0Nzq9AIZ-GMAIA4ULaQ~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FS3vuj0JsTk0fJqaF8Eju19sFPpu4KYjtcIFy8D-7Pyo7BW60mtkpsusk-o7rBw0rlLC6RrNsWruiUmcnCYdNoxUu_zpKgSenvvaJtBuu43NBtXoJvh71jHfxOf17P12uG83S7r1_PpYIRxiG0vLKCpJbT4mYfFhe9pmOR-FCUxtmlsiM5i0UBGp7kOWIkFc4&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cc008963a7349463c5fc008decd9fcd70%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639174283427411717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HG3YykZ1nBwzrEF%2Bffuftt%2BeDij3tNkLSj8P0Nsk%2Fcc%3D&reserved=0


From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 8:28:32 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/18/26, 8:26 PM

Drones as Firs Responder

Drones as Firs Responder (DFR) is an awful idea. The city doesn't even follow
up on illegal auto repair operations in residential areas or illegal dumping that
get reported to the city. We've been reporting illegal auto repair operations and
illegal dumping to Representative Vetaw for several years through 311 and
NOTHING gets invesigated and nothing changes. The DFR won't change that,
it will jus reduce our privacy.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Friday, June 19, 2026 8:00:42 AM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/19/26, 7:58 AM

No drones, community-centered solutions only!

I do not believe using drones is what Minneapolis needs. It would be far more
efective to give the large sum of money these drones would cos, and give it to
hyper local community-based groups to help their communities as needed in
regards to illegal dumping and theft. Creating a fund to relieve the coss of the
city charging residents for someone else’s error puts a fnancial burden on a
resident that did nothing wrong. This fund could be vetted with images, visits,
and or video. We saw this happen almos seamlessly with residents’ funds for
rent relief during and after Metro Surge. Insead of looking for the more
“technologically advanced” option, look towards what the community needs.
Our trus and respect has been ruptured by government entities since Metro
Surge. Invesing in surveillance does not sop the issue at hand. 

As someone who had illegal dumping and attempted auto theft take place, I’d
much rather have a sysem for support after it happens than drones trying to
mitigate before. Many residents, including myself, are already agains
surveillance like fock cameras. With drones, there is no way for a resident to
know where they are and when. Minneapolis needs leadership that is willing to
lisen to residents that want to help, and each other, even in times when we
forgo our values and need redirecting. Insead of trying to focus on the terrible
acts of auto theft and illegal dumping, I urge you to practice with me in
considering why it sarted. Did this individual desperately need money? Are
they unaware of food and housing support? Are they unaware of trash and
recycling programs? Are the resources available accessible to all residents
(physically and in terms of language support)? What are the consequences for
families when the person taking cars or dumping is a minor? 

Please take my compassion-led opinion that has personal experience to
vehemently disagree with using drones for mitigation of theft.
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Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Mike Hallenbeck
Date: Friday, June 19, 2026 9:33:07 AM

 

Public Comment: Mike Hallenbeck
Date: 06/19/26, 9:30 AM

Concerning the possibility of the City of Minneapolis pushing a DFR (Drones as
Firs Responders) program:

Drones risk becoming persisent "eyes in the sky," violating the Fourth
Amendment by enabling continuous, indiscriminate monitoring of
neighborhoods, backyards, and public movements without warrants.

While initially pitched for volatile, high-sakes incidents, DFR programs often
normalize routine aerial observation, tracking, and patrolling without clear
community guardrails

Setting up an active DFR program involves seep ongoing capital expenditures.
Coss for equipment maintenance, software, and dedicated safng frequently
divert limited tax dollars from essential ground-level frs responder resources
or preventative services.

There is limited third-party, objective research proving these drones
signifcantly improve conviction rates, long-term public safety, or general
emergency efciency.

Taxpayers should not foot the bill for this nonsense. There are more human-
centered public safety solutions we can inves in. Let’s look pas dysopia and
toward a future that brings people together.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Ariel Warne
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Public Comment: Ariel Warne
Date: 06/19/26, 5:08 PM

2026-00488

Absolutely NOT in favor of drones used as frs responders.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Friday, June 19, 2026 6:58:53 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/19/26, 6:56 PM

This is regarding ward 4 using drones for surveillance. I want to say that
invading the privacy of law biding citizens is not the answer to crime. I dont not
support this and may even move is this is implemented. The response to crime
is more police ofcers and harsher punishement for repeat ofenders. Its pretty
simple. Stopping crime should not be at the cos of my privacy and rights.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2026 1:31:49 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/21/26, 1:29 PM

We do not need to be spending money on drones. We need to be using that
money to hire people to help our neighbors. What about a social work clinic on
42nd and Lyndale? What about additional mental health responders? What if
we paid everyday people to clean up messes? Ofer additional dumping
permits for people who volunteer to get rid of trash? So many better ways to
spend this money.

Ward: 
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From: A Grey
To: Council Comment
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: drones as first responders
Date: Friday, June 19, 2026 12:55:49 PM

You don't often get email from andrea.e.grey@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

These comments were crafted by a friend and they express my exact sentiments on this issue.

________

Concerning the possibility of the City of Minneapolis pushing a DFR (Drones as First
Responders) program:

Drones risk becoming persistent "eyes in the sky," violating the Fourth Amendment by
enabling continuous, indiscriminate monitoring of neighborhoods, backyards, and public
movements without warrants.

While initially pitched for volatile, high-stakes incidents, DFR programs often normalize
routine aerial observation, tracking, and patrolling without clear community guardrails

Setting up an active DFR program involves steep ongoing capital expenditures. Costs for
equipment maintenance, software, and dedicated staffing frequently divert limited tax dollars
from essential ground-level first responder resources or preventative services.

There is limited third-party, objective research proving these drones significantly improve
conviction rates, long-term public safety, or general emergency efficiency.

Taxpayers should not foot the bill for this nonsense. There are more human-centered public
safety solutions we can invest in. Let’s look past dystopia and toward a future that brings
people together.

All Best,

Andrea 

Andrea E Grey
3437 18th Ave S Apt 2 
Minneapolis MN 55407
612-886-4127
andrea.e.grey@gmail.com

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.

I 

mailto:andrea.e.grey@gmail.com
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:andrea.e.grey@gmail.com


From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Monday, June 22, 2026 9:18:44 AM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/22/26, 9:16 AM

I vehemently oppose the use of drones for policing. I think it opens risk,
including misuse and potential violations of innocent people and property near
the site of use. I also have serious concerns about data collection and
retention. This is ridiculous and should not be implemented. I have yet to see a
jusifcation that actually matches real concerns in my neighborhood.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Byron Richard
To: Whiting, Jamison; Sheldon, Chelsea (she/her/hers); Council Comment; councilcomments@minneapolismn.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No No No to Skydio!
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2026 5:37:16 PM

You don't often get email from byronwrite@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Jamison,

Our DFL Congressional delegation would jump at this opportunity to act in opposition to
corporate support for genocide. 
 
I’m writing to voice my opposition to the proposed City of Minneapolis contract with Skydio.
Skydio is a major supplier of drones that Israel uses to commit genocide in Gaza. Minneapolis
City Council must continue to oppose contracting with companies that support the genocide.
In the hands of the Minneapolis Police Department, Skydio’s drones would also threaten the
human rights of Minneapolis residents. On July 8, please vote against the proposed ‘Drones as
First Responders’ contract with Skydio.

Byron
952 239 0752

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Sonya Kuznetsov Dufy
Date: Monday, June 29, 2026 1:48:32 PM

 

Public Comment: Sonya Kuznetsov Dufy
Date: 06/29/26, 1:46 PM

DFR pilot program

I urge you to vote agains exploring Drones as Firs Responders in
Minneapolis.
This proposal is about much more than technology and public safety. It is
about privacy, civil liberties, government accountability, and whether residents
can trus that surveillance tools will only be used as promised.
Hisory tells us they will not and especially not in predominately BIPOC
neighborhoods. 
Across the country, automated surveillance sysems have repeatedly been
used beyond their intended purpose. Recent invesigations found that police
agencies improperly shared and searched Flock license plate reader data for
federal and out-of-sate agencies in violation of sate law. Separate
invesigations have also documented ofcers using these sysems to salk
former romantic partners and other individuals for personal reasons. These
incidents demonsrate that even when policies prohibit misuse, access to
powerful surveillance tools can be abused, often without the public knowing
until long after the fact.
Once surveillance infrasructure exiss, the temptation to expand its use grows.
Today's emergency response tool becomes tomorrow's routine monitoring
sysem. Minneapolis should not assume that sronger technology automatically
leads to sronger accountability, especially when we already have a serious
accountability problem with MPD. 
These concerns are especially meaningful for many Minneapolis residents who
continue to carry trauma from Operation Metro Surge. During that time, drones
few repeatedly over neighborhoods throughout the night for months. For many
residents, the consant buzzing overhead was a continual reminder that they
were being watched. Expanding the routine use of drones without
acknowledging that experience risks deepening community misrus rather than
improving public safety.
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We have also recently seen that drones are not a subsitute for efective
emergency response.
During the June 2025 attack that killed Representative Melissa Hortman and
her husband, Mark Hortman, law enforcement deployed a drone inside the
home after ofcers encountered the suspect. Public reporting indicates the
drone located Melissa Hortman on the sairwell before ofcers ultimately
entered the residence. The incident has raised legitimate public quesions
about whether reliance on remote surveillance delayed direct intervention.
Regardless of the conclusions ultimately reached, this tragedy demonsrates
that technology alone cannot replace sound judgment, decisive leadership, or
well-trained frs responders.
The City Council should consider: What problem are we trying to solve, and
what are we giving up in return?
Every new surveillance sysem collects data. That data mus be sored,
accessed, shared, and protected. If other jurisdictions, with written policies,
audits, and oversight, have sill experienced unauthorized searches, illegal
data sharing, and personal misuse of surveillance sysems, Minneapolis should
not assume it will be immune from those same failures.
Public safety and privacy are not competing values. They are both essential to
a healthy democracy.
Rather than invesing in expanded aerial surveillance, Minneapolis should
continue invesing in people: adequately safed emergency responders,
violence prevention, mental health crisis response, community partnerships,
and evidence-based policing practices that build trus insead of eroding it.
Once privacy is los, it is extraordinarily difcult to resore.
I respectfully ask you to reject Drones as Firs Responders and insead pursue
public safety solutions that protect both our security and our consitutional
rights.

Ward: Ward 4
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Lisa de Felice
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2026 2:00:37 PM

 

Public Comment: Lisa de Felice
Date: 06/30/26, 1:48 PM

I do not support the move to use drones as frs responders in our city. With an
already bloated police budget, supporting inept and corrupt police, you are
suggesing that Minneapolis police put their feet up? take it easy? while drones
take to the skies to surveil and spy on my neighbors in North Minneapolis
under the guise of “frs responders.” I suppose perhaps this should be a relief
that police ofcers won’t be frs responders on the scene to murder Black
people as they are known to do. Ah, who am I kidding? They’ll fnd other
opportunities to do that! But I wonder—will the drones be afxed with guns? Or
tasers? This suggesion of using drones as frs responders is ludicrous and a
negligent use of money by a corrupt police department. Who suggesed this?
Can jus anybody throw out suggesions to the police department? Here’s an
idea, let’s make pigeons into frs responders to fres around the city! We can
attach buckets of water to their ankles and they can be sent to scenes of fre!
Since we’re putting ridiculous ideas up for vote…

Ward: Ward 8

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2026 1:19:14 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 06/30/26, 1:17 PM

2026-00609 Contract with Skydio, Inc. for a drones-as-frs-responder pilot
program

I am agains the oxymoronic use of "drones as a frs responder". A frs
responder is a person, not surveillance technology. I do not want to live in a
city that hopes the lates form of mass surveillance can some how magically fx
issues that require the hard work of people helping build community. The use
of drones separates the city into groups of watchers and those that are
watched, insead of building sysems and processes that engages everyone to
work towards positive outcomes. Please do not proceed further with 2026-
00609 Contract with Skydio, Inc. for a drones-as-frs-responder pilot program.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Kayla Devorak
Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2026 9:07:03 AM

 

Public Comment: Kayla Devorak
Date: 07/01/26, 9:04 AM

2026-0048

There is much to consider regarding participating in a 'drone as frs
responders' pilot program. More quesions arise than this program could
potentially answer. It also opens the door to more surveillance and the
continued erosion of trus with MPD and with the city. 

1. Do we know what residents of the cities that already use drones think about
the usage? Data was provided in the presentation, but there was no feedback
from residents who are living with this program. Gathering this information and
perspective should be considered before moving forward with adopting the
pilot. A real undersanding on how the drones impact the residents is
imperative. 

2. How is bias in the drone operators being addressed? 11 ofcers were sent
or will be sent to NM for training. Will these ofcers complete additional bias
training to ensure that the use the drone ethically and respond to all calls the
same? Do these ofcers bring multiple perspectives to the role? Do these
ofcers have any sanctions or reprimands as it relates to interacting with
Minneapolis residents in their performance record? Do these ofcers live in the
city? 

3. What actual guard rails will be in place and how will these function in
practice. Looking at current drone programs, how and where have these guard
rails failed to function? 

4. How exactly will these drones sop burglaries, car thefts, illegal dumping?
How do they work in these capacities? How are they intervening in these calls?

5. What community programs could actually solve these issues without the use

00 

mailto:Grant.Johnson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov


of drones?

This program isn't ready to be adopted until these quesions can be answered.
Programs like this should require deep research and undersanding of both the
data being collected, the perspectives of the residents living with it, and how to
ensure the ofcers responsible for this will perform their duties in the way that
they should. 

It has been proven time and time again across many decades that MPD cannot
be trused and will take every opportunity to worsen the conditions and
treatment of the residents they claim to protect. Adopting drones seems like
another way for them to continue this treatment without doing the actual work
of changing. 

Lasly, Council member Vetaw's comment about those on the North side being
comfortable with "this kind of Big Brother" is untrue and clearly indicates she is
out of touch with many who live in her ward and on the North side. There are
many of us living in North Minneapolis who have serious concerns about using
a program like this without further thought. 

Please do not move forward with this program until there's a better
undersanding of its impacts and how it could be abused.

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council
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To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Joshua Hermerding
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Public Comment: Joshua Hermerding
Date: 07/01/26, 12:44 PM

2026-00488

Hello.
My name is Josh Hermerding. I am a resident and educator of Ward 4.
Unfortunately, because I care for the children of our neighborhood in summer
school, I cannot attend this meeting.

I write to ask City Council and LaTrisha Vetaw specifcally to vote agains the
"Drones as a Firs Responder" pilot.

Remember how less than a few months ago, HSI and its internal agency ICE
were in town terrorizing our neighbors? According to MPR, currently MPD and
HSI maintain joint law enforcement invesigations across the city. That means,
if we vote for drones, the information MPD gets could be shared with the
agency that is allowed to use racial profling to send our neighbors to South
Sudan.
If you vote YES on this pilot, you are saying: YES, I approve of ICE in
Minneapolis; YES, I approve of racial profling of non-white people; YES, I
approve of black and immigrant neighborhoods being tesing grounds for
intrusive AI-driven technology. 

Please don't do the racis thing and vote YES. After months of exhausion
fghting ICE, please do the right thing for Ward 4. Vote NO agains this pilot.
Don't make our neighborhood your guinea pig.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Ward 4 resident
Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2026 11:18:48 AM

 

Public Comment: Ward 4 resident
Date: 07/01/26, 11:16 AM

2026-00488

I srongly oppose the "drones as public responders" pilot program in my ward. I
do not trus the assurances of the MPD that drones would be limited srictly to
emergency response and will not be repurposed for general surveillance. Our
community does not need surveillance drones, we need actual support,
resources, and services provided by human beings. This is not the way to
inves in a hisorically underrepresented neighborhood. Please inves in people,
not drones.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Amber Frederick
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Public Comment: Amber Frederick
Date: 07/06/26, 11:35 AM

2026-00609 2026-00488

I reject any attempts to gather and collect surveillance information on our
neighbors through companies that directly proft of of the genocide of
Palesinians. The company through which this is being proposed contracts
directly with Israeli occupying forces to perform surveillance. The North Side
deserves better than a city council representative pushing occupying
surveillance onto them. I would say I am disappointed in the city council,
Latrisha Vetaw specifcally, for bringing this forward, but that is a gross
undersatement. I am appalled. For a community who has experienced
immense isolation, police violence, and attempts at erasure, this is extremely
insidious to consider as an alternative to invesing in our neighbors. Do better.
Don’t become the oppressor.

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Michelle Stefen
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Public Comment: Michelle Stefen
Date: 07/06/26, 12:35 PM

2026-00609 and 2026-00488 lo

No drones in N Mpls pls. There are already enough cameras everywhere. We
don’t need extra surveillance Flying through the air. What makes a place safe
is community, ample job opportunities that pay well and bring
meaning/purpose, access to healthy and afordable food, parks and natural
places to gather and be outside in beauty, access to clean and afordable
housing, access to afordable healthcare, and places to pray and play. These
are the things to inves in. These are the things that make all beings safer. 
Thank you.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Per Wiger
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026 12:46:40 PM

 

Public Comment: Per Wiger
Date: 07/06/26, 12:44 PM

2026-00609, 2026-00488

Hello, 

I srongly object to contacting with Skydio (a company that profts of war
crimes and human rights abuses) for any reason. Furthermore, I object to MPD
or any other law enforcement body being provided drone weapons because
I've seen what these technologies do in Ukraine and I don't want to watch the
next MOVE bombing uploaded in FPV.

As soon as trafc cameras were deployed in Minneapolis the frs time cops
used them to salk a female ofcer. Across the country right now there have
been numerous reports of ofcers using fock cameras to salk and harass
citizens. If they are allowed the use of drones they will be used to salk and
harass people. The only quesion is, will we ever fnd out about it. 

MPD has continuously abused the trus and fnances of this city since the Jim
Crow era charter amendment guaranteeing budget and safng levels. Those
abuses grow more fagrant every year. Their heavy vehicles desroy our roads,
their response rates are abysmal, and their follow-through is worse. These
problems will not and cannot be solved with new toys and tech, they can only
be solved by radically transforming the culture and practices of the department.

The drone responder program will consitute 4th amendment violations while
not improving public safety in any way. I thank you for opposing it on its face.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Amy Johnson
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026 2:56:39 PM

 

Public Comment: Amy Johnson
Date: 07/06/26, 2:54 PM

2026-00609 and 2026-00488

I urge you all to vote agains this. This is a gross overreach of surveillance of
myself and my community. We do not need North Side community members to
continue to be over-policed. We KNOW this data will be used agains our
neighbors and will mos likely be shared with agencies and governments that
have no business getting this data. When people say, it sounds too good to be
true, it usually is. This is a "FREE" trial, but free is never free. Skydio wants
access to our data, and they are willing to pay for it by ofering their services for
"free". There are so many better options to making our communities safer.

Ward: Ward 1
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From: Wayne Cassman
To: Council Comment
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Drones as first responder
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026 4:22:59 PM

You don't often get email from wayne55412@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Council Members,

I am writing to ask you for your support for the Drones as First Responder proposal
being discussed at the July 8 meeting of the Minneapolis City Council.  I have been a
resident of Victory Neighborhood in the 4th precinct over 20 years.  I have seen many
changes in our neighborhood over the past several years, including a significant 
increase in illegal activities.  I believe that the use of drones would be very helpful to
law enforcement at eliminating criminal activity in our neighborhood.   

Activities that I have observed frequently occurring in our neighborhood include illegal
dumping of trash around abandoned businesses,  illegal operation of an automobile
repair business on the street in a residential neighborhood, and open drug dealing on
our street.

I have reported these incidents to authorities including 311 multiple times, however by
the time that authorities arrive the activity has stopped or become less obvious to
observers.   If we were able to have drones quickly respond to reports of criminal
activity, evidence of the crime could be documented and would provide further
support to law enforcement.  

I feel strongly that the drones as first responders would greatly enhance the work of
law enforcement, and enhance the quality of life for our neighborhoods.  Please
support this program.

Sincerely, 
Wayne A. Cassman 
4429 Oliver Avenue North
Minneapolis

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.
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From: Andrew Jarvinen
To: Council Comment; Amanda Kauffmann; Vetaw, LaTrisha
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Drones As First Responders public comment
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 11:49:22 AM

You don't often get email from andrewdjarvinen@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Hello Minneapolis Councilpeople,

Thank you for taking comments on the potential Drones As First Responders pilot
program. 

I believe there is value in the drone program but with guardrails.

Drones would enable faster response to criminal situations, which is an obvious win,
capturing video evidence where otherwise there would be none.

Drones could also shift certain tasks off of officers. Illegal dumping and illegal auto work
are low-priority calls for an officer, but could be documented by a drone in a faster, more
effective manner, resulting in more offenders being held accountable and more citations
being issued.

These type of surveillance functions could reduce the load on the police force, increase
the case closure rate, and increase the issuance of citations-- all good things for the
Minneapolis Police department.

However, it is important to note how annoying drones are. Nobody wants these things
flying in their neighborhoods, they're very loud and invade privacy of the citizenry. In
today's day and age, we are used to being photographed whenever we go out in public,
and we already have stationary cameras on busy corners, but it's very different when a
drone hovers over the block and or backyard.

I would want strict guidance defined for situations in which these drones would be
deployed, and have public comment and review of that guidance before the pilot
program be initiated.

I would also want to know about the data security around the program, i.e.- how is
personally identifiable information protected through the process?

And there are use cases with which I would not be comfortable. I would not want drones
taking actions in situations, i.e.- drones with guns, or drones that incapacitate or interact
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with the alleged offenders. It's a slippery slope between a drone with a camera and a
drone with a weapon.

Ultimately, I think the pilot program is appropriate if the right protections are in place,
but believe those need further investigation and review.

I appreciate you opening the program to public comment. Thank you for your
consideration.

Andy Jarvinen,
Fourth ward resident

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.



From: Joshua Keller
To: Vetaw, LaTrisha; Council Comment
Cc: Joshua Keller
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Invitation to Speak at July 8 Public Hearing
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 10:21:45 AM
Attachments: image002.png

You don't often get email from keller.joshua@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Hello Council Member Vetaw,

Thank you for your email and apologies for the delayed response.

Recently, I have been collaborating with four Minneapolis departments to address persistent
illegal dumping in Camden. Despite installing signs, paying for large trash dump clean ups,
surveillance, and fencing, as well as coordinating with neighbors, MPD, 311, and your office,
repeat offenders continue to target the area. It is frustrating to receive enforcement letters
regarding cleanup when I'm also investing my own time and resources to locate offenders who
often reside in other cities. The enforcement is directed at the constituency who funds the
city, not the criminals. From my years spent in Minneapolis, San Francisco, and Chicago, I've
learned that selective enforcement doesn't result in healthy communities. 

Unfortunately, I will be out of town during the public hearing. However, I want to offer my
strong support for the Drones as First Responder pilot program. I have witnessed how this
technology reduced illegal activity in San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley. Drones provide a
safe alternative to dangerous car chases and have significantly reduced car thefts and illegal
dumping—by upwards of 90% in the first month of implementation in San Francisco alone.

I would like to highlight the following points for the City's consideration:

  - The benefits of this technology significantly outweigh the low cost.
  - Established policies effectively safeguard civil liberties, private property, and civil rights.
  - The technology is used equitably and does not have an impact on protected classes. 

Our community needs the City to prioritize safety while protecting private property and civil
liberties. I hope these insights are helpful to the discussion.

Thank you,

Joshua Keller
Owner of 800 42nd Ave N. / 4217 Aldrich Ave N.

On Thu, Jun 18, 2026 at 9:53 AM Vetaw, LaTrisha <latrisha.vetaw@minneapolismn.gov>
wrote:

Hi Joshua,

 

I hope you are doing well. I'm reaching out because you've previously contacted us about
concerns related to illegal dumping, illegal auto repair activity, auto theft, or other
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neighborhood livability issues. I wanted to personally invite you to a public hearing on July
8 at 1:30 PM in the Council Chambers. If you're unable to attend, you can also submit
written comments to councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov.

 

If you've experienced these problems in your neighborhood, you know how challenging they
can be to address. The City is currently considering a Drones as First Responder pilot
program that could help improve response times and provide responders with real-time
information before they arrive on scene. In many cases, drones can reach an incident in
under a minute, helping responders better assess situations and more effectively address
ongoing issues such as illegal dumping, illegal auto repair activity, and related crimes.

 

Your perspective and firsthand experience would be valuable as the City considers this
proposal. If you're able, I would appreciate your participation at the public hearing and your
support for this effort.

 

Thank you for your continued engagement in helping improve our neighborhoods.

 

Best,

 

LaTrisha Vetaw

Council Member
Pronouns*: she/her/hers

 

City of Minneapolis – Ward 4

350 S. Fifth St. – Room #370

Minneapolis, MN 55415

 

Office: 612-673-2204

Cell: 612-322-1143

Latrisha.vetaw@minneapolismn.gov

 

*Why this matters
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-- 
JOSHUA KELLER CCRM
California BRE #02187126
MN Broker #40050504
m: 415-582-0001
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Sara Lavelle
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 1:17:09 PM

 

Public Comment: Sara Lavelle
Date: 07/07/26, 1:14 PM

2026-00609

I live in the 4th ward and I do not support the pilot program being proposed for
my neighborhood. 

These drones do not belong in our neighborhoods.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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Statement to the Minneapolis City Council
Re: Opposition to the Skydio Drones-as-First-Responders Pilot Program (Ward 4)

My name is Derek Harley, and I am a resident and North Minneapolis stakeholder submitting this
statement in strong opposition to the drone surveillance and response pilot program sponsored by
Council Member LaTrisha Vetaw.

North Minneapolis has carried the weight of over-policing and over-surveillance for generations. The
sound of helicopters and low-flying aircraft over our neighborhoods is not neutral background noise —
for a community that has lived through repeated trauma, it can trigger real, physical fear responses.
Adding a fleet of camera-equipped drones to that soundscape, marked as police vehicles and hovering
over our homes, does not make us safer. It tells us, again, that our neighborhood is a testing ground.

We do not need expanded aerial surveillance infringing on our Fourth Amendment rights. This is the
kind of program I would expect from an authoritarian government, not from a DFL city council member
— and it comes after a year in which our immigrant and Latino neighbors have already lived under the
shadow of ICE activity in this city. Placing a drone surveillance program on top of that fear, in the same
precinct, is not the message this Council should be sending right now.

If the City genuinely believes more enforcement capacity is needed, the honest answer is to fully fund
the police department and staff it properly — not to outsource first response to a for-profit drone
company with military and federal law enforcement ties.

And if illegal vehicle activity and unlicensed repair operations are truly the driving concern, there is a far
simpler, cheaper, and less invasive fix already available: enforce existing code against the repair shops
that illegally park vehicles on public streets for extended periods, blocking parking for the very
constituents Council Member Vetaw represents. Residents have filed complaint after complaint about
this for years. That is a code enforcement problem with a known solution — it does not require a drone.

I urge the Council to reject this contract and instead invest in solutions that respect this community's
history, its trauma, and its constitutional rights.

Respectfully submitted,

Derek Harley

Ward 4, Minneapolis



From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 11:22:52 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 11:20 PM

2026-0488

The use of drone technology by MPD is threatening to the community of
Minneapolis. Not only does it violate privacy, it infringes on consitutional rights.
There is already a lack of trus toward MPD, this motion will only create further
ethical issues and increase tension. The culpable negligence of MPD’s
repeated use of racis policing and excessive and lethal force with little-to-no
consequences for or accountability taken by MPD ofcers and the city of
Minneapolis as a whole is deeply concerning. The partnership with Skydio is
controversial at bes, and poses further severe safety risks due to the
company’s direct afliation to international operations. We do not need a
further militarized police sate here in Minneapolis. Lasly, drones cannot
perform life-saving measures such as CPR, or any other assisance that police
should be providing in emergency situations. This motion is clearly targeted at
unwarranted surveillance rather than “faser response times.” Absolutely no
drones should be authorized for use by MPD.

Ward: Ward 10

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Stacey I.
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 10:44:32 PM

 

Public Comment: Stacey I.
Date: 07/07/26, 10:42 PM

2026-0488

Using drones to assis in police work is a cosly misake, particularity now and
with Skydio. Using the North side of the city will perpetuate racial disparity in
policing and further contribute to our immigrant neighbors feeling threatened.
This is an irresponsible and unconsitutional use of the funds I pay as a
resident and property owner. 

The police do not need more expensive toys. They need efective training.
They need to work on winning back the community's trus. NO TO DRONES.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 10:37:09 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/07/26, 10:36 PM

This is a very bad idea. Please Please Please do not do this.

Ward: 

-
Public Comment: Johnathan Barkei
Date: 07/07/26, 10:34 PM

2026-00609

I srongly oppose the proposed Skydio contract. Skydio is a major supplier of
drones that Israel uses to commit genocide in Gaza. Minneapolis City Council
mus continue to oppose contracting with companies that support the genocide.
In the hands of the Minneapolis Police Department, Skydio’s drones would also
threaten the human rights of Minneapolis residents. We have seen frs hand
the efects of unchecked power and militarized law enforcement during the
invasion of the Twin Cities by federal agents. Continuing to militarize the MPD
and expanding the surveillance sate without accountability is actively
detrimental to the safety of our community and lays the groundwork for the
continued regression of civil liberties. On July 8, please vote agains the
proposed ‘Drones as Firs Responders’ contract with Skydio.

Ward: Ward 10
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 2:54:30 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 2:52 PM

2026-00609

Not only are my neighbors and I vehemently opposed to inviting surveillance
into the Northside, I believe that any incident that drones respond to in our
neighborhood will be escalated by their presence. Drones responding to minor
incidents would potentially be met with desructive behavior, increasing the
tension and causing MPD intervention. I invite you all to look on Facebook at
the community reaction to CM Vetaw's poss about this initiative. You will fnd
them overwhelmingly negative and if she pursues this, she will be acting
agains the wishes of the people she is supposed to represent.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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Public Comment: Jennifer K.
Date: 07/07/26, 3:37 PM

2026-0488

Regarding fle 2926-0488.
I am saunchly agains any use of the Skydio drones either as frs responders
or in any capacity, and further use of drones and police surveillance in general.
. Frankly, the police cannot be trused with them, nor can Skydio be trused as
they are a federal amd military contractor, and we know how the federal
government wants to treat Minneapolis. We should give them absolutely no
more ability to gain insight into our communities. Sjydio is also willingly
complicit in an ongoing genocide.

Ward: Ward 4
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: A Concerned Citizen
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 3:46:16 PM

 

Public Comment: A Concerned Citizen
Date: 07/07/26, 3:44 PM

I am srongly opposed to having drones used in MPLS. Regardless of this trial
period being free, it isn't a good look for us to be inviting this type of
surveillance into our city. Despite my councilperson's extreme desire to
implement this trial, there is little to no true info or guidance on very necessary
details. Where is the data held? Who determines if footage have value for
evidence or should be deleted? despite being deleted, does it say on the third
party server/database? How that third party protect our information? How can
these drones be "looking for and fnding suspects" or missing persons, or
whoever, without gathering footage from private property? There is so little
transparency. Our neighborhood doesn't need more surveillance (yes, it will be,
even if it isn't intended to be to sart with), it needs more invesment,
infrasructure, and true building up, not drones.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 3:55:35 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: Emer Grifn
Date: 07/07/26, 3:54 PM

2026-0488

I am appalled that our city is even considering use of surveillance drones. We
do not need to intrude on citizen's privacy, and the potential for abuse is very
high. Police can avoid accountability with drone surveillance that is already
under-regulated by the government. MPD has not demonsrated
trusworthiness and we do not need more excuses for invading people's
privacy. Skydio is also a military contractor and provides services that have
been used agains civilians in Gaza, so they are also not a company that we
can trus will use the data gathered ethically.

Ward: Ward 8

I don't know, share with all City Council

-
Public Comment: Echo
Date: 07/07/26, 3:53 PM

I am a disabled individual who lives in Minneapolis. I am not able to attend the
meeting tomorrow. But I adamantly oppose these drones. Please do not need
more gadgets and more funding. The government is already having overreach.
This kind of access is unconsitutional.

Ward: Ward 4
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (3 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 3:57:41 PM

 

Public Comment: (3 entries)
Public Comment: Miriam Kniaz
Date: 07/07/26, 3:56 PM

2026-0488

I am frmly agains using Skydio as the company for frs responder drones.
They are a military contractor, and are not trusworthy sewards of privacy, or
civilian priorities.

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council

-
Public Comment: Ashley
Date: 07/07/26, 3:56 PM

2026-0488

Absolutely NOT. Thank you!

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council

-
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/07/26, 3:55 PM
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I do not consent to my property being under surveillance, much less by a
company who is actively involved in a genocide. Absolutely not.

Ward: 
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 9:49:50 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/07/26, 9:47 PM

Do not engage with Israeli companies perpetuating genocide in gaza

Ward: Ward 8

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)

-
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/07/26, 9:47 PM

20260488

No to skydio drones

Ward: 

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 9:43:47 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 9:41 PM

Drones as frs redponders

As a resident of the city of Minneapolis I do not feel comfortable with drones,
especially by this company, to be the frs responders in our neighborhoods.

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 9:13:34 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: Sophia Lipset-Dean
Date: 07/07/26, 9:11 PM

Drones being used by police/frs responders

NO to drones

Ward: Ward 10

I don't know, share with all City Council

-
Public Comment: Maisey
Date: 07/07/26, 9:11 PM

I do NOT want drones to be used in the police force or for frs aid response
with this company. This company supports a genocide. Find a diferent source
and do more research. I will not support Israeli business.

Ward: 

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 9:04:53 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 9:02 PM

2026-0488

Please do not approve these drones!

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 8:33:26 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 8:31 PM

2026-00488

Please do not allow drones to respond to 911 calls. We deserve HUMANS
responding to emergencies, not robots that have no accountability. Skydio
drones have been used in the Gazan genocide. We should not give this
company a dime.

Ward: Ward 10

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Danielle Thurow
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 8:21:58 PM

 

Public Comment: Danielle Thurow
Date: 07/07/26, 8:19 PM

LIMS numbers 2026-00609 and 2026-00488

As a frmware engineer for the las decade, I can confdently say that a
technical solution to a human problem does not work. The Drones as frs
responders is trying to do exactly that.
Skydio's argument is it makes ofcers safer and improve lives in the precinct it
is deployed in. The solution to this does not require shiny new tech, it involves
ofcers building better ties with communities, which can't be done from a
panopticon drone hovering over their fellow civilians.
Skydio's plan is clearly to hook cities in order to lock in long term and
expensive contracts, while also using cities as tesing grounds and collecting
data to improve their product, and "improve" will defnitely involve more
surveillance and tracking. After all, what would make ofcers job easier if they
could simply track every person within the drone range at all times? Let's try
and go AWAY from the fascis dysopia, not towards it.

Speaking of, during operation metro surge, many of my neighbors became
terrifed of drones, sure they were being used by ICE to kidnap anyone and
everyone. I became the technical expert helping people undersand the
cabapilities and threats from potential sightings. Those scars are sill very
fresh, and introducing more drones into the skies will absolutely reopen those
wounds for many people.
This program is not needed and I reques you do NOT move forward with it.
The solution to this problem sadly isn't fun new tech, it's the old sandby of
building face to face community. 
Thank you for your time.

Ward: Ward 12

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Sonia Krech-Jacobsen
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 7:13:06 PM

 

Public Comment: Sonia Krech-Jacobsen
Date: 07/07/26, 7:10 PM

I am a Saint Paul resident who spends a good deal of time in Minneapolis.
Overall, it feels very safe, in large part to how connected and involved
communities and neighborhoods are around the city. 

I hage witnessed ofcers sorm into situations that warranted a friendly greeting
and some safety quesions. Ofcers already have the attirude that they are in
battle with the reaidents. 

i do not support the addition of using drones in the police arsenal of equipment.
drones further separate ofcers from the people and add a level of misrus that
no one needs to increase. Drones won't help the overall issues impacting the
police department and will only harm whatever trus residents have for their
integrity.

Ward: 

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Brooklynn
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 7:10:05 PM

 

Public Comment: Brooklynn
Date: 07/07/26, 7:07 PM

2026-0488

No.

Ward: 
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 4:00:01 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 3:57 PM

2026-0488

I do NOT give consent for drones to be on or above my property while you look
for crimes. Not when you already have zero accountability on MPD. 

A drone can't do CPR. A drone can't assess medical condition. If you have a
medical professional to operate the drone, why the heck aren't they out with
EMS? 

The ONLY ethical use of drones as frs responders is as part of the fre
department, to HELP look for people in burning buildings. A drone cannot
replace a member of the fre team doing a full sweep, but they can assis into
getting into tight places! 

Even there, there is data privacy concerns with Skydio -- they could easily
share local data with federal agencies, and given the issues we've had with
federal overreach, that's not safe for Minneapolis residents.

Ward: 

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 6:59:39 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 6:57 PM

2026-0488

The money this coss taxpayers is not worth the squeeze. If you're worried
about the safety of North Minneapolis, try invesing in initiatives that give to the
consituents insead of taking away and provide further surveillance of the
town.

Ward: Ward 9

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 6:46:10 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 6:43 PM

2026-0488

NO, WE ABSOLUTELY DO NOT WANT MORE SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS.
NO DRONES, NO FLOCK, RESPECT OUR FIRST AND FOURTH
AMENDMENT RIGHTS.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 5:55:47 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 5:53 PM

2026-0488

I do not support this idea of using drones as frs responders. It seems like a
wase of money and highly unlikely to be useful. Also I do not think the police
need more toys.

Ward: Ward 5

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 5:50:33 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/07/26, 5:48 PM

Skydio Trial

Keep Skydio OUT of Minneapolis! As a resident of Ward 4, I am completely
disappointed in CM Vetaw for putting the safety and privacy of residents in
danger. I have privacy concerns, and concerns for how much the surveillance
technology will cos after the trial, as well as how these drones are assising in
genocide in Palesine. Please keep surveillance technology out of our city!

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: North Minneapolis Resident
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 5:41:52 PM

 

Public Comment: North Minneapolis Resident
Date: 07/07/26, 5:39 PM

2026A-0325

I support adopting the drone pilot program. Anything that can increase safety
and speed of help in my North Minneapolis neighborhood is welcome. Of
course the city will need to ensure the non involved citizens privacy in using
this. It is the 21s century and our neighboring cities already have this
technology.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: C McDonnell
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 5:02:37 PM

 

Public Comment: C McDonnell
Date: 07/07/26, 5:00 PM

2026-00609

Please do not approve the contract with Skydio, Inc and leave drone
surveillance of the table. This is a deep intrusion of our privacy. Minneapolis
residence were forced to endure federal drone surveillance this las winter and
it was unsettling and disurbing to be spied on by my government in this way.

Ward: Ward 12

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 4:51:38 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/07/26, 4:49 PM

please, no drones by a company that provides information to forces that kill
civilians…as in Gaza

Ward: 

-
Public Comment: Todd Downing
Date: 07/07/26, 4:49 PM

Whether it's a good idea to trus MPD or any other law enforcement agency
with drone technology (it's not) is a separate quesion. Should Skydio be the
supplier of those drones? Absolutely NOT.
Their involvement with the IDF is an automatic deal breaker. Added to that it's
complicity with the Trump adminisration makes them uniquely unqualifed and
unwelcome to operate in the Twin Cities or to receive our tax dollars.

Ward: 

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Lee D.
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 4:28:57 PM

 

Public Comment: Lee D.
Date: 07/07/26, 4:26 PM

2026-0488

VOTE NO to using Skydio drones as frs responders. The police don't need
more taxpayer money to buy expensive toys. No to drones to spy on people,
no to military contracts that are connected to murdering people in Gaza.

Ward: Ward 13

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 8:35:46 AM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: 
Date: 07/08/26, 8:35 AM

2026-00609 and 2026-00488

Drones will NOT make north safer!!! Inves more money in infrasructure and
community initiatives, not these ridiculous policing ideas that will have zero
productive impact on the ground.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council

-
Public Comment: benjamin melançon
Date: 07/08/26, 8:33 AM

2026-00488

Drones will be traumatizing, full sop. The overuse of police helicopters already
is, and we want it to sop. North Minneapolis needs less surveillance and fewer
"frs responder" police ofcers. We need more detectives solving violent
crimes, and more JUSTICE, economic and social, reducing the incidence of
community harm overall.

As an afected resident, i am completely opposed to the drones as frs
responders program proposed by Mayor Frey and Council Member Vetaw
using Skydio Inc. 

Absolutely no to the genocide partnering LIMS numbers 2026-00609 (Skydio
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contract & legislative directive) and community traumatizing and spying on
2026-00488 (Drones as Firs responders pilot program details).

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 7:39 AM

2026-00609, Drones as Firs Responder Pilot Program

To my city council members,

I am a parent and union worker whose family resides in the Shingle Creek
neighborhood. I srongly urge you to reject this proposal from Skydio. While
this pilot program is marketed as “free,” I believe the fnal cos to myself and
my fellow North Minneapolis neighbors will be too high.

As a parent, it is ever more evident how watched my neighborhood is — and
that doesn’t make us feel safer. While this program purports to be in response
only, I am full of misgivings. Given MPDs hisory of misapprehension of
technology for uses other than presented, and the recent incursion on our
rights by federal forces, there is not enough trus on the ground for this to be a
sound decision for Minneapolis. I urge the city to approach this with utmos
caution. The growing push for corporate-supplied surveillance in our
communities is too much, too fas, and too unregulated.

What happens when the "free" pilot ends and we have to fund the continuing
program? We need money to care for our people, not pay a subscription to
give more of our data to a company that uses the same drones over military
occupation. The city budget is already srained, and where the city chooses to
put its money speaks volumes. I have family and acquaintances who work at
HCMC and who have had to deal with the uncertainty and loss that comes
when our hospitals and healthcare aren’t prioritized. I have family who are left
to lift the burden of underfunded education and cut programs for their sudents.
Rather than funding more tools for MPD, we should be oriented towards lifting
up the Minneapolis residents who have been left scrambling.

I appreciate the need to respond to emergency situations quickly. I can
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certainly see the benefts of more awareness in emergency situations.
However, I would rather put my trus in better trained, better supported
dispatch and frs responder saf than a shrunken sysem that seems to
prioritize efciency and closing calls. Eliminating the human response in
emergency situations doesn’t make us safer. Eliminating further connection
with actual people in the community doesn’t build trus. What happens in the
insance of a wrong call? Who takes on that responsibility?

Thank you for hearing my concerns, and I hope that you will reject this
proposed program.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 7:33 AM

I have lived in Minneapolis for 5 years. I don't want drones being used by the
police. My kids are already terrifed of sleeping at night after ice drones kept
coming super close to the neighborhood houses.
Protect our privacy. No drones for the police!

Ward: 
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Jake Holcomb
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 5:08:01 AM

 

Public Comment: Jake Holcomb
Date: 07/08/26, 5:05 AM

This is unacceptable and dysopian, it's agains everything American. Down
with the surveillance sate.

Ward: I do not reside in Minneapolis

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Carolyn Ritter
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 2:51:33 AM

 

Public Comment: Carolyn Ritter
Date: 07/08/26, 2:49 AM

2026-00609

I'm opposed to beginning a pilot program with Skydio, frs because it seps
towards privatizing a public service- then giving a private company access to
our data, information and videos of citizens. Many of us have felt
uncomfortable with the use of drones to surveil Minneapolis - especially during
Metro Surge. Adding a dedicated private owned surveillance sysem will not
enhance or resore public trus, and is unlikely to provide even a false level of
security to citizens. 
Furthermore, free isn't free. If Skydio is interesed in giving their services away
temporarily, we are the commodity.

Ward: Ward 12

I don't know, share with all City Council

 

<!--[if !mso]-->

Unsubscribe from workfow id: 7589287727261572

© 2026 Smartsheet Inc. Privacy Notice | Report Spam | Provide Feedback

 I • II • 

mailto:Grant.Johnson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FZrHE7we5tXi2UDuz2dmkUw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FWTsDcKe9V8ry4QLn_hSpOTB94Ylh5LanMr9Z29DXO5DKXJcSJAj77VcSoq0H2DYWQ1zj8vvMiJ0CqHlPrFvD4_lmnyQKQV69vSlKYrkxkypnmBwlIXfUhuxDlm7e9KhSC3ZK6ENJC7AU_Fx6rcK7ub1czT7o7v0UOlO8NIWJVM4gwhZB-XZzyFI9GzYLPR4ebkBpOweCXkyXVETmh5tmtTKSPDkAn2zcmZuTLV2ozJtIRUurgh47AbM25QYQ-LEulh-8BnAZdIF2kAapk6rtE88urJH5rgJ8COKCoQxhaTEknJ_MC7cd0yeMogMRb7bZ29u9AO4tvGJcy5_PR2QVdA~~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931592585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GHSbJXcTYyWvrJ6eGS3CKcprt6a28FoJMOD%2BxRcXhVI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fn0oZnfRBGtzenllusYiEcA~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FYP1J92X1lDvAnsPr_LOUGlvkovgFAEDWpPK6-4BNli6BHGojvkyNB7EuZE_FFaIJZKDVgsrcJHSpkBCSsAdpg3hcDmwg3z7C5X9lGWK_Et96q7fxmU03vxjO5xyn4st2z1ge9NRRAA7QAICIlgGEeIaUwPRYX4oi-iBEKZi9mE8~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931626493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mC6%2B3h53mdtLncPcwq1obGf6GsfWvW3gfndQ8Xh9u58%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F6G3_1b5OBmphCE3reLb9rw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2Fc1mkSWBNQuti_lo93zEGT-o1zzwLkGW6fC2s5f86pQhwvOpj-3e65W3v2Vt7kkMcS8fZJoW23zBNNkoDeVaP4ASLT7selH8Qxe-TzilTppnMlJaoAJK7bKAS723mSoO_iLPNoQOaxl1jqqfVJzhrnOA_sQBSr0LZv9SE2WsTKMM~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931647444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C3FKU2rO4CuJNP41NUZg%2FQPqmiH6YKEFni1xuMwEP5c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FIvPhPrQcseVgtlIivs7i_g~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FHsM3gYI6ovgJQn9n-_32eavm4koM3543ZyUySeMYNQKHKOGXCbOpqqMrIquEp-Uq_o1-UqFfFCjXkigzYZ7NWrLOKZKwz----MF-VZAleDw_jdx619d4W_KD3p-dF2TL6_CcACfFWOgiwxmed-gBGxjz5xz3ScCV0pNj34O494Pg9F0s4aV-lcNNymoWCCF_zHphCXtbOWk3SuUUTrpER69jd5aigYSsRKkOHLylwfc~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931665583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7kILr%2F4zKqKvQRi%2FO%2BI4j6T8catdIVHqEqaGJ5kQ4wk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FsUS8jsNlHxuwRNJP4REJuQ~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FULHRu2gfpb5FC2p4rFbKgHUpGLXBIb8CpvYu0ygxbh22JpBcUS72lM9kBqHhLVGbgBM95gx-xdYq6MBXnLJXgCTxIo0YdOifgviq-JUfgTcRxr27GYwsfIZDKNvVbJUQJ0z7HLpDF6lJZsmfMLuVnlN9BWoID3ti--IGxWNYG3PerSx9xjwLvD-TFhdHOLQT&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931684037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I7n4CJXQq5zGR2DBEPiMkdJXazXKnjyzjOyU1uQwD9c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fw7VgmethY9oaxoyoO_hTUA~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FdgZggqhXDVKAWNCb-egSCnCyAiYQDewYu1bbXRgn5do801NpnNDxOwR3DMiTIw2lQySujloeW2zm5JKeZPkXusYgYLkNpmGsxuPfMNQpHDaBsFRfMLDvXN-a72GUjxSOP730JTHX3zMLFlHsAvcsMIODIZRex_oMf7r1e2zDz89uJnlKRgbkXQnph6vGlFJ-&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cb36c1f0bb2584eeda5de08dedcc5b80c%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190938931703550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zgVfYdrwFri0uolcvRf2FdgKVwuGGj9AYx3zRsZkFtU%3D&reserved=0


From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Adam Beers
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:40:36 AM

 

Public Comment: Adam Beers
Date: 07/08/26, 1:38 AM

2026-0488

My name is Adam Beers.
I lived through Operation Metro Surge and I remember helicopters overhead,
armored vehicles going pas, and feeling like my own neighborhood had
become occupied.
That experience changed how I think about surveillance.
Now we're considering autonomous AI drones from a company that's shifted its
focus from everyday consumers to policing and military contracts. We're told
they're about public safety. But once surveillance tools become normalized,
they rarely say limited to their original purpose.
I don't want future generations to grow up thinking it's normal to have AI-
powered police drones watching their neighborhoods.
I've seen what over-policing feels like. I don't want us invesing in technologies
that take us further down that road.
Please vote no.
Thank you.

Ward: Ward 9

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Samuel Spenader-Roark
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:12:11 AM

 

Public Comment: Samuel Spenader-Roark
Date: 07/08/26, 1:09 AM

We have seen MPD members abuse surveillance technology for personal use
regularly enough that it should be obvious that giving them anything farther to
spy on us with it's a terrible idea.

Ward: Ward 1

 

<!--[if !mso]-->

Unsubscribe from workfow id: 7589287727261572

© 2026 Smartsheet Inc. Privacy Notice | Report Spam | Provide Feedback

 I [I] II [I] 

mailto:Grant.Johnson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FABSNLEnpDtlg2Zhvpd0gOg~~%2FAARF7xA~%2F0ZJLavP0fWK3bzuxlKRC2bztkLfsAOQABn__H4cG0uDoTjUI-YfdoLey4NJMsuzxKjqkzckKWYUuLsRDAfqNuBblQOCKE9NZWZftL1xmLqvbH2kJdtoLM-1s26gjb4k83FLrDyXOyo_0NrOMcTFTo6cZupeNgQUNqz0Tx2n-qfbMIN1tbCDJCJ0lhMCsEnBFRhbJPmT2tKlMp1egekPx-Mm0NAOksq8q9cXl4JDB9Z4gTv3jWGaiT28VS3bH_kIrWtM8J8YBwMsf33STjB7C4yv8jCf3O1w0XND58KGxwHhYguojLQADD-Ywd5HdiMcCeFgblSD7Geo278Hp1pJilQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310352902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0FWCYrA%2Bl1v5D7BtZNtZuKgZUNlFiHcdamXHc0OjRy0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FCBeqo1JtNxby7lXJXNNbxw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2F0-zYJ5znYgHxw92155YBI58k1NPjV3HZ8MsUt0HOgdamjSnHBbvb5yVZbBX59jnEVO_2uhGbjuej3_mJ_JLFyBz4TNopt93b11BYDXYJr3v21i-vuC6oVhX-ZQUvMlUf3J6BpuRsjK5Mo2D8g_po7upfSWtG_BrqO-0QSLO2RJM~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310383260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IfLYSCatUPZJKT9i%2FD%2Bc0TYxI%2F9OTT0uE%2FKjj5LTGPk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fb4yQoSLaSKMCNPWAvA-XHQ~~%2FAARF7xA~%2F9cVCSlW-4yMsEFBYPCGLVWenAXofFCcmX3pDgMDZPWIx9E0-Y7d8UQALSRWir1LY8Typ0UySfDrPMbvt3larBSJjrm5101tLzL2fS2otUGvsrGfnzRt2x2CKm9N_04wgLJ-tLBVPdOQH0JOp63znjbrUJBRCL_WG9PfInSJBqWQ~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310399898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tM2FgYnWZ4zoTSDeor0oMz8Dj6osXCY6%2FqqYH1aPifo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FoPmTSNDX_yOMXN9qej1gsw~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FPtGdhwSevPg9hGsWRe57YybU05y-T4ngqkrb8IWdH-FckrmMSa_WeOvvVO-t8crAql50dmqUXj1pnqTwlEAkDK8JgnpAhRCb0iDawFCGyTGeUuHEbYlYSS3OvDQ9FyMhMXmWZA-1zpx105_PiCweEKtko_FKMnWgEwBkVrDW2mitgBzMJRa7AUXcSSzfK8sddcntn6EBVt5Be4hcjt7il48S2HwSl_suHlYa0SJXHb0~&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310417127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UAdjppjSSOyIDMItsN40o5B0D2Vt0DLFvfgATxPAPms%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FaGCQtddjRWtq5h5M4VZQlg~~%2FAARF7xA~%2FPEDKr8WWjF-A9J90P51udE2ncj1NfowiGBnvTT44cpkJ_QEPL6MGA84VAF2OhRvOc8MRf5S_t3n35r51aL4QwGrjJZWaON5MRdRkxXUYQ2Mw4Niy-rSoAFGYOizqKSaTKcbNli4QPyiVExrijnNvuTRDjWYKmEStEoMV9-H96ikoxLlZ3Vy81WbERUDrOw5T&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310436366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G8ww8P4bMLo47Sk6VKNX3QyvWAQ9RPB5jPpnyDEiCL8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.smartsheet.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FhgavBU7qydHLycybI1-v4Q~~%2FAARF7xA~%2F-Ig_3SYClwbly3z2p5NZ4L0p28u0i4FUkgWWxFfeTqjy-jvJ5kL0yTI_lPg8uONVa9g2w_FZujXiGmAOJCZci2OTm5_gvTkH93b2HRFBADfiLNgbV4uCrZlxvyLxerX3__HcYB7SHgCc8-t1v_NnnM8DkYLqHeI42fEx-T5M_4f24hpXi_ybV_Cry8g7bOkp&data=05%7C02%7Ccouncilcomment%40minneapolismn.gov%7Cca48844b2c6d48c689a908dedcb7d52a%7C0bfb3f5ae8ea4d54b0212b2f910c715f%7C0%7C0%7C639190879310455739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tUZrZ6z%2B0oTamIwP%2FmMujHHctluUgCQRBALuQobZPzc%3D&reserved=0


From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Brian Chval
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 12:23:59 AM

 

Public Comment: Brian Chval
Date: 07/08/26, 12:21 AM

2026-0488

As a Minneapolis resident I absolutely reject any contracting with Skydio. For
one, City Council and the representative of my ward know full well that MPD
cannot be trused to use tools responsibly, and in fact are guaranteed to use it
to abuse the public. The AI and surveillance capabilities of these drones have
far reaching implications, and MPD has already reached far as it is, with their
extensive surveillance network esablished in the aftermath of their murder of
George Floyd. Beyond that, Minneapolis residents have been subjected to AI
and surveillance-driven brutalization during Metro Surge and are sill in the
crosshairs of the Trump adminisration. Anyone who believes that this program
will have no relation to these facts is ignorant to the point of public danger.

On top of all of that, Skydio has a well documented relationship with Israel and
use in the mass surveillance and murder of Palesinians. That alone should be
disqualifying jus on a conceptual level, but let me tease that out further. Many
of the methods of rule and surveillance that our government enables Israel to
develop on Palesinians are exported and further developed around the world,
return to Palesine, and go out again. This a consant loop of heightening
deadly repressive technology. We cannot aford to be another data point in that
loop. We mus protect our safety and refuse to sharpen the tools to threaten
the safety of others, like Palesinians.

Some people will attempt to frame this as jus a trial run, what's the big deal?
The big deal is that you don't leave the door to hell open a crack - you shut it.
VOTE NO TO SKYDIO

Ward: Ward 8

I don't know, share with all City Council
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Public Comment: Shane P
Date: 07/08/26, 9:04 AM

2026-0488

I fnd it absolutely unconscionable that our city is even considering this
proposal. Government overreach is already at an all time high between
Operation Metro Surge, and Flock cameras everywhere. Minneapolis citizens
are having their privacy invaded on a daily basis and it needs to sop. We’ve
already seen reports about police using fock cameras to salk people, so
what’s to sop them from using drones to do the very same?

Safety aside, we should also be looking at the companies we’re partnering
with. Skydio is directly connected to the genocide in Gaza, and it’s abhorrent
that we as a society would consider working with them. If safety is our number
one concern, then we should avoid using companies responsible for
humanitarian issues.

As a long-time Minneapolis resident, I believe that making our sreets safer is
important, but this is not the way to do it. I oppose to this proposal and
condemn it with every ounce of my being.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
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Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 9:00 AM

2026-0489

What data security measures will be maintained for the videos/photos? What
measures will be taken to ensure that there are no fourth amendment
violations? When the city gets sued for fourth amendment violations, will the
funds for the defense and settlement be taken out of city council salaries? Or
from another source, like road maintenance, teachers/school funding, or
parks? Who will monitor these drones? If they will be monitored by AI, where is
that data center located? Is it ethical to ask another community to bear the
burden of our drones?

Ward: Ward 4
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Robert Haider (he/him)
Policy Aide– Ward 9

From: Munira Mohamed <MMohamed@aclu-mn.org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 12:37 PM
To: Munira Mohamed <MMohamed@aclu-mn.org>
Cc: John Boehler <jboehler@aclu-mn.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ACLU of MN: Drone First Responder Program Letter
 

Some people who received this message don't often get email from
mmohamed@aclu-mn.org. Learn why this is important

Hello, 

The ACLU of Minnesota is sharing this letter on the new Drone pilot program.

Multiple cities are beginning to adopt these First Responder programs, and we will be
monitoring their rollout and implementation. Our letter lays out some concerns
regarding privacy and civil liberty protections.

I've also attached a report from our National office on this issue. Thank you for your
consideration.  

Munira Mohamed (she/her)
Policy Associate
American Civil Liberties Union of Minnesota
■ o: 612.978.6841 
mmohamed@aclu-mn.org 
www.aclu-mn.org 
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Drones as First Responders Program 


July 7th, 2026  


 


The ACLU of Minnesota is aware of police departments beginning to adopt and 


explore various Drones as First Responders (DFR) programs. We’ve worked with 


lawmakers over the years to ensure that there is a balance between upholding public safety 


and protecting people’s privacy when it comes to drone usage. State law requires that Law 


Enforcement have a warrant when deploying drones with exceptions for when there is risk 


of bodily harm or death. As we monitor the rollout of these programs, ACLU-MN maintains 


that State law is the floor and that cities are free to add more protections.   


1. The DFR program is likely to dramatically increase the usage of drones by 


police, especially as more cities implement this program. Widespread and 


frequent drone usage opens the door to privacy violations and warrantless 


surveillance. Because drones are so cheap, there is the possibility that they could be 


used for routine patrols, suspect surveillance, or to simply gather intelligence. More 


drones flying across the sky on various 911 calls could possibly mean more 


surveillance footage being passively obtained. This could be video footage of 


peoples’ yards or kids walking to and from school. There is a real concern about 


data retention and that police will use drones outside the scope of emergency 


response.  


 


Cities should provide clarity on when and where DFRs will be deployed. 


Several of the proposed uses we’ve seen in these programs exceed the authority 


delegated by the state including “verifying occupancy”, “nuisance abatement,” 


“illegal auto repair,” and “traffic control”. Local governments should ensure that the 


systems are regularly, independently audited and that the results of those audits 


made public 


 


2. Cities who have a DFR program should have Data security and Data Privacy 


measures. They must ensure that all data collected and managed by DFRs is 


retained solely by the city and only shared with those law enforcement agencies that 


agree contractually to abide by the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 


(MGDPA). What Minnesota experienced during Metro Surge was less an increase in 


surveillance than an unveiling and weaponization of an existing surveillance 


apparatus by the federal government. Cities should anticipate that once this data is 


shared outside the confines of its own system that it will end up in the data 


surveillance network of the federal government – either through third-party 


vendors, collaborating in-state and out-of-state law enforcement agencies, fusion 







centers or other joint task forces. Cities should further allocate sufficient resources 


for internal auditing of their drone flights, recordings, and other data to ensure that 


operators and those with third-party access are using the systems for lawful 


purposes. 


 


3. Drones are not a substitute for uniformed personnel. As Law Enforcement 


continues to utilize a wide range of technologies, it’s vital that there still be human 


officers conducting police business. Saving labor costs should not be the reason for 


increased automation because of the risk of technological errors or increased 


privacy violations. 


  


4. Drones should be limited to emergency use. Utilizing drones for issues like code 


violations, unauthorized auto repair, and waste dumping increases the likelihood of 


misuse, and accelerates the general dissent into mass, systemic surveillance. 


 


5. Community members should demand a high level of transparency and 


engagement from their local police departments and City Councils. There 


should be public hearings where Drone proposals are presented so that community 


members can weigh in and express concerns. People should also reach out to their 


state legislators, so they are aware of the situation.  


 


6. Local governments can also track the effects of this program and collect 


reports on complaints or violations. Investing in long-term monitoring and 


reporting will help lawmakers and advocates understand the real-world impacts of 


using drones as first responders.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


John Boehler 


Policy Counsel, ACLU-MN 
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Eye-in-the-Sky Policing Needs Strict Limits 


 
We’re on the cusp of an explosion in law enforcement use of drones. Is America ready? 


 


By Jay Stanley 


July 27, 2023 


A new use for drones has arrived in the United States: so-called “Drones as First Responder” 


(DFR) programs, which involve sending unpiloted aerial vehicles to the location of 911 calls. In 


2019 the city of Chula Vista, California, became the first to start a DFR program, but the number 


of cities and towns following suit — already more than a dozen — is poised to explode, along 


with other police uses of the technology. And those novel uses for drones threaten to pave the 


way for an even greater expansion of the aircraft in the skies above American communities. 


 


A world where flying robotic police cameras constantly crisscross our skies is one we have never 


seen before. While some departments have long used fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters for 


some aerial surveillance, drones are far cheaper and can therefore be used by many more 


departments and in much greater numbers.  


 


Widespread police use of drones would be a major change, with implications foreseeable and 


not. Yet there are strong reasons to believe that such a world may be coming faster than most 


people realize. It’s important that we don’t sleepwalk into a world of widespread aerial 


surveillance, that communities think very carefully about whether they want drone surveillance, 


and, if they decide to permit some operations, put in place guardrails that will prevent those 


operations from expanding.  
 


Why police drone use is likely to take off 


Already there are over 1,400 police departments in the United States using drones. Such use 


increased sharply after the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) enacted new regulations in 


2016 allowing anyone to fly a drone as long as they follow certain rules. But operators in the 


United States, including police departments, are still generally not allowed to operate a drone 


beyond their visual line of sight (BVLOS). A few police departments have gone through an 


extensive and time-consuming processes to secure a special exemption from this ban from the 


FAA so that they can carry out drones-as-first-responder flights. 
 



https://atlasofsurveillance.org/search?utf8=✓&location=&technologies%5B88%5D=on

https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/dot-and-faa-finalize-rules-small-unmanned-aircraft-systems
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The number of departments seeking such exemptions is growing. I recently spoke to Matt 


Sloane, the CEO of Skyfire, a consulting firm that works with public safety agencies looking to 


start drone programs, and he told me that “there’s going to be an explosion of these departments 


doing DFR in the next 6 to 12 months. We’re talking to 5 or 6 departments a week.” Even back 


in 2020, a poll by the organization Drone Responders found that 75 percent of 248 public safety 


respondents said “yes” when asked whether their organization wanted to conduct BVLOS 


flights. The process of applying for an FAA waiver is getting smoother, and companies have 


already begun marketing drones and software specifically for the first responder market.  


 


But for now, for most of the nation’s approximately 18,000 law enforcement agencies, the ban 


generally restricts the use of drones to local spot deployments and generally prevents them from 


being used for routine, suspicionless surveillance.  
 


The FAA, however, is currently working toward another revolutionary rulemaking — this one 


allowing by-right BVLOS flights for anyone who meets certain criteria. Some in Congress are 


pushing the agency to move quickly to issue such rules, which may open the skies to all kinds of 


uses, including delivery drones, and greatly increase the overall number of drones operating over 


our communities. In particular, they will open the door to many more police DFR programs, and 


to whatever other uses of aerial robots might be dreamed up by America’s law enforcement 


agencies, and by the growing ecosystem of drone companies hungry for markets. 


 


It’s also clear that police departments will push their use of drones beyond emergency response. 


Proponents cite their potential usefulness in responding to dramatic crimes and emergencies, but 


in Chula Vista, where the police department has been running its DFR program for more than 


two years, a large portion of deployments are for much less serious incidents. Some of the more 


than 14,000 drone flights reported by Chula Vista have been responses to calls about apparently 


serious situations like fires, accidents, and gun violence. But many other deployments have been 


in response to family and domestic disputes, wellness checks, mental health evaluations, 


shoplifting, and “suspicious persons.” In recent months drones were dispatched in Chula Vista 


for reports of “loud music,” a “water leak,” and someone “bouncing a ball against a garage.”  
 


As Patrick Sisson put it in Technology Review:  


 


Police departments like to share examples of daring and excitement: drones assisting 


officers in tracking down suspects, providing situational awareness during tense arrests, 


or helping to secure crime scenes. But drill down and ask about the real case for drones, 


and they’ll talk about the practical matter of clearing 911 calls.   


 


This is a classic case of government powers being justified by the most serious applications — 


and then their uses rapidly expanding to much more mundane purposes. To their credit, Chula 


Vista has been quite transparent about its drone program; in May, the Chula Vista Police 


Department gave me a tour of their drone operation, and the officers there answered my 


questions openly. It seemed clear that they genuinely view their DFR program as helping their 


community, including by reducing the number and danger of police interactions. And I believed 


them when they said they had no desire to use drones in broader ways, such as for routine 


surveillance.  



https://insideunmannedsystems.com/expanding-corridors-new-waivers-is-bvlos-within-sight/

https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/ef6978_7b0601e636cd456b9788dd6e55eab312.pdf?index=true#page=45

https://techcrunch.com/2021/08/19/paladin-publicly-launches-knighthawk-a-first-response-drone-for-cities/

https://www.motorolasolutions.com/en_us/video-security-access-control/drones/cape-drone-software.html

https://www.aclu.org/privacy-considerations-bvlos-drones

https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0/f/0f9705fb-b17d-4f61-96a4-5ce1ecf8586c/7FA37B2DD0C78176331C26D8A72E77C6.increasing-competitiveness-for-american-drones-icad-act.pdf

https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/police-department/programs/uas-drone-program

https://app.airdata.com/u/cvpd

https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/
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Drone Flights over Chula Vista April 2021-May 2023 cover most inhabited areas of the city. The black lines 


represent drone flight paths.  


 


But this issue is far bigger than any one police department and its current practices. It’s not hard 


to see how, once normalized by deployments such as DFR programs, police drones could 


become an increasingly common sight over American communities for a wide range of police 


purposes. In addition to what we’re already seeing, those purposes could include: 
 


• Suspect surveillance. “We got a report of a shoplifter, but we don’t have a spare officer 


to send so we’ll follow the accused around the city with a drone until an officer is 


available to apprehend them.” 
• Anticipatory or intelligence-based crime locations. Santa Monica sends its drones on 


such missions. “Say we had a specific [parking] structure where we’re constantly having 


vehicle burglaries — there may be a periodic check,” an officer told a reporter.  


• Routine patrols of particular neighborhoods. “Our predictive policing software 


suggests a high chance of crime on that street tomorrow night.” Or, “That wealthy 


enclave keeps insisting we increase our patrols to watch for suspicious visitors.” 
• Routine patrols of an entire city. “We can stop and solve more crimes if we have eyes 


over the whole city, so why wouldn’t we do that?” 


 


That last step — that drones will usher in an era of pervasive, suspicionless, mass aerial 


surveillance — has always been one of our biggest fears. Though the desire of at least some to 


do so is apparent, most police officials disclaim any such interest. And critically, in a case 



https://smdp.com/2022/05/07/smpd-piloting-drones-as-first-responders/

https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-crime-blimp-utah-idUSTRE70F1DJ20110116





4 


litigated by the ACLU and ACLU of Maryland, an attempt by the Baltimore Police Department 


to deploy pervasive, city-wide aerial surveillance (using piloted aircraft) was struck down by the 


Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals as violating the Constitution. 


 


But it’s not clear where the courts will draw lines, and there’s a very real prospect that other, 


more local uses of drones become so common and routine that without strong privacy protections 


we end up with the functional equivalent of a mass surveillance regime in the skies. We don’t 


have to think current police officials are lying to understand that mission creep is a very real 


tendency. While controversial new police technologies are often unrolled in limited ways and 


accompanied by promises of best behavior, they may be overtaken by later adopters who brush 


aside the limits and promises of the early pioneers.  
 


In fact, it’s already starting. One city, Beverly Hills, has become the first in the nation that we 


know of to begin using drones on routine patrols — an alarming expansion in the use of this 


technology. Following a shooting at a parade, Chicago passed legislation that would allow the 


police to use drones over “special events” such as parades and festivals. That ordinance prohibits 


the use of drones to monitor events that touch more closely on First Amendment rights, such as 


protest marches, but there’s still plenty of reason for concern — and many police departments 


will likely want to use drones for such purposes. The Omaha Police Department in Nebraska 


boasted that “During protests, we also used the sUAS [drone] to document activities from a great 


vantage point.” Police in Elizabeth, New Jersey used drones to monitor a protest by local 


students demanding fewer police and more counselors in schools, and for a wide variety of other 


uses. Many people were appalled by widely circulated videos of drones in China shouting at 


people to comply with COVID measures — but for the Elizabeth police, that was a model to be 


embraced, and touted as a “success.”  
 


Illegitimate uses of drones may not depend on BVLOS flights — a lot of ground can be covered 


within the line of sight of an operator on top of a tall building. But the number and scope of 


drone operations will almost certainly balloon when by-right BVLOS operations become 


possible.  


Implications of police drone flights 


Are Americans ready to have large numbers of police drones flying and hovering over their 


homes and communities?  
 


Of course, uniformed police officers and marked police cars already circulate throughout our 


communities, observing what is around them. But many people feel self-conscious and 


uncomfortable when a police car is driving behind or near them, or when a uniformed police 


officer is watching them. In communities of color where residents have sharp reasons to fear 


dangerous interactions with law enforcement, the negative feelings evoked by a watchful police 


presence can be far more powerful. 
 


So what happens when the presence of police “eyes” expands? Won’t we have these same 


feelings when there are police drones flying overhead — likely armed with powerful zoom 


lenses (as today’s DFR drones already are) that might single us out at any time and watch with 


great detail what we are holding, wearing, or doing?  



https://www.aclu.org/cases/leaders-beautiful-struggle-v-baltimore-police-department

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-01-19/in-beverly-hills-police-surveillance-technology-takes-off

https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-drone-bill-special-events-20230529-smira7t5rzbydijsbg5t3faqjy-story.html

https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_ab50067da6b64e2db80f14bd63725f1a.pdf

https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/

https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_00947d2a90244d5fbb0cb6f91c2979b6.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPw6xjwAlHc

https://slate.com/technology/2020/04/coronavirus-shout-drone-police-surveillance.html

https://www.wral.com/drones-used-in-elizabeth-nj-to-enforce-social-distancing/19065376/

https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/stop-and-disperse-nj-city-will-use-drones-to-yell-at-people-not-social-distancing.html

https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_00947d2a90244d5fbb0cb6f91c2979b6.pdf
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One stated advantage of DFR programs is that they can be a “force multiplier” for overworked 


departments, allowing police to stretch more work out of fewer officers. But just how much of 


such “multiplication” do we want? There’s a large body of writing by psychologists and those 


who have lived in totalitarian regimes on how living under surveillance creates feelings of 


powerlessness and is inherently stressful and stifling. When we know we’re being watched, we 


monitor ourselves — we think about what we’re doing, how it might appear to others, and how it 


could be taken out of context or mistaken for suspicious behavior. We’re more likely to censor 


ourselves and to conform, and less likely to dissent. We’re less freewheeling and spontaneous. 


Basically, we’re just less free. 
 


If a drone flies over my yard, do I have to worry that it is capturing me and my friends as we 


smoke weed in my back yard? If I’m helping my son with wrestling moves for his high school 


match, is it going to be misinterpreted as some kind of fight? If my kids are playing with an 


airsoft gun, is my house is going to get raided by a SWAT team? Will I need to worry that a 


police drone is looking through my windows into my house? The Constitution doesn’t normally 


permit warrantless surveillance where people have a “reasonable expectation of privacy,” but 


abuses do occur, and when they do people naturally become paranoid.  


 


Drone surveillance will be sold as increasing “security,” but a full definition of that word should 


incorporate the sense of safety and well-being that people want to feel when they’re in their 


homes and communities. Persistent surveillance can undermine that kind of security.  
 


We are hopeful that the FAA’s “Remote ID” system, which is basically a requirement that 


drones carry a radio “license plate” transponder, will allow people to easily find out whether a 


drone hovering overhead belongs to the police, to Amazon, or to the kid next door. Non-police 


drones can pose a threat to privacy as well, but a local burrito delivery drone is not generally 


going to create the same chilling effects as a police drone. If people do not gain an easy and 


practical way to tell whether drones that are overhead belong to the police, then they’re likely to 


feel the police may be watching whenever any drone is overhead.  
 


Low-income communities of color in certain areas like Los Angeles have been dealing with 


oppressive aerial surveillance for many years, from police helicopters. Those communities have 


found such surveillance physically and psychologically harmful. Drones, too, are likely to be 


deployed first and foremost in low-income communities — though they could easily become far 


more pervasive and ever-present than police helicopters, which are expensive and thus subject to 


natural limits on their deployment, especially in communities that don’t have very well-funded 


police departments.  
 


Finally, we should keep in mind that, with advances in artificial intelligence, video is becoming a 


far more searchable, accessible, and analyzable — and therefore dangerous — set of data than it 


used to be. There will be a constant incentive on the part of both government and private 


contractors to run video datasets through machine learning algorithms for AI training purposes 


and to search for particular violations of the law or other facts of interest to law enforcement that 


might be buried within. Human attention is no longer a limiting factor when it comes to 


analyzing video data.   



https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/new-government-tracking-system-paves-the-way-for-expanded-role-of-drones

https://www.aclu.org/documents/privacy-considerations-bvlos-drones

https://heated.world/p/the-environmental-terrorism-of-police

https://www.aclu.org/news/smart-justice/we-already-have-police-helicopters-so-whats-big-deal-over

https://www.aclu.org/report/dawn-robot-surveillance
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The jury’s still out on “drones as first responder” programs 


We’re very concerned that we may be moving toward a future where we find ourselves 


constantly scanning the skies, seeing drones overhead, and feeling like the eyes of law 


enforcement are always upon us. That’s no way for anybody to have to live. 
 


Today’s DFR programs for now remain much more limited in purpose, and many or most of the 


departments running such programs disclaim any intention to engage in more systematic 


surveillance. So what are we to think about what’s happening now?  


 


The ACLU recognizes there are many situations where drones can be useful for law enforcement 


and don’t involve undue surveillance. We don’t object to the use of drones for specific 


emergencies, or in bounded situations where there are specific and articulable grounds to believe 


that the drone will collect evidence relating to criminal wrongdoing (except where the drone will 


intrude upon reasonable expectations of privacy, in which case the government must obtain a 


warrant based on probable cause). We don’t see a problem with their deployment for such uses 


as accident or crime scene photography.  


 


At the same time, we are adamantly against the use of drones for routine, suspicionless, or mass 


surveillance. We laid out our early, and still applicable, views on law enforcement use of drones 


in more depth in a 2011 report. 


 


Given that so many 911 calls are not true emergencies, DFR programs like Chula Vista’s lie in a 


gray area between these two ends of the spectrum — between emergency-only and routine 


deployments of drones.  
 


Police proponents in Chula Vista and elsewhere cite various examples to argue that the 


technology can be good for civil liberties by helping to de-escalate potentially dangerous 


situations — for example, an incident in which a drone was able to establish, before police 


arrived, that a man reported to be waving a gun was actually holding a gun-shaped cigarette 


lighter, lowering the chances that frightened officers arriving on the scene would use deadly 


force when they didn’t need to.  


 


Police departments regularly receive and must respond to false or unreliable reports, including 


calls from racist citizens complaining about Black people doing ordinary things. That may just 


lead to more police cameras crisscrossing the skies for no good reason. Or, DFR boosters would 


argue, if it can be established by drone rather that by the arrival of armed police officers that 


nothing actually suspicious is taking place, fraught law enforcement encounters can be reduced.  


 


As we always stress, it’s important not to make policy by anecdote. Anyone can come up with 


scenarios about how a technology will improve people’s lives and the life of a community. The 


real question is how it will play out over time in this complex and messy world, where it’s likely 


to have cascading effects that we can only dimly anticipate.   
 


Will DFR programs become a tool of undeniable usefulness for law enforcement with positive 


effects for individuals and for communities? Will they become just another layer of surveillance 


and another weapon in the war on drugs, in over-policing, in the targeting of Black, low-income, 



https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7mNk6XveF0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuotvXL4zNI

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/six-questions-to-ask-before-accepting-a-surveillance-technology
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and other vulnerable communities, and otherwise amplify the problems with the deeply broken 


U.S. criminal legal system? Many drone missions appear to be, as Dave Maass from the 


Electronic Frontier Foundation aptly put it, for “crimes of poverty.” Will DFR programs lead to a 


decrease in fraught citizen-police interactions, as proponents suggest — or an increase, as police 


are called out to investigate numerous “suspicious” scenes — such as a man teaching his son 


wrestling moves — that without drones would never have been noticed?  
 


With DFR programs, the technology and programs are so new that the jury is still out. 


 


We are watching these programs to see how they operate, what they may evolve into, and how 


communities are reacting to them. Given the uncertainties, we recommend that communities hold 


off on creating DFR programs until we have a better sense of how they play out in the 


communities that have already deployed them.  


 


Guidelines for existing DFR programs 


Existing DFR programs must adhere to a strict set of limits to make sure they don’t evolve into 


much broader surveillance programs. Given the novelty of DFR, unanticipated issues are likely 


to emerge, but at the moment it looks clear to us that policies are needed in three areas: usage 


limits, transparency, and data handling.  


 


Of course, even before considering those factors, a threshold question is whether a community 


has been fully informed about a DFR program and has then decided that it wants its police 


department to deploy this tool. A police department should not, and should not be permitted to, 


deploy surveillance technologies without the consent of the community it serves.  


 


Good policies, including on usage limits, transparency, and privacy, should not be left up to 


police departments, but should be given legal force by a city council or other legislative body as 


part of a vote to approve a DFR program.  


Usage limits 


As a number of critics have pointed out, it’s questionable how much the presence of drones 


really helps the authorities in dealing with everyday police calls — but every deployment means 


a law enforcement camera flying across town. Communities that have decided they want to allow 


their police department to use BVLOS drones as first responders should impose limits on the 


circumstances under which those drones are deployed, restricting them to emergencies first, and 


secondly to the most serious ones. Communities should also bear in mind that mass and 


suspicionless aerial surveillance violates the Constitution’s Fourth Amendment. 


Transparency  


Drones are a powerful and novel surveillance technology, and the public has a right to know how 


they’re being used and how that is working out — not only as a question of resources, but also 


because there are legitimate fears of the misuse of aerial surveillance. We’ve seen such misuse 


with police helicopters — in New York City, for example, where operators of an aircraft 



https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/

https://www.aclu.org/issues/privacy-technology/surveillance-technologies/community-control-over-police-surveillance?redirect=feature/community-control-over-police-surveillance

https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/

https://slate.com/technology/2021/05/chula-vista-police-drone-program.html
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hovering over a 2004 bicycle protest diverted their night vision camera to film an amorous 


couple on a pitch-black rooftop balcony.  
 


It is critically important that police provide clear information about where and when surveillance 


drones have operated and the policies that govern their use. Chula Vista and Hemet, California 


have commendably adopted the practice of publishing the time, purpose, destination, and precise 


route of every DFR flight. Although many of the listed flight purposes are missing or vague 


(“unknown problem”), which should be fixed, overall these disclosures give the public a good 


start at understanding why and where drones are being deployed. With proper controls and 


auditing, this data could also serve as a deterrent to flights that are not for legitimate law 


enforcement purposes. The practice of per-flight transparency should be regularized and 


mandated as a part of every police BVLOS drone program.  
 


However, few police departments appear to have provided much transparency about their DFR 


programs. Of the dozen or so other departments running such programs that we have heard of 


and reviewed, no others published a record of flights, and only a handful had published the 


policies governing their drone operations. Many departments had no information whatsoever 


about drones on their websites, despite touting their programs in local media outlets.  


 


Key elements of transparency include: 


 


• Capabilities and sensor payload. Drones are a platform; they typically include regular 


video cameras but can also carry any kind of sensor that has been invented, including 


night vision, radar, lidar, cell phone tracking tools and other radio devices, and chemical 


and biological sensors. Other technical capabilities such as battery life and top flight 


speed should also be shared with the public.  


• Drone policies. Ideally, policies covering such elements as criteria for deployment, 


privacy practices (such as data storage, retention, and access), and auditing (as we 


discussed in our 2011 paper) would be given legal force by a city council or other 


legislative body, but where internal police department policies govern operations, those 


should be made public.  


• Performance and results. With any technology that has potential ramifications for 


privacy and other civil liberties, a threshold question is whether it works. Vendors 


frequently push new technologies by making all kinds of unproven claims about their 


performance and benefits. Meanwhile, drones can have significant downsides, from their 


monetary costs to privacy, noise, the danger of crashes, and other quality of life issues. 


The public deserves to know to what extent these aircraft are actually offering practical 


real-world benefits for the community, and whether any such benefits outweigh their 


disadvantages. Law enforcement agencies tend to trumpet their successes and bury their 


failures, so communities should carefully consider how they can obtain independent 


auditing or other disinterested evaluations of the technology over time.  
• Video of public interest. Police drone video can be highly privacy invasive, for example 


when it captures people experiencing domestic violence or mental health crises. In such 


cases, timely deletion and limits on access are appropriate. In other situations, however, 


such as where a police shooting has been recorded, the public interest in access to video 


is paramount, and in those cases police departments shouldn’t be allowed to bury it (for 



https://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/22/nyregion/police-video-caught-a-couples-intimate-moment-on-a-manhattan.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/22/nyregion/police-video-caught-a-couples-intimate-moment-on-a-manhattan.html

https://app.airdata.com/u/cvpd

https://www.aerial.motorolasolutions.com/transparency/hemetpd-ca

https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/rapid-improvements-lidar-technology-could-have

https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft

https://breaking911.com/police-drone-video-shows-standoff-fatal-shooting-of-man-after-hours-of-negotiations/

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/interesting-new-hampshire-case-testing-body-camera
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example, by claiming that it is tied to an ongoing investigation). We have published (and 


some jurisdictions have adopted) a carefully considered framework for balancing the 


privacy and transparency interests of police body camera video, and we believe that 


drone video should be handled under that same framework.  


Privacy rules 


The handling of data is another important issue that should be addressed. 
 


• Recording policies. A significant question around police drones is what kind of imagery 


they capture, and how that data is handled. The more that drones are crisscrossing a 


community, the more of everyday life they have the potential to record. Some drones 


have cameras that beam video back to the craft’s operator for navigation purposes, while 


carrying other cameras used for photography at the scene. There is no reason that video 


from navigation cameras should be recorded, and there’s no reason why downward 


facing cameras should record while they’re traveling to and from their destination. A 


number of departments currently say they do record en route but point their cameras 


forward rather than downward, so they can get “eyes” on the emergency location as soon 


as possible. Better would be not to record at all en route.  
• Data sharing and retention. Any imagery that is collected should not be shared with 


other parties unless there is reasonable suspicion that the images are relevant to an 


ongoing investigation or pending criminal trial, contain evidence of criminal activity, 


capture a police use of force, or capture incidents that are the subject of a complaint 


against an officer. Such data should not be subject to AI analytics, and should be retained 


no longer than necessary under our recommended framework for body camera video.  
• Private companies. Communities and police departments should pay particular attention 


to private-sector vendors and contractors who are part of a drone program. Do they have 


access to data that police drones are collecting? If so, that raises additional privacy 


concerns, since profit-making companies can have incentives to use and abuse data in 


ways beyond those of law enforcement. At the very least, any such companies must be 


contractually bound to honor the policies that apply to the department.  


 


These limitations are important to prevent drones from expanding from tools for specific 


emergencies into general surveillance devices that lend themselves to abuse and over-use and 


create chilling effects in a community.  


Conclusion 


Drones often elicit a visceral response. When the identity of their operator and reason for their 


presence are not crystal clear, they are inscrutable and often perceived as alien and hostile. We 


saw a very strong backlash in state legislatures around the country when drones first came into 


their own in the early 2010s, because this technology has a significant potential to invade 


privacy, create chilling effects, and otherwise degrade the quality of life of our communities.  
 


American police departments have begun making the case that they should be permitted to fly 


drones broadly across cities and towns for purposes such as responding to emergencies, but they 


are already being used far more broadly than many realize, and their use is likely to broaden even 


more. We recommend that communities put in place statutory guardrails to ensure that drone use 



https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/why-active-investigations-dont-justify-keeping

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/were-updating-our-police-body-camera

https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1584/2016

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/rocky-mountain-high-five-colorado-pd-unveils-best

https://www.aclu.org/other/model-act-regulating-use-wearable-body-cameras-law-enforcement

https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/police-department/programs/uas-drone-program

https://journalnow.com/news/local/forsyth-sheriff-debuts-first-responder-drones/article_723918bc-5540-11ed-aeea-4730f918e145.html

https://www.aclu.org/other/model-act-regulating-use-wearable-body-cameras-law-enforcement

http://petapixel.com/2015/06/05/firefighters-try-to-shoot-down-camera-drone-with-their-hoses/

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/not-my-backyard-man-arrested-after-shooting-drone-down-n402271

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-kings-game-drone-no-owner-20140616-story.html

http://faineg.com/why-people-are-afraid-of-drones-part-one-drones-are-inscrutable/

https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/drone-legislation-whats-being-proposed-states

https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/status-location-privacy-legislation-states
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does not overspill reasonable limits, and that they do not initiate DFR programs until we have a 


better sense of how this technology is playing out in the real world.  
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[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.

Minnesota 



Drones as First Responders Program 

July 7th, 2026  

 

The ACLU of Minnesota is aware of police departments beginning to adopt and 

explore various Drones as First Responders (DFR) programs. We’ve worked with 

lawmakers over the years to ensure that there is a balance between upholding public safety 

and protecting people’s privacy when it comes to drone usage. State law requires that Law 

Enforcement have a warrant when deploying drones with exceptions for when there is risk 

of bodily harm or death. As we monitor the rollout of these programs, ACLU-MN maintains 

that State law is the floor and that cities are free to add more protections.   

1. The DFR program is likely to dramatically increase the usage of drones by 

police, especially as more cities implement this program. Widespread and 

frequent drone usage opens the door to privacy violations and warrantless 

surveillance. Because drones are so cheap, there is the possibility that they could be 

used for routine patrols, suspect surveillance, or to simply gather intelligence. More 

drones flying across the sky on various 911 calls could possibly mean more 

surveillance footage being passively obtained. This could be video footage of 

peoples’ yards or kids walking to and from school. There is a real concern about 

data retention and that police will use drones outside the scope of emergency 

response.  

 

Cities should provide clarity on when and where DFRs will be deployed. 

Several of the proposed uses we’ve seen in these programs exceed the authority 

delegated by the state including “verifying occupancy”, “nuisance abatement,” 

“illegal auto repair,” and “traffic control”. Local governments should ensure that the 

systems are regularly, independently audited and that the results of those audits 

made public 

 

2. Cities who have a DFR program should have Data security and Data Privacy 

measures. They must ensure that all data collected and managed by DFRs is 

retained solely by the city and only shared with those law enforcement agencies that 

agree contractually to abide by the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 

(MGDPA). What Minnesota experienced during Metro Surge was less an increase in 

surveillance than an unveiling and weaponization of an existing surveillance 

apparatus by the federal government. Cities should anticipate that once this data is 

shared outside the confines of its own system that it will end up in the data 

surveillance network of the federal government – either through third-party 

vendors, collaborating in-state and out-of-state law enforcement agencies, fusion 

ACLU 
Minnesota 



centers or other joint task forces. Cities should further allocate sufficient resources 

for internal auditing of their drone flights, recordings, and other data to ensure that 

operators and those with third-party access are using the systems for lawful 

purposes. 

 

3. Drones are not a substitute for uniformed personnel. As Law Enforcement 

continues to utilize a wide range of technologies, it’s vital that there still be human 

officers conducting police business. Saving labor costs should not be the reason for 

increased automation because of the risk of technological errors or increased 

privacy violations. 

  

4. Drones should be limited to emergency use. Utilizing drones for issues like code 

violations, unauthorized auto repair, and waste dumping increases the likelihood of 

misuse, and accelerates the general dissent into mass, systemic surveillance. 

 

5. Community members should demand a high level of transparency and 

engagement from their local police departments and City Councils. There 

should be public hearings where Drone proposals are presented so that community 

members can weigh in and express concerns. People should also reach out to their 

state legislators, so they are aware of the situation.  

 

6. Local governments can also track the effects of this program and collect 

reports on complaints or violations. Investing in long-term monitoring and 

reporting will help lawmakers and advocates understand the real-world impacts of 

using drones as first responders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Boehler 

Policy Counsel, ACLU-MN 
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Eye-in-the-Sky Policing Needs Strict Limits 

 
We’re on the cusp of an explosion in law enforcement use of drones. Is America ready? 

 

By Jay Stanley 

July 27, 2023 

A new use for drones has arrived in the United States: so-called “Drones as First Responder” 

(DFR) programs, which involve sending unpiloted aerial vehicles to the location of 911 calls. In 

2019 the city of Chula Vista, California, became the first to start a DFR program, but the number 

of cities and towns following suit — already more than a dozen — is poised to explode, along 

with other police uses of the technology. And those novel uses for drones threaten to pave the 

way for an even greater expansion of the aircraft in the skies above American communities. 

 

A world where flying robotic police cameras constantly crisscross our skies is one we have never 

seen before. While some departments have long used fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters for 

some aerial surveillance, drones are far cheaper and can therefore be used by many more 

departments and in much greater numbers.  

 

Widespread police use of drones would be a major change, with implications foreseeable and 

not. Yet there are strong reasons to believe that such a world may be coming faster than most 

people realize. It’s important that we don’t sleepwalk into a world of widespread aerial 

surveillance, that communities think very carefully about whether they want drone surveillance, 

and, if they decide to permit some operations, put in place guardrails that will prevent those 

operations from expanding.  
 

Why police drone use is likely to take off 

Already there are over 1,400 police departments in the United States using drones. Such use 

increased sharply after the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) enacted new regulations in 

2016 allowing anyone to fly a drone as long as they follow certain rules. But operators in the 

United States, including police departments, are still generally not allowed to operate a drone 

beyond their visual line of sight (BVLOS). A few police departments have gone through an 

extensive and time-consuming processes to secure a special exemption from this ban from the 

FAA so that they can carry out drones-as-first-responder flights. 
 

https://atlasofsurveillance.org/search?utf8=✓&location=&technologies%5B88%5D=on
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/dot-and-faa-finalize-rules-small-unmanned-aircraft-systems
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The number of departments seeking such exemptions is growing. I recently spoke to Matt 

Sloane, the CEO of Skyfire, a consulting firm that works with public safety agencies looking to 

start drone programs, and he told me that “there’s going to be an explosion of these departments 

doing DFR in the next 6 to 12 months. We’re talking to 5 or 6 departments a week.” Even back 

in 2020, a poll by the organization Drone Responders found that 75 percent of 248 public safety 

respondents said “yes” when asked whether their organization wanted to conduct BVLOS 

flights. The process of applying for an FAA waiver is getting smoother, and companies have 

already begun marketing drones and software specifically for the first responder market.  

 

But for now, for most of the nation’s approximately 18,000 law enforcement agencies, the ban 

generally restricts the use of drones to local spot deployments and generally prevents them from 

being used for routine, suspicionless surveillance.  
 

The FAA, however, is currently working toward another revolutionary rulemaking — this one 

allowing by-right BVLOS flights for anyone who meets certain criteria. Some in Congress are 

pushing the agency to move quickly to issue such rules, which may open the skies to all kinds of 

uses, including delivery drones, and greatly increase the overall number of drones operating over 

our communities. In particular, they will open the door to many more police DFR programs, and 

to whatever other uses of aerial robots might be dreamed up by America’s law enforcement 

agencies, and by the growing ecosystem of drone companies hungry for markets. 

 

It’s also clear that police departments will push their use of drones beyond emergency response. 

Proponents cite their potential usefulness in responding to dramatic crimes and emergencies, but 

in Chula Vista, where the police department has been running its DFR program for more than 

two years, a large portion of deployments are for much less serious incidents. Some of the more 

than 14,000 drone flights reported by Chula Vista have been responses to calls about apparently 

serious situations like fires, accidents, and gun violence. But many other deployments have been 

in response to family and domestic disputes, wellness checks, mental health evaluations, 

shoplifting, and “suspicious persons.” In recent months drones were dispatched in Chula Vista 

for reports of “loud music,” a “water leak,” and someone “bouncing a ball against a garage.”  
 

As Patrick Sisson put it in Technology Review:  

 

Police departments like to share examples of daring and excitement: drones assisting 

officers in tracking down suspects, providing situational awareness during tense arrests, 

or helping to secure crime scenes. But drill down and ask about the real case for drones, 

and they’ll talk about the practical matter of clearing 911 calls.   

 

This is a classic case of government powers being justified by the most serious applications — 

and then their uses rapidly expanding to much more mundane purposes. To their credit, Chula 

Vista has been quite transparent about its drone program; in May, the Chula Vista Police 

Department gave me a tour of their drone operation, and the officers there answered my 

questions openly. It seemed clear that they genuinely view their DFR program as helping their 

community, including by reducing the number and danger of police interactions. And I believed 

them when they said they had no desire to use drones in broader ways, such as for routine 

surveillance.  

https://insideunmannedsystems.com/expanding-corridors-new-waivers-is-bvlos-within-sight/
https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/ef6978_7b0601e636cd456b9788dd6e55eab312.pdf?index=true#page=45
https://techcrunch.com/2021/08/19/paladin-publicly-launches-knighthawk-a-first-response-drone-for-cities/
https://www.motorolasolutions.com/en_us/video-security-access-control/drones/cape-drone-software.html
https://www.aclu.org/privacy-considerations-bvlos-drones
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0/f/0f9705fb-b17d-4f61-96a4-5ce1ecf8586c/7FA37B2DD0C78176331C26D8A72E77C6.increasing-competitiveness-for-american-drones-icad-act.pdf
https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/police-department/programs/uas-drone-program
https://app.airdata.com/u/cvpd
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/
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Drone Flights over Chula Vista April 2021-May 2023 cover most inhabited areas of the city. The black lines 

represent drone flight paths.  

 

But this issue is far bigger than any one police department and its current practices. It’s not hard 

to see how, once normalized by deployments such as DFR programs, police drones could 

become an increasingly common sight over American communities for a wide range of police 

purposes. In addition to what we’re already seeing, those purposes could include: 
 

• Suspect surveillance. “We got a report of a shoplifter, but we don’t have a spare officer 

to send so we’ll follow the accused around the city with a drone until an officer is 

available to apprehend them.” 
• Anticipatory or intelligence-based crime locations. Santa Monica sends its drones on 

such missions. “Say we had a specific [parking] structure where we’re constantly having 

vehicle burglaries — there may be a periodic check,” an officer told a reporter.  

• Routine patrols of particular neighborhoods. “Our predictive policing software 

suggests a high chance of crime on that street tomorrow night.” Or, “That wealthy 

enclave keeps insisting we increase our patrols to watch for suspicious visitors.” 
• Routine patrols of an entire city. “We can stop and solve more crimes if we have eyes 

over the whole city, so why wouldn’t we do that?” 

 

That last step — that drones will usher in an era of pervasive, suspicionless, mass aerial 

surveillance — has always been one of our biggest fears. Though the desire of at least some to 

do so is apparent, most police officials disclaim any such interest. And critically, in a case 

' CHULA VISTA, CA 

https://smdp.com/2022/05/07/smpd-piloting-drones-as-first-responders/
https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-crime-blimp-utah-idUSTRE70F1DJ20110116
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litigated by the ACLU and ACLU of Maryland, an attempt by the Baltimore Police Department 

to deploy pervasive, city-wide aerial surveillance (using piloted aircraft) was struck down by the 

Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals as violating the Constitution. 

 

But it’s not clear where the courts will draw lines, and there’s a very real prospect that other, 

more local uses of drones become so common and routine that without strong privacy protections 

we end up with the functional equivalent of a mass surveillance regime in the skies. We don’t 

have to think current police officials are lying to understand that mission creep is a very real 

tendency. While controversial new police technologies are often unrolled in limited ways and 

accompanied by promises of best behavior, they may be overtaken by later adopters who brush 

aside the limits and promises of the early pioneers.  
 

In fact, it’s already starting. One city, Beverly Hills, has become the first in the nation that we 

know of to begin using drones on routine patrols — an alarming expansion in the use of this 

technology. Following a shooting at a parade, Chicago passed legislation that would allow the 

police to use drones over “special events” such as parades and festivals. That ordinance prohibits 

the use of drones to monitor events that touch more closely on First Amendment rights, such as 

protest marches, but there’s still plenty of reason for concern — and many police departments 

will likely want to use drones for such purposes. The Omaha Police Department in Nebraska 

boasted that “During protests, we also used the sUAS [drone] to document activities from a great 

vantage point.” Police in Elizabeth, New Jersey used drones to monitor a protest by local 

students demanding fewer police and more counselors in schools, and for a wide variety of other 

uses. Many people were appalled by widely circulated videos of drones in China shouting at 

people to comply with COVID measures — but for the Elizabeth police, that was a model to be 

embraced, and touted as a “success.”  
 

Illegitimate uses of drones may not depend on BVLOS flights — a lot of ground can be covered 

within the line of sight of an operator on top of a tall building. But the number and scope of 

drone operations will almost certainly balloon when by-right BVLOS operations become 

possible.  

Implications of police drone flights 

Are Americans ready to have large numbers of police drones flying and hovering over their 

homes and communities?  
 

Of course, uniformed police officers and marked police cars already circulate throughout our 

communities, observing what is around them. But many people feel self-conscious and 

uncomfortable when a police car is driving behind or near them, or when a uniformed police 

officer is watching them. In communities of color where residents have sharp reasons to fear 

dangerous interactions with law enforcement, the negative feelings evoked by a watchful police 

presence can be far more powerful. 
 

So what happens when the presence of police “eyes” expands? Won’t we have these same 

feelings when there are police drones flying overhead — likely armed with powerful zoom 

lenses (as today’s DFR drones already are) that might single us out at any time and watch with 

great detail what we are holding, wearing, or doing?  

https://www.aclu.org/cases/leaders-beautiful-struggle-v-baltimore-police-department
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-01-19/in-beverly-hills-police-surveillance-technology-takes-off
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-drone-bill-special-events-20230529-smira7t5rzbydijsbg5t3faqjy-story.html
https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_ab50067da6b64e2db80f14bd63725f1a.pdf
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/
https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_00947d2a90244d5fbb0cb6f91c2979b6.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPw6xjwAlHc
https://slate.com/technology/2020/04/coronavirus-shout-drone-police-surveillance.html
https://www.wral.com/drones-used-in-elizabeth-nj-to-enforce-social-distancing/19065376/
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/stop-and-disperse-nj-city-will-use-drones-to-yell-at-people-not-social-distancing.html
https://www.droneresponders.org/_files/ugd/e60acc_00947d2a90244d5fbb0cb6f91c2979b6.pdf
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One stated advantage of DFR programs is that they can be a “force multiplier” for overworked 

departments, allowing police to stretch more work out of fewer officers. But just how much of 

such “multiplication” do we want? There’s a large body of writing by psychologists and those 

who have lived in totalitarian regimes on how living under surveillance creates feelings of 

powerlessness and is inherently stressful and stifling. When we know we’re being watched, we 

monitor ourselves — we think about what we’re doing, how it might appear to others, and how it 

could be taken out of context or mistaken for suspicious behavior. We’re more likely to censor 

ourselves and to conform, and less likely to dissent. We’re less freewheeling and spontaneous. 

Basically, we’re just less free. 
 

If a drone flies over my yard, do I have to worry that it is capturing me and my friends as we 

smoke weed in my back yard? If I’m helping my son with wrestling moves for his high school 

match, is it going to be misinterpreted as some kind of fight? If my kids are playing with an 

airsoft gun, is my house is going to get raided by a SWAT team? Will I need to worry that a 

police drone is looking through my windows into my house? The Constitution doesn’t normally 

permit warrantless surveillance where people have a “reasonable expectation of privacy,” but 

abuses do occur, and when they do people naturally become paranoid.  

 

Drone surveillance will be sold as increasing “security,” but a full definition of that word should 

incorporate the sense of safety and well-being that people want to feel when they’re in their 

homes and communities. Persistent surveillance can undermine that kind of security.  
 

We are hopeful that the FAA’s “Remote ID” system, which is basically a requirement that 

drones carry a radio “license plate” transponder, will allow people to easily find out whether a 

drone hovering overhead belongs to the police, to Amazon, or to the kid next door. Non-police 

drones can pose a threat to privacy as well, but a local burrito delivery drone is not generally 

going to create the same chilling effects as a police drone. If people do not gain an easy and 

practical way to tell whether drones that are overhead belong to the police, then they’re likely to 

feel the police may be watching whenever any drone is overhead.  
 

Low-income communities of color in certain areas like Los Angeles have been dealing with 

oppressive aerial surveillance for many years, from police helicopters. Those communities have 

found such surveillance physically and psychologically harmful. Drones, too, are likely to be 

deployed first and foremost in low-income communities — though they could easily become far 

more pervasive and ever-present than police helicopters, which are expensive and thus subject to 

natural limits on their deployment, especially in communities that don’t have very well-funded 

police departments.  
 

Finally, we should keep in mind that, with advances in artificial intelligence, video is becoming a 

far more searchable, accessible, and analyzable — and therefore dangerous — set of data than it 

used to be. There will be a constant incentive on the part of both government and private 

contractors to run video datasets through machine learning algorithms for AI training purposes 

and to search for particular violations of the law or other facts of interest to law enforcement that 

might be buried within. Human attention is no longer a limiting factor when it comes to 

analyzing video data.   

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/new-government-tracking-system-paves-the-way-for-expanded-role-of-drones
https://www.aclu.org/documents/privacy-considerations-bvlos-drones
https://heated.world/p/the-environmental-terrorism-of-police
https://www.aclu.org/news/smart-justice/we-already-have-police-helicopters-so-whats-big-deal-over
https://www.aclu.org/report/dawn-robot-surveillance
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The jury’s still out on “drones as first responder” programs 

We’re very concerned that we may be moving toward a future where we find ourselves 

constantly scanning the skies, seeing drones overhead, and feeling like the eyes of law 

enforcement are always upon us. That’s no way for anybody to have to live. 
 

Today’s DFR programs for now remain much more limited in purpose, and many or most of the 

departments running such programs disclaim any intention to engage in more systematic 

surveillance. So what are we to think about what’s happening now?  

 

The ACLU recognizes there are many situations where drones can be useful for law enforcement 

and don’t involve undue surveillance. We don’t object to the use of drones for specific 

emergencies, or in bounded situations where there are specific and articulable grounds to believe 

that the drone will collect evidence relating to criminal wrongdoing (except where the drone will 

intrude upon reasonable expectations of privacy, in which case the government must obtain a 

warrant based on probable cause). We don’t see a problem with their deployment for such uses 

as accident or crime scene photography.  

 

At the same time, we are adamantly against the use of drones for routine, suspicionless, or mass 

surveillance. We laid out our early, and still applicable, views on law enforcement use of drones 

in more depth in a 2011 report. 

 

Given that so many 911 calls are not true emergencies, DFR programs like Chula Vista’s lie in a 

gray area between these two ends of the spectrum — between emergency-only and routine 

deployments of drones.  
 

Police proponents in Chula Vista and elsewhere cite various examples to argue that the 

technology can be good for civil liberties by helping to de-escalate potentially dangerous 

situations — for example, an incident in which a drone was able to establish, before police 

arrived, that a man reported to be waving a gun was actually holding a gun-shaped cigarette 

lighter, lowering the chances that frightened officers arriving on the scene would use deadly 

force when they didn’t need to.  

 

Police departments regularly receive and must respond to false or unreliable reports, including 

calls from racist citizens complaining about Black people doing ordinary things. That may just 

lead to more police cameras crisscrossing the skies for no good reason. Or, DFR boosters would 

argue, if it can be established by drone rather that by the arrival of armed police officers that 

nothing actually suspicious is taking place, fraught law enforcement encounters can be reduced.  

 

As we always stress, it’s important not to make policy by anecdote. Anyone can come up with 

scenarios about how a technology will improve people’s lives and the life of a community. The 

real question is how it will play out over time in this complex and messy world, where it’s likely 

to have cascading effects that we can only dimly anticipate.   
 

Will DFR programs become a tool of undeniable usefulness for law enforcement with positive 

effects for individuals and for communities? Will they become just another layer of surveillance 

and another weapon in the war on drugs, in over-policing, in the targeting of Black, low-income, 

https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7mNk6XveF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuotvXL4zNI
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/six-questions-to-ask-before-accepting-a-surveillance-technology
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and other vulnerable communities, and otherwise amplify the problems with the deeply broken 

U.S. criminal legal system? Many drone missions appear to be, as Dave Maass from the 

Electronic Frontier Foundation aptly put it, for “crimes of poverty.” Will DFR programs lead to a 

decrease in fraught citizen-police interactions, as proponents suggest — or an increase, as police 

are called out to investigate numerous “suspicious” scenes — such as a man teaching his son 

wrestling moves — that without drones would never have been noticed?  
 

With DFR programs, the technology and programs are so new that the jury is still out. 

 

We are watching these programs to see how they operate, what they may evolve into, and how 

communities are reacting to them. Given the uncertainties, we recommend that communities hold 

off on creating DFR programs until we have a better sense of how they play out in the 

communities that have already deployed them.  

 

Guidelines for existing DFR programs 

Existing DFR programs must adhere to a strict set of limits to make sure they don’t evolve into 

much broader surveillance programs. Given the novelty of DFR, unanticipated issues are likely 

to emerge, but at the moment it looks clear to us that policies are needed in three areas: usage 

limits, transparency, and data handling.  

 

Of course, even before considering those factors, a threshold question is whether a community 

has been fully informed about a DFR program and has then decided that it wants its police 

department to deploy this tool. A police department should not, and should not be permitted to, 

deploy surveillance technologies without the consent of the community it serves.  

 

Good policies, including on usage limits, transparency, and privacy, should not be left up to 

police departments, but should be given legal force by a city council or other legislative body as 

part of a vote to approve a DFR program.  

Usage limits 

As a number of critics have pointed out, it’s questionable how much the presence of drones 

really helps the authorities in dealing with everyday police calls — but every deployment means 

a law enforcement camera flying across town. Communities that have decided they want to allow 

their police department to use BVLOS drones as first responders should impose limits on the 

circumstances under which those drones are deployed, restricting them to emergencies first, and 

secondly to the most serious ones. Communities should also bear in mind that mass and 

suspicionless aerial surveillance violates the Constitution’s Fourth Amendment. 

Transparency  

Drones are a powerful and novel surveillance technology, and the public has a right to know how 

they’re being used and how that is working out — not only as a question of resources, but also 

because there are legitimate fears of the misuse of aerial surveillance. We’ve seen such misuse 

with police helicopters — in New York City, for example, where operators of an aircraft 

https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/privacy-technology/surveillance-technologies/community-control-over-police-surveillance?redirect=feature/community-control-over-police-surveillance
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/27/1069141/welcome-to-chula-vista-where-police-drones-respond-to-911-calls/
https://slate.com/technology/2021/05/chula-vista-police-drone-program.html


8 

hovering over a 2004 bicycle protest diverted their night vision camera to film an amorous 

couple on a pitch-black rooftop balcony.  
 

It is critically important that police provide clear information about where and when surveillance 

drones have operated and the policies that govern their use. Chula Vista and Hemet, California 

have commendably adopted the practice of publishing the time, purpose, destination, and precise 

route of every DFR flight. Although many of the listed flight purposes are missing or vague 

(“unknown problem”), which should be fixed, overall these disclosures give the public a good 

start at understanding why and where drones are being deployed. With proper controls and 

auditing, this data could also serve as a deterrent to flights that are not for legitimate law 

enforcement purposes. The practice of per-flight transparency should be regularized and 

mandated as a part of every police BVLOS drone program.  
 

However, few police departments appear to have provided much transparency about their DFR 

programs. Of the dozen or so other departments running such programs that we have heard of 

and reviewed, no others published a record of flights, and only a handful had published the 

policies governing their drone operations. Many departments had no information whatsoever 

about drones on their websites, despite touting their programs in local media outlets.  

 

Key elements of transparency include: 

 

• Capabilities and sensor payload. Drones are a platform; they typically include regular 

video cameras but can also carry any kind of sensor that has been invented, including 

night vision, radar, lidar, cell phone tracking tools and other radio devices, and chemical 

and biological sensors. Other technical capabilities such as battery life and top flight 

speed should also be shared with the public.  

• Drone policies. Ideally, policies covering such elements as criteria for deployment, 

privacy practices (such as data storage, retention, and access), and auditing (as we 

discussed in our 2011 paper) would be given legal force by a city council or other 

legislative body, but where internal police department policies govern operations, those 

should be made public.  

• Performance and results. With any technology that has potential ramifications for 

privacy and other civil liberties, a threshold question is whether it works. Vendors 

frequently push new technologies by making all kinds of unproven claims about their 

performance and benefits. Meanwhile, drones can have significant downsides, from their 

monetary costs to privacy, noise, the danger of crashes, and other quality of life issues. 

The public deserves to know to what extent these aircraft are actually offering practical 

real-world benefits for the community, and whether any such benefits outweigh their 

disadvantages. Law enforcement agencies tend to trumpet their successes and bury their 

failures, so communities should carefully consider how they can obtain independent 

auditing or other disinterested evaluations of the technology over time.  
• Video of public interest. Police drone video can be highly privacy invasive, for example 

when it captures people experiencing domestic violence or mental health crises. In such 

cases, timely deletion and limits on access are appropriate. In other situations, however, 

such as where a police shooting has been recorded, the public interest in access to video 

is paramount, and in those cases police departments shouldn’t be allowed to bury it (for 

https://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/22/nyregion/police-video-caught-a-couples-intimate-moment-on-a-manhattan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/22/nyregion/police-video-caught-a-couples-intimate-moment-on-a-manhattan.html
https://app.airdata.com/u/cvpd
https://www.aerial.motorolasolutions.com/transparency/hemetpd-ca
https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/rapid-improvements-lidar-technology-could-have
https://www.aclu.org/report/protecting-privacy-aerial-surveillance-recommendations-government-use-drone-aircraft
https://breaking911.com/police-drone-video-shows-standoff-fatal-shooting-of-man-after-hours-of-negotiations/
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/interesting-new-hampshire-case-testing-body-camera
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example, by claiming that it is tied to an ongoing investigation). We have published (and 

some jurisdictions have adopted) a carefully considered framework for balancing the 

privacy and transparency interests of police body camera video, and we believe that 

drone video should be handled under that same framework.  

Privacy rules 

The handling of data is another important issue that should be addressed. 
 

• Recording policies. A significant question around police drones is what kind of imagery 

they capture, and how that data is handled. The more that drones are crisscrossing a 

community, the more of everyday life they have the potential to record. Some drones 

have cameras that beam video back to the craft’s operator for navigation purposes, while 

carrying other cameras used for photography at the scene. There is no reason that video 

from navigation cameras should be recorded, and there’s no reason why downward 

facing cameras should record while they’re traveling to and from their destination. A 

number of departments currently say they do record en route but point their cameras 

forward rather than downward, so they can get “eyes” on the emergency location as soon 

as possible. Better would be not to record at all en route.  
• Data sharing and retention. Any imagery that is collected should not be shared with 

other parties unless there is reasonable suspicion that the images are relevant to an 

ongoing investigation or pending criminal trial, contain evidence of criminal activity, 

capture a police use of force, or capture incidents that are the subject of a complaint 

against an officer. Such data should not be subject to AI analytics, and should be retained 

no longer than necessary under our recommended framework for body camera video.  
• Private companies. Communities and police departments should pay particular attention 

to private-sector vendors and contractors who are part of a drone program. Do they have 

access to data that police drones are collecting? If so, that raises additional privacy 

concerns, since profit-making companies can have incentives to use and abuse data in 

ways beyond those of law enforcement. At the very least, any such companies must be 

contractually bound to honor the policies that apply to the department.  

 

These limitations are important to prevent drones from expanding from tools for specific 

emergencies into general surveillance devices that lend themselves to abuse and over-use and 

create chilling effects in a community.  

Conclusion 

Drones often elicit a visceral response. When the identity of their operator and reason for their 

presence are not crystal clear, they are inscrutable and often perceived as alien and hostile. We 

saw a very strong backlash in state legislatures around the country when drones first came into 

their own in the early 2010s, because this technology has a significant potential to invade 

privacy, create chilling effects, and otherwise degrade the quality of life of our communities.  
 

American police departments have begun making the case that they should be permitted to fly 

drones broadly across cities and towns for purposes such as responding to emergencies, but they 

are already being used far more broadly than many realize, and their use is likely to broaden even 

more. We recommend that communities put in place statutory guardrails to ensure that drone use 

https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/why-active-investigations-dont-justify-keeping
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/were-updating-our-police-body-camera
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1584/2016
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/rocky-mountain-high-five-colorado-pd-unveils-best
https://www.aclu.org/other/model-act-regulating-use-wearable-body-cameras-law-enforcement
https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/police-department/programs/uas-drone-program
https://journalnow.com/news/local/forsyth-sheriff-debuts-first-responder-drones/article_723918bc-5540-11ed-aeea-4730f918e145.html
https://www.aclu.org/other/model-act-regulating-use-wearable-body-cameras-law-enforcement
http://petapixel.com/2015/06/05/firefighters-try-to-shoot-down-camera-drone-with-their-hoses/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/not-my-backyard-man-arrested-after-shooting-drone-down-n402271
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-kings-game-drone-no-owner-20140616-story.html
http://faineg.com/why-people-are-afraid-of-drones-part-one-drones-are-inscrutable/
https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/drone-legislation-whats-being-proposed-states
https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/status-location-privacy-legislation-states
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does not overspill reasonable limits, and that they do not initiate DFR programs until we have a 

better sense of how this technology is playing out in the real world.  



From: Will
To: Vetaw, LaTrisha; Council Comment
Cc: Payne, Elliott; Ward 2; Ward 3; Warren, Pearll Y; Osman, Jamal; Shaffer, Elizabeth A; Stevenson, Soren D;

Chavez, Jason; Ward 10; Whiting, Jamison; Chowdhury, Aurin; Palmisano, Linea
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Petition Against Proposed Minneapolis "Drones as First Responders" Program (MCC File No.

2026-00488)
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 8:48:20 AM
Attachments: Broader Minneapolis Petition for the City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City Council (MCC) to Reject Proposed

“Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) Program.pdf
Ward 4 and 5 Minneapolis Petition for the City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City Council (MCC) to Reject
Proposed “Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) Program.pdf

You don't often get email from willreely@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Apologies, I attached a copy of one of the blank doorknocking petitions. Please see the
attached PDF document for the Ward 4 and 5 signatures.

On Wed, Jul 8, 2026 at 8:01 AM Will <willreely@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello,

Please see attached signatures for a grassroots petition which your constituents have
assembled over the last several weeks, in response to MCC File No. 2026-00488 "Drones as
First Responders pilot program". 

One petition was conducted in Minneapolis Wards 4 and 5 as the proposed program was
originated by Councilperson Vetaw and would most directly affect these wards. A parallel
petition was conducted in all other Minneapolis wards. The petitions were conducted via a
combination of physical door-knocking and signature gathering, and online means (Google
Forms).

The full text of the petition is as follows:

In May of 2026, Minneapolis Ward 4 Councilmember LaTrisha Vetaw initiated the process of 
considering a pilot program for "Drones as First Responders". The program would begin with a 
75-day trial period offered by Skydio, a California-based producer of military-grade drone 
technology. The trial period drones would be housed in Precinct 4 (Ward 5). A public hearing 
and comment period about the program will be held Wednesday July 8th at Minneapolis City 
Hall, at 1:30PM.

We, the undersigned residents of Minneapolis, do not trust the assurances of the MPD that 
drones would be limited strictly to emergency response and will not be repurposed for general 
surveillance. We do not trust that the MPD would hold itself to current local and state laws 
which govern and limit the use of drones. We demand that the City and the MCC reject the 
proposed DAFR program.

Given the historical expansion of surveillance infrastructure in Minneapolis and ongoing 
concerns about accountability, we do not believe current safeguards are sufficient to prevent 
misuse or mission creep. Without strong safeguards, transparency, and independent oversight, 
surveillance technologies can be used in ways that erode privacy, increase general public 
surveillance, and further damage community trust. 

These concerns must also be understood in the context of the U.S. Dept of Justice (DOJ) 
findings regarding the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) ca. 2023.  The DOJ documented 

-----------
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Broader Minneapolis Petition for the City 
of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City 
Council (MCC) to Reject Proposed 
“Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) 
Program 
In May of 2026, Minneapolis Ward 4 Councilmember LaTrisha Vetaw initiated the process of 
considering a pilot program for "Drones as First Responders". The program would begin with a 
75-day trial period offered by Skydio, a California-based producer of military-grade drone 
technology. The trial period drones would be housed in Precinct 4 (Ward 5). A public hearing 
and comment period about the program will be held Wednesday July 8th at Minneapolis 
City Hall, at 1:30PM. 


We, the undersigned, do not trust the assurances of the MPD that drones would be 
limited strictly to emergency response and will not be repurposed for general 
surveillance. We do not trust that the MPD would hold itself to current local and state 
laws which govern and limit the use of drones. We demand that the City and the MCC 
reject the proposed DAFR program. 


Given the historical expansion of surveillance infrastructure in Minneapolis and ongoing 
concerns about accountability, we do not believe current safeguards are sufficient to prevent 
misuse or mission creep. Without strong safeguards, transparency, and independent oversight, 
surveillance technologies can be used in ways that erode privacy, increase general public 
surveillance, and further damage community trust.  


These concerns must also be understood in the context of the U.S. Dept of Justice (DOJ) 
findings regarding the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) ca. 2023.  The DOJ documented 
patterns of conduct that undermined public trust and raised serious concerns about policing, 
accountability, and discrimination.  


The DOJ found that the MPD “unlawfully discriminates against Black people and Native 
American people in its enforcement activities, including the using of force following stops”, and 
that “along with the city, discriminates against people with behavioral health disabilities when 
responding to calls for assistance”. 


Many of these concerns and issues were first documented by the MN Dept. of Human Rights. 
Given these realities, it is understandable why many Minneapolis residents are skeptical about 
expanding law enforcement surveillance capabilities through a DAFR program. 







We are also concerned about the growing normalization of surveillance technologies in public 
life. Large corporations, including Minneapolis-based Target Corp., have played a role in 
shaping and supporting broader security and monitoring ecosystems in urban environments. 
While these systems are often justified as being “for public safety”, their expansion raises 
serious questions about privacy, data use, and long-term impacts on civil liberties. 


The proposed Skydio partnership raises additional concerns which cannot be ignored or 
brushed aside. Skydio is a manufacturer of military-grade drones with substantial defense and 
government contracts with both the U.S. military and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Residents 
are concerned about the increasing militarization of local policing tools, and the blurring of lines 
between military-grade technology and civilian law enforcement. 


Additionally, the City of Minneapolis is claiming that in the next year, the city will be ~$30 million 
in deficit and that it will be raising property taxes and cutting city services. A budget is not a 
morally neutral document - the city should not be prioritizing purchasing drones for the police 
when we have many more city services that actually help keep us safe and which are potentially 
going to become defunded or underfunded. 


As the City of Minneapolis continues to work toward meaningful reform and accountability, we 
should be more cautious about investing in new surveillance technologies and programs before 
clear protections are in place. 


Everyone deserves to live and work in Minneapolis free from surveillance, and our  North 
Minneapolis neighborhoods cannot be a testing ground for the additional - and not yet known - 
risks and impacts this technology and program may have. 


Given the potential for the misuse of drone technology by the MPD, we the undersigned 
demand that the City and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR. 


Thank you for your time and consideration! 


Relevant Sources: 


https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-open
s-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/ 


https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio 


https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-ta
xes-or-cuts-in-2027/ 


https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf 
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Kirsten Dorn Kirsten.dorn0222@gmail.com3412 Colfax Ave S 55408


Kole Price koolaiden2021@gmail.com507 E 14th Street 55404


Kristin Boynton boynton.kristin@gmail.com455 Central Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414 55414


Kyle Willman kylewillman64@gmail.com19 W 37th Street 55409 MPEA


lane j delafosse mursin21@gmail.com 215 Oak Grove St Apt 310 55403


Laurel Turek laurel.turek@gmail.com 2530 4th St NE 55418


Lauren Goodspeed lauren.goods@gmail.com 35xx 41st Ave S 55406


LB B Benson benson.laura@gmail.com 3001 NE Tyler St 55418-2145 IBEW


Leazah Behrens leabe.84@gmail.com 1317 E 18th St , #1 55404 IATSE 13


Lilli kovaleski klovaleski@gmail.com 410 Groveland ave Minneapolis mn 55403


Lindberg Chambliss lindbergpromo@gmail.com4300 Garfield Ave 55409-1834


Linnea Lopez delphinumlarka@yahoo.com5605 Pillsbury 55419







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Lisa de Felice ljoy283@gmail.com 4030 15th Ave. S, 15C, Minneapolis 55407


Lisa Van Risseghem oct192006@gmail.com 1500 Grand Street NE 55413


Luke Thoennes lukethoennes@gmail.com110 W Grant St 554


Lyla Blythe Lyladark@icloud.com 80 Broadway St NE 55413


Maddy maddyschwartz11@gmail.com507 Ridgewood Ave 55403


Marco Blanco cruzblancomp@gmail.com3700 Aldrich Ave N 55412


Margaret Barbis MplsPeggy@gmail.com 3533 23rd Ave S 55407


Mark Herr mark.z.herr@gmail.com  2633 Girard Ave S 55408


Marla Klein marla@marlaolivia.com 2442 1st Ave S 55404


Mars Robmann waxingwestward@proton.me2850 Cedar Ave S 55407


Mary Ahlquist mary.ahlquist@gmail.com33xx Blaisdell Ave 55408


Mary Grace Lemon mgtlemon@gmail.com 36xx 34th ave 55406


Matt Kuzma matthew.kuzma@gmail.com4128 46th Ave S 55406


Matthew Beckler matthew.beckler@gmail.com60xx 12th Ave S 55417


Matthew Meshulam matt.meshulam@gmail.com3214 35th Ave S 55406


Matthew Ng ngm1673@gmail.com 903 Oakdale Ave 55118


Maura Trout thefamilytrout@gmail.com27xx Fillmore 55418


Meghan Sutter sutterm91@gmail.com 1325 W 27th St 55408


Merlin Ellis ellis666@live.com 111 E Franklin Ave. 55404


Micah Kafka micahkafka60@gmail.com2636 Fremont Ave S 55408


Michael King Anderson mandersonadventures@gmail.com3949 29th Ave 55406







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Michelle Glanville loye.michelle@gmail.com 3229 Buchanan St NE 55418


Miranda Martin andimakes@proton.me 3940 Bloomington Ave 55407


Morgan Hardcastle jmorganhardcastle1@gmail.com1xxx 27th St. NE, Minneapolis 55418


Natasha Rakotz junkjunk1326@gmail.com1973 Sheridan Ave S 55405 MN 50501


Nia Steinhagen niasteinhagen@gmail.com2531 polk street NE 55418


Nick McAndrews nicholas.mcandrews@gmail.com3631 26th Avenue S 55406


Nicole Kiel nicolebrittanykiel@gmail.com1400 Laurel Ave 55403


Nora Weber weber.nj@gmail.com 4515 Cedar Ave S 55407


Patrick McDougle patmc24@gmail.com 4801 Aldrich Ave. S. 55419


Paul Westin paulwestin32@gmail.com39xx 42nd Ave S 55406


Paula Holden prholden@yahoo.com 2311 E. 32nd St 55406


Phil Olson polson55@gmail.com 3748 43rd Ave S 55406


Phil Thelen philthelen24@gmail.com 5937 12th Ave S 55417


Rachael Weiker rlweiker@gmail.com 1627 36th Ave NE 55418


Rachel Bratager rachel.bratager@gmail.com5520 13th Ave S 55417 OPEIU


rachel burt rach.burt2018@gmail.com5732 34th Ave S, 55417


Raeesa Rizwy rfrizwy@gmail.com 3639, Cedar Ave S 55407


Rebecca Barth rebeccabarth82@gmail.com2921 39th Ave s 55406


Rebecca Dickel rebeccaadickel@gmail.com41xx Nokomis Ave 55406 N/A


Rebecca Eventyr lightfootre@gmail.com 3000 E 26th st 55406


Rebecca Johnson rejohnson.stp@gmail.com3538 Harriet Ave 55408







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Rhiannon Arkala rhiannon1996@gmail.com3725 29th Ave South 55406


RIV SHAPIRO rivshapiro@gmail.com 31xx14th Ave S 55407-4210


Robert Lewia robertlewisj@gmail.com 3736 17th ave S 54407 TCDSA


Rola Alkatout roula.alkatout@proton.me3321 21st Ave S 55407


Rose Kessler rosekessler7@gmail.com 3216 24th Avenue south 55406


Ruby Levine ruby.levine@gmail.com 29xx 14th Ave S 55407


Ryan P Harms Rybo71@yahoo.com 5913 28th Ave s 55417


Sage Kaplan-Goland dsagekg@gmail.com 25xx 33rd Ave S 55406


Sagirah Shahid sagirahshahid@gmail.com1367 Willow street Minneapolis mn 55403 New justice, mn labor for 
Palestine 


Sam Belhumer sambelhumer@gmail.com2011 3rd Ave S 55404 UFCW 1189


Sam Ray 2raykapp@gmail.com 2405 25th 55406


Samantha Schley sschley12@gmail.com 1430 Madison St NE 55413 Smart Start MN


Sara Levinger dkmxfka@hotmail.com PO Box 25153 55424


Sarah junkstuffpasta@gmail.com35xx 3rd st 55408


Sarah Bassett-Kim sbkwindom@gmail.com 56xx Grand Ave S 55419


Sarah Combellick-Bidney radfamilies@gmail.com 4035 25th Ave. S. 55406


Sarah Holm sarahmholm@gmail.com 3115 17th Ave S 55407


Sarah VanDusseldorp s.e.vandusseldorp@gmail.com5108 28th Ave S 55417


Seamus McNamara smcnam79@gmail.com 2442 Grand Ave S 55405 SEIU


Shawn Killeen nwahsaviki@gmail.com 5XX E 14th St, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404


Shawny Sena shawnymahalo@gmail.com3305 Bloomington Ave 55407







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Sheena Heinitz sheemoon13@tutanota.com2317 27th Ave S 55406


Shoshana Gurian-Shermanshoshirosie@gmail.com 3600 17th Avenue South 55407


Sonia Pollock soniapollock0@gmail.com3129 16th ave s 55407


Sophie Geister-Jones gj.sophie@gmail.com 3210 Fillmore Street NE 55418


Sophie Grossman retasuneko@gmail.com 28XX Emerson Ave South 55408


Sophie Klein kleinsophiar@gmail.com 7XX W 37th St 55409


Stacey Carroll stacey.v.carroll@gmail.com23xx 26th Ave S 55406


Stephani Schmidt stephanischmidt13@gmail.com204 Russell Ave S 55405 SURJ-TC


Stephanie Domanski Svdomanski@gmail.com 1922 Benjamin Street NE 55418


Susan Prenovost dahanera@hotmail.com 3123 4th Avenue South 55408


Syneva Barrett syneva.n.barrett@gmail.com3450 Ulysses St. NE 55418


Taelyre winegar taelyre.james@gmail.com3920 Blaisdell Ave apt 2 55409 Decline to answer 


Thomas Lambert forkstory@yahoo.com 653 Jackson st ne 55414 Local 17


Thressa Johnson thressa.isobel@gmail.com3949 39th Ave S 55406


Victoria Perkins vep002@gmail.com 3240 Fremont Avenue South 55408 OPEIU local 12


Wade S Julstrom-Agoyo julstromagoyow@yahoo.com4000 Aldrich Ave. S Apt. 6 55409 TCDSA


Willem Vander Ark willemvanderark@gmail.com2440 Lyndale Ave S 55405


Zachary J Schwartz zack.schwarzz@gmail.com3643 2nd St NE 55418


Zahid Hasan zahid_hasan@alumni.brown.edu1314 Marquette Ave 55403


Zane Awad zaneawad@gmail.com 51xx Cedar Ave S 55417


Zoey Cobb zcobb573@gmail.com 1222 Jefferson St NE 55413








Minneapolis Ward 4 & 5 Petition for the 
City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City 
Council (MCC) to Reject Proposed 
“Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) 
Program 
In May of 2026, Minneapolis Ward 4 Councilmember LaTrisha Vetaw initiated the process of 
considering a pilot program for "Drones as First Responders". The program would begin with a 
75-day trial period offered by Skydio, a California-based producer of military-grade drone 
technology. The trial period drones would be housed in Precinct 4 (Ward 5). A public hearing 
and comment period about the program will be held Wednesday July 8th at Minneapolis City 
Hall, at 1:30PM. 


We, the undersigned residents of North Minneapolis (roughly, Wards 4 & 5), do not trust the 
assurances of the MPD that drones would be limited strictly to emergency response and will 
not be repurposed for general surveillance. We do not trust that the MPD would hold itself to 
current local and state laws which govern and limit the use of drones. We demand that the City 
and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR program. 


Given the historical expansion of surveillance infrastructure in Minneapolis and ongoing 
concerns about accountability, we do not believe current safeguards are sufficient to prevent 
misuse or mission creep. Without strong safeguards, transparency, and independent oversight, 
surveillance technologies can be used in ways that erode privacy, increase general public 
surveillance, and further damage community trust.  


These concerns must also be understood in the context of the U.S. Dept of Justice (DOJ) 
findings regarding the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) ca. 2023.  The DOJ documented 
patterns of conduct that undermined public trust and raised serious concerns about policing, 
accountability, and discrimination.  


The DOJ found that the MPD “unlawfully discriminates against Black people and Native 
American people in its enforcement activities, including the using of force following stops”, and 
that “along with the city, discriminates against people with behavioral health disabilities when 
responding to calls for assistance”. 


Many of these concerns and issues were first documented by the MN Dept. of Human Rights. 
Given these realities, it is understandable why many Ward 4 residents are skeptical about 
expanding law enforcement surveillance capabilities through a DAFR program. 







We are also concerned about the growing normalization of surveillance technologies in public 
life. Large corporations, including Minneapolis-based Target Corp., have played a role in shaping 
and supporting broader security and monitoring ecosystems in urban environments. While 
these systems are often justified as being “for public safety”, their expansion raises serious 
questions about privacy, data use, and long-term impacts on civil liberties. 


The proposed Skydio partnership raises additional concerns which cannot be ignored or 
brushed aside. Skydio is a manufacturer of military-grade drones with substantial defense and 
government contracts with both the U.S. military and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Residents 
are concerned about the increasing militarization of local policing tools, and the blurring of lines 
between military-grade technology and civilian law enforcement. 


Additionally, the City of Minneapolis is claiming that in the next year, the city will be ~$30 million 
in deficit and that it will be raising property taxes and cutting city services. A budget is not a 
morally neutral document - the city should not be prioritizing purchasing drones for the police 
when we have many more city services that actually help keep us safe and which are potentially 
going to become defunded or underfunded. 


As the City of Minneapolis continues to work toward meaningful reform and accountability, we 
should be more cautious about investing in new surveillance technologies and programs before 
clear protections are in place. Everyone deserves to live and work in Wards 4 and 5 free from 
surveillance, and our communities cannot be a testing ground for the additional - and not yet 
known - risks and impacts this technology and program may have. 


Given the potential for the misuse of drone technology by the MPD, we the undersigned 
demand that the City and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR. 


Thank you for your time and consideration! 


Relevant Sources: 


https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-open
s-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/ 


https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio 


https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-ta
xes-or-cuts-in-2027/ 


https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf 


 


 
 



https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/

https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/

https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio

https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/

https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/

https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf





Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Aaron Fie aaronlewis283@gmail.com4610 Sheridan Ave N 55412


Aaron Hays hays.aaronp@gmail.com 4633 Camden ave n 55412


Adrian Hinman hinmanadrian@gmail.com620 37th Ave N 55412 NALC


AJ Lund ajlund@gmail.com 12xx Vincent Ave N 55411


Albert Hirsch achirsch427@gmail.com 4023 N Bryant Ave 55412


Alesha Schutz aleshaschutz@gmail.com 2135 North 44th Avenue 55412 Na


Alex Berre alexpberre@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Alex Peters apeters97@gmail.com 3847 Dupont Ave N 55412 AFSCME


Alex Poulos adpoulos@gmail.com 4334 Oliver Ave N 55412


Alexandra Dart adart3987@yahoo.com 18xx Thomas Ave N 55411


Alica Whitmore alica.m.whitmore@gmail.com51xx Emerson Ave N 55430 Member in good standing UBC Local 322 


Alicia Losier alicialosier@gmail.com 4006 Thomas Ave N 55412


Alisha Gehrke gehrk037@gmail.com 2130 Bryant Ave N 55411


Alison Meinert meinert.alison@gmail.com45xx Dupont Ave N 55412


Alison Waite waite.alison@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Amanda Supak amandasupak@gmail.com2701 Oliver avenue North 55411 None


Amanda Temple amanda.temple@gmail.com1424 Russell Ave N 55411


Amber Egofske amber.egofske@gmail.com2410 Upton Ave N 55411 Homeowner/community member


Amber Frederick amber4800@me.com 11XX James Ave N 55411


Amy Harlan amharlan3@gmail.com 3843 Dupont Ave N 55412


Anastacya Hink curlywoodstock429@gmail.com2129 51st Av N 55430 ATU 1005


Andrea DAngelo atdx72@gmail.com 4546 Vincent Ave N 55412


Andy Onken onken.andy@gmail.com 33xx Morgan Ave N 55412 MFE 


Angela Rassel angierassel75@gmail.com4245 Newton Ave N 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Angelina McDowell angelina.mcdowell716@gmail.com1326 Girard Ave N 55411


Angie Spencer angie.m.spencer@gmail.com4622 Camden Ave n 55412


Ann Marie Cumella amcumella412@gmail.com3954 sheridan ave n 55412 Self


Anna Teeple amteeple@gmail.com 4330 Thomas Ave N 55412


Anna Werner annarwerner@gmail.com 3435 Emerson Ave N 55412


Anndrea Young younganndrea22@gmail.com2035 West River Rd Apt 609 Minneapolis, MN55411


Anne Forrester anneforrester119@gmail.com1928 Emerson S 55403 MFE 


Anne Wild annekwild4@gmail.com 4933 Dupont Ave North 55430


April Rachuy April.rachuy@gmail.com 5045 Russell Ave N 55430


Ashley Assaf ahumphrey1430@proton.me4110 Russell Ave N 55412


Ashley Krohn ashleykrohn@gmail.com 4007 Russell Ave N 55412 EM/E


Ashley Wagner ashleywagner9999@gmail.com1238 Morgan Ave N 55411


Becca Andreassen andreassenbecca@gmail.com2362 James Ave N 55411


Ben Oney Lenjamin.oney@gmail.com4334 Oliver Ave N 55412


Benjamin Mischo mischo.benjamin@gmail.com5032 upton ave n 55430 Teansters 320


Beth Scaramuzza cutitout.beth@gmail.com 3401 , Penn Ave north 55412


Beth Sullivan-Adams bethadams568@gmail.com1807 Irving Ave N 55411


Bethany Piety bethany.browne@gmail.com3315 Fremont Ave N 55412 MFE 59


Beverly Hinton HINTON0715@gmail.com42XX Oliver Ave N 55412


Bill Cheney n/a 4248 Oliver Ave N 55412


Blake Stuefen blake.stuefen@gmail.com4516 Oakland Ave 55407 N/A


Bob Goonin rgoonin@gmail.com 42XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Bobbie Olson bobbie.olson@gmail.com 3954 Washburn Ave n 55412


Bree Trisler batrisler300@stkate.edu 3228 Thomas Ave N Minneapolis MN 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Brette Deaton melisandetheblack@gmail.com3343 Emerson Ave N 55412 None


Brian McLeod bjmcleod77@gmail.com 3819 Upton Ave N 55412


Brian Vats-Fournier vates001@gmail.com 4320 Newton Ave N 55412 Minneapolis Federation of Educators, Local 59


Briana Lee briana.rose.lee@gmail.com3215 Upton Ave N 55412 Actors Equity Association and IATSE 490


Bridget Thuemmel bridget.thuemmel@gmail.com32xx Vincent Ave N 55412


Brieann Thelen brieannthelen@gmail.com3559 Morgan Ave north 55412


Britt Hanson bhanson@geeksuiteexteriors.com4434 Penn Ave N 55412


Caithryn Garcia caithryngarcia@gmail.com4434 N Penn Ave 55412


Caitlin Hoerner hammer0201@yahoo.com4959 Newton Ave N 55430 MFE


Caitlin Metzel cmetzelspam@gmail.com4010 Russell Ave N 55412


caroline litteken crlitteken@gmail.com 1341 Thomas Ave N 55411


Cass Banker nathan.banker@gmail.com1236 Upton Ave N 55411


Cassandra  Nagle cassandra.j.n@gmail.com3558 Knox Ave N 55412 none


Cassandra Jerde cljerde@gmail.com 6034 Blaisdell Ave S 55419


Cassie Young cassiel.young@gmail.com4711 Colfax Ave N 55411


Catherine Groth catherine.e.groth16@gmail.com4111 Queen Ave North Minneapolis MN 54412


Catherine Karsell c.karsell35@gmail.com 210 Logan Ave N 55405


Cathrin Peets cathrin.peets@gmail.com 51xx Knox Ave N 55430


Cathy Wentzel cawentzel@comcast.net 4035 Queen Ave N 55412 MFT


Charity Baca charityebac@gmail.com 4417 Penn Ave N 55412


Charley Smith charleylowellsmith@gmail.com3458 Lyndale avenue north 55412 Teamsters local 320... Minneapolis family for public schools 


Charli White charlidissman@gmail.com3938 North Xerxes Avenue 55412


Cherel Taylor n/a 4232 Oliver Ave N 55412


Chris Anderson subzorafilm@gmail.com 3XXX Thomas Ave N 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Chris Hochstatter slp2@comcast.net 817 Millwood Ave Roseville MN 55113 Lucy Laney School


chris pederson chrispederson0@gmail.com3726 penn ave n 55412 north side resident


Chris White chris54white@gmail.com 3938 Xerxes Ave N 55412


Chrissy Christina.tingle37@gmail.com41xx James Ave N 55412


Claire Gulseth clairegulseth97@gmail.com643 N 5th St 55401


Clifton Williams growus100fold@gmail.com4639 Dupont Avenue North 55411 Resident


Colton Baldus baldissimoc100@gmail.com4040 15th Ave S 7H 55407


Constance Vork constance@constancevork.com1025 Thomas Ave N 55411 Na


Corbin Olsen corbinhjelle@gmail.com 29xx N Logan Ave 55411


Corinna Obermayr obermayr.corinna@gmail.com3638 Emerson Ave N 55412 MFE


Crysta Oldenburg crystalynnvalkyrie@gmail.com727 Russell Ave N 55411


D.A. Bullock bullymost@gmail.com 3238 Washburn Ave N. Minneapolis, MN. 5541255412 Black Visions


dale bolger dale.bolger1969@gmail.com4239 Irving North 55412 CD5, SD59 director 


Dallas Cornell n/a 4315 Oliver Ave N 55412


Dan Edmonds danedmonds87@gmail.com4010 Russell Ave N. 55412 Minneapolis Federation of Educators 59


Dan Troccoli dantroccoli@gmail.com 2226 Glenwood Ave , Apt.1 55405 MFE 59


Daniel daniel.lacroix62@gmail.com43** James Ave N 55412


Daniel Hermanson danny.hermanson@gmail.com39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Daniel Kuha d.c.kuha@gmail.com 5104 Xerxes Ave N 55430


Danielle de Gregory dadegregory@yahoo.com 2621 Oak Park Ave N, Mpls. 55411 Homeowner


Dave Wallace n/a 41XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Deanna Bussiere deabubba@gmail.com 3835 Colfax Ave N 55412


Deborah Zimmerman-Pederson zimmped@yahoo.com 3818 Sheridan Ave. N 55412


Dena Warrington dwarrington01@gmail.com4251 Upton Ave No 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


DeVon Williams devondorpik@aol.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Doris Young 333bsy@gmail.com 4207 Vincent Ave N 55412


Dr. Xylem Galadhon xylemtg@gmail.com 24XX McNair Ave 55411


Duane Atter duneympls@yahoo.com 4222 Washburn Ave N 55412


Duncan Baker Hurrelbrink duncanhurrelbrink@gmail.com2732 North Vincent Avenue 55411


Ebony Templeton frazzle_spicy_0o@icloud.com3430 List Place 55416


Elijah Roberts elijahroberts011@gmail.com526 Logan Ave N 55405


Eliza O’Brien e.obrien30@gmail.com 36XX 27th Ave S 55406


Elizabeth Lamae Marson elizabethlamae@gmail.com4331 Oliver Ave N 55412


Ellis Johnston sweetellis@gmail.com 5001 Washburn Ave N 55430 MFE


Em Wolyniec emilywolyniec@gmail.com3635 Thomas Ave N 55412


Emily Rasely e.m.rasely@gmail.com 3000 James Ave N 55411 Resident 


Emily Schloesser emily.schloesser@gmail.com2207 N 3rd St 55411 Citizen


Emma Morrow ecliss13@gmail.com 4912 Humboldt Ln 55430


Emma Thompson edannellethompson@gmail.com17xx Newton Ave N 55411


Eric Hauge erichauge@gmail.com 4329 Queen Ave N 55412


Eric Knight knightcraftclothing@yahoo.com2606 Upton Ave N 55411


Ericka Jacobs jericka1203@gmail.com Oliver Ave N 55412 Minneapolis Public Schools 


Evelyn F-K evie4489@duck.com 30XX Morgan Ave N 55411


Everett Deiman everett.deiman@gmail.com44XX Penn Ave N 55412


Flora Elum-Ryu hvostovski96@gmail.com 2639 James Ave N 55411


Frances Mican flmican@gmail.com 41xx Russell Ave N 55412


Gary duluthboats@msn.com 3519 DuPont Ave N 55412


Grace Wagner wagn3997@gmail.com 37XX Russell Avenue N 55412 AFSCME Local 1842







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Greg szindragon@gmail.com Vincent Ave N 55411


Gretchen Lucken gretchenlucken@hotmail.com2204 N Bryant Ave 55411 NA


Hannah Elizabeth Anderson hannah.liz.ward@gmail.com3323 Morgan Ave N 55412


Hannah Fie hannah.fie@gmail.com 4610 Sheridan Ave N 55412


Hannah Jensen hgrace.jensen@gmail.com1607 44th Ave N 55412


Hannah Merrill hcmerrill@gmail.com 3450 Lyndale Ave N 55412


Hannah Pritchard cecile468@gmail.com 1406 Girard Ave N 55411


Hannah Wolff hewolff@proton.me 31XX Logan Ave N 55411 MAPE


Hanrahan hanr0011@gmail.com 728 Queen Ave. N. 55411 MDE


Humberto Martin redhuntingcap1986@gmail.comVincent Ave N between 33rd and 34th 55412 Myself 


Ian ianmcgriff07@gmail.com 36XX OLIVER Ave n 55512


Isabella neterval bellahellonatura@gmail.com35xx 3rd ave S 55408


Isabelle Ibibo isabelleibibo@gmail.com 3911 Bryant Ave N 55412


Isela Xitlali Gomez iselaxitlaligomez@gmail.com3431 Colfax Avenue North 55412


J Cauwels dreadpiratejennie@gmail.com4807 Camden Ave N 55430


J Marina Yoder jmarinayoder@gmail.com 23xx Russell Ave N 55411


Jack jrwilliamsphotography@gmail.com1611 pleasant st mpls mn 55412 Metro deaf school 


Jaclyn Moore jaclynm782@gmail.com 40XX Queen Ave N 55412


James Ryan jameskryan93@gmail.com3914 Bryant Ave N 55412


Janette Corcelius unionhabibti@proton.me 2267 Carter Avenue Unit 3 55108 Twin Cities Democratic Socialists of America


Janiru Herath janiruherath91@gmail.com1401 Girard Avenue N 55411


Jarrod Julius jarrodjulius@gmail.com 1918 Newton Ave N 55411 Minnesota Nurses Association


Jason Bucklin jbucklin@hotmail.com 38xx Upton Ave N 55412 MAPE


Jason Correll Jackson jasoncjackson2020@gmail.com3815 Upton Ave. North 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Jason Tano Mejia tanomejia@gmail.com 4565 upton ave n 55412


Jaycee Cooper coopjcooper@gmail.com 45XX Camden Ave N 55412


Jeanne Burns njeanneburns@proton.me 42XX Oliver Ave N 55412 DFL


Jeanne Torma iamjet1216@msn.com 17xx Irving Ave N 55411 None.


Jeffrey C Cauwels j.cauwels@gmail.com 4807 Camden Avenue North 55430


Jen Wallace jbdreamer@gmail.com 41XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Jenna mrs.jhood143@gmail.com2423 ilion ave n 55412 287


Jennifer Booth jennifermaybooth@gmail.com2512 23rd Ave N 55411


Jennifer Castello excalibur12ny@gmail.com5110 knox Avenue n 55430


Jennifer Klumpp footnotegirl@gmail.com 4006 Washburn Ave N 55412 AFSCME


Jeremy Bradley-Vogt vogt.jeremy@gmail.com 3841 Fremont Ave N 55412


Jeremy Smith jeremytsmith336@gmail.com3906 Russell Ave N 55412


Jesse Gaskell jgaskell87@gmail.com 2410 Upton Ave N 55411


Jessi Mischo jessi@o2i.com 50XX Upton Ave N 55430 TNG-CWA 37002


Jessica Jannusch jessicamjannusch@gmail.com4818 Girard Ave N 55430


Jessica Scott jrscott228@gmail.com 5110 Knox Avenue N, Minneapolis, MN 55430 DFL: Precinct Chair 4-1, SD59 Director 


Jill Waite waite.jill@icloud.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


JoAnna Lodermeier joannaloder@gmail.com 22xx North Bryant Ave 55411


JoHanna Andrews johanna.k.andrews@gmail.com4122 Irving Ave N 55412


John Kivi n/a 4319 Oliver Ave N 55412


Joline Willette joline.willette@gmail.com 36XX Washburn Ave N 55412 MAPE


Jonia Paulson joniawhitney@gmail.com 2946 xerxes ave n 55411


Jordy Figueroa jordyfigueroa95@gmail.com3746 Upton Ave N 55412


Joseph Miller j.sam.miller@gmail.com 3330 Columbus Avenue 55407







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Joshua Hermerding joshermerding@gmail.com3642 Emerson Avenue North 55412 MFE59


Josiah Keach j.keach0@gmail.com 5153 Washburn Ave N 55430


Josie Leon MNUCPS@gmail.com 3814 Dupont Ave N 55412


Judy Susia judith.susia@gmail.com 4633 Camden Ave N 55412


Julia Synowczynski jdfursov@gmail.com 1320 N Vincent ave Minneapolis MN 5541155411


Julianna Harman j-harman@msn.com 39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Kacy Dickinson kacy.dickinson@gmail.com10xx Sheridan Ave N 55411


Kaeli Melin kaeliannsm@gmail.com 3401 Penn Ave N 55412


Kaeli Melin kaeliannsm@gmail.com 3401 Penn Ave N 55412


Kailah Weiss-Weinberg kailah.w.w@gmail.com 38xx Colfax Ave N 55412


Kaitlen osburn kaitlenosburn@proton.me4219 Bryant Ave n 55412


Kate Litzenberg katelitz@gmail.com 2818 18th Ave N 55411


Katherine Jannusch kat.a.ract.84@gmail.com 4818 Girard Ave N 5.54E+02 MPD


Katherine Morgan katherineelizabethmorgan@gmail.con42## Queen Ave N 55412


Kathleen Gialluca k.a.gialluca@gmail.com 1623 Dupont Ave N 55411 Resident


Katie Fogel katielsfritz@gmail.com 34xx Vincent Ave N 55412 MMA


Katy Rollins traynkat@proton.me 2108 Oliver Ave N 55411


Katy Vonk katyvonk@gmail.com 4206 Sheridan Ave N 55412


Kayla Devorak kayla.devorak@gmail.com1614 Upton Ave N 55411 MAPE


Kayla Shappell kaylashappell@gmail.com35XX Humboldt Ave N 55412


Kaytie Kamphoff Kaytie.kamphoff@gmail.com4320 N Newton Ave 55412 MFE59


Kelley Bowler k.bowler@outlook.com 5153 Washburn Av N 55430


Kelly Pier kjpier@gmail.com 3350 N 4th St, Minneapolis, MN 55412


Kelly Tobin krtobin42@gmail.com 3431 North Knox Avenue 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Kendrick Hogue kendrick.cronin@snhu.edu3523 James Ave north 55412


Kevin Gregorius kgregorius@gmail.com 4575 Washburn Avenue N 55412


Kevin Sho n/a 4241 Oliver Ave N 55412


Kiah Van Horne kiahvnahorne@gmail.com2140 Victory Memorial Drove 55412


KITRINA STRATTON kitrinas99@aol.com 3519 Dupont Ave N 55412


Korrina Griffith anirrok101@gmail.com 4015 Colfax Ave N 55412


Kris Johnson kristalahue66@gmail.com4518 North Thomas Avenue 55412 MNA, Camden Booster Club


Krissy Bradbury byssirk@gmail.com 3900 Russell Avenue North 55412


Kristy 3 ayo.clemons@gmail.com 3514 Vincent Ave N 55412


Krystle Englund krystle.englund@gmail.com3240 sheridan ave n 55412


Kyle Rudy signups@kyru.net 3839 Dupont Ave N 55412


LaLinda Xiong xionglalinda@gmail.com 36XX n 4th st 55412


Lara Weiger laraweiger@gmail.com 226 Gramercy Ave 55405 N/A


LaShawn Harris n/a 42XX Oliver Ave N 55412


Laura Cichy wilier-52midden@icloud.com2xxc McNair Avenue North 55411


Laura Gebhard laurie.m.gebhard@gmail.com4550 Morgan Ave N 55412 MFE


Laura Miller lauramiller3042@gmail.com3xxx Colfax ave n 55412


Laurel Winter laurelawinter@gmail.com 1610 Fremont Ave N 55411


Lauren Coleman coleman.lauren90@yahoo.com3308 19th Ave S, Apt 4 55407


Lauren Husting lahusting@gmail.com 2014 Russell Ave n 55411


Lea vogl-jensen ljvogl@gmail.com 27xx 21st ave N.  55411


Leah leahhujik@gmail.com 3514 DuPont Ave N 55412


Leah Arteaga leaharteaga@gmail.com 1300 Washburn Ave N 55411


Leslie Smebak smebak.leslie@gmail.com16XX N Irving Ave 55411







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Lillie Herbst herbstlillie2016@gmail.com41XX Queen Ave N 55412


Lily Dunk lily130472@gmail.com 11XX 10th Ave N 55411


Linda Benson Rawson lindarawson7@gmail.com1114 Washburn Ave N 55411 Resident entrepreneur


Lisa Breu labreu222@gmail.com 1608 Memorial Pkwy 55412


Lorenzo D Serna lorenzo.serna@gmail.com49 Dupont ave n 55430 None


Lou Lynner loulynner@gmail.com 39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


Luisa Brandao pessol1@gmail.com 1500 Dupont Avenue North 55411


Lydia Bolder Lydiabolder@gmail.com 1806 3rd Ave N 55405


Madeleine Pinkerton mad.pinky3@gmail.com 3117 Portland Ave 55407 Minneapolis Federation of Educators 


Maggie Koerth maggie.koerth@gmail.com1614 Fremont Ave North #2 55411


Maren Misner marenmisner@gmail.com 17xx Upton Ave N 55411


Maria Marino Idsinga mmi4916@gmail.com 3919 Emerson Ave N 55412


Marie LePage marielepage82@gmail.com3522 Emerson Ave N 55412


MARISSA GALAN marissathinds@gmail.com4330 Penn Ave N 55412


Martin Sheeks martin.sheeks@gmail.com8XX WASHBURN Ave N 55411


Marvina Haynes marvinaforward.4@gmail.com4110 Aldrich Ave N 55412 Minnesota Wrongfully convicted judicial reform


mary kwakenat pedal-06.gabs@icloud.com2111 Thomas Ave North 55411-2351 Whimsy on Thomas


Matthew Kunnari matthewkunnari@gmail.com4432 Logan Ave North 55412


Mauricio Cortez Miralrio mcm2002cortez@outlook.com3122 Sheridan Ave N 55411


Maxim Manzo maxim.a.manzo@gmail.com3335 Dupont Ave N. 55412


Megan Meyer meglmey@gmail.com 17xx Dupont Ave N 55411


Megan Peterson megan.jpmap@gmail.comBryant N & Dowling 55412


Mekka Clark n/a 3334 Dupont Ave N 55412


Melanie Shafer melanie.shafer2190@gmail.com4011 Fremont Avenue North 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Melissa Mickelsoh mnmickelson@gmail.com38XX Aldrich Ave N 55412


Melissa Riley melissa2riley@yahoo.com4039 Russell Ave N 55412


Melissa Veres veresmelissa@gmail.com 2901 Vincent Ave N 55411


Michael Hewitt michael.david.hewitt@gmail.com2701 Oliver Ave N 55411


Michelle Buresch michelle.buresch@gmail.com4545 Queen Ave N 55412


Michelle Millard michelletullberg@yahoo.com4426 Penn Ave N 55412


Mikel Christianson cogikel+ward4pa@gmail.com50## Camden Ave. N. 55430


Minkara Tezet minkaratezet@gmail.com 37xx Girard Avenue 55412


Mitch Sierra sier0039@gmail.com 4111 Queen Ave N 55412


Molly Budke molly.budke@gmail.com 15xx Russell Ave N 55411


Myra Curry n/a 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412


Nat Harvie natharvie@gmail.com 3714 Emerson Ave. North 55412 -


Natasha Villanueva nvillanuevadrv@gmail.com2306 James Ave N 55411


Nathan Janicek njanicek@hotmail.com 3312 Blaisdell 55408


Neysa Gallagher gallagher.nn@gmail.com 4434 Penn Ave N 55412


Nick Cross nhcross@gmail.com 3614 Vincent Ave N 55412 MFE


Nick Simes nicksimes@gmail.com 1001 Sheridan Ave N 55421


Noah Vaillant 612vaill@gmail.com 2111 Vincent Avenue N 55411


Olivia Livingpie@protonmail.com1718 N Irving Ave 55411


Olivia Sims osteele1331@outlook.com3338 Humboldt Ave n 55412


Patrick Vellia patrick.vellia@gmail.com 433 S 7th St 55415


Per Wiger per.remund.wiger@gmail.com23xx James Ave N 55411


Phillip Showel kerdor@gmail.com 4## 22nd Ave N 55411 MAPE


Phuong Le phuong.le026@proton.me45xx Oliver Ave N 55412







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Rachael Hurrelbrink rrogers461@gmail.com 29xx Vincent avenue north 55411


Rachel Battles rachel.battles@yahoo.com5248 Newton Ave N 55430


Rachel Lps rayelosunshine@gmail.com4322 Knox Ave n 55421 None


Ranae Wilson ranaelantry@gmail.com 12xx Washburn Ave n 55411


Rand P rpflyngmnky@aol.com 2823 Lyndale Ave N 55411


Raquel (Rocki) Simões rockiraquel69@gmail.com1500 Dupont Ave. N., #1S 55411 Afscme 3800


Rebecca Ann Pera rebeccaperacole@gmail.com3522 North Newton Avenue 55412 MFPS (Minnesota Families for Public Schools), Camden High 
Booster Club, SCOTA (Solidarity Committee on the Americas)


Reina Curry zacariasc15@gmail.com 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412


Rin M Cruz rinmcruz@gmail.com 2642 Upton Ave N 55411


Robert Deutsch robert.t.deutsch@gmail.com4007 Russell Avenue North 55412


Robyn Uri rg2422@gmail.com 1522 Emerson Ave North 55411


Rosie LaFond geekycampgirl@gmail.com1535 22nd Ave N 55411 MInneapolis Federation of Educators


Ryan Voss arashi86@gmail.com 4139 Penn Ave N 55412


Sadie Nortin lame_art@yahoo.com 3859 Dupont Ave N 55412 SEIU


Sarah Heller junkofthewoods@protonmail.com4014 Colfax Ave N 55412 None


Sarah Morrison sjean.morrison@gmail.com4416 Russell Ave N 55412


Sarah reely sreely103@gmail.com 30xx Newton Ave N 55411 None


Shan Townsend guardiansun@gmail.com 4907 Knox Ave N 55430 MAPE


Shandella Darring sdarring88@gmail.com 24xx Emerson Avenue North 55411


Shawna Weigh shawna.p.bork@gmail.com4343 Oliver Ave N 55412


Sherman Curry n/a 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412


Sheryl sahybert@hotmail.com 3526 Dupont Avenue North 55412 N/a


Sonia Han hansac01@gmail.com 3444 Xerxes Ave N 55412


Sonya Kuznetsov Duffy sonya.kuznetsov@gmail.com3726 Washburn Ave N 55412 MAPE







Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union


Stephen Pittman flyfisheast@gmail.com 500 w Franklin ave 55405 N/A


Sue Tincher sue@tinchers.net 1608 Emerson Ave N 55411


Suzi Love rockpapersuzi@gmail.com3911 Penn Ave N 55412


Tai Prescott ronaldreaganisab.tch@gmail.com1311 Vincent Ave N #2 55411


Takira Rose takira.rose@gmail.com 23XX James Ave N, Minneapolis, MN 55411


Tara Widner mncowpunk@yahoo.com 4127 Irving Ave N 55412


Ted Sonquist ted.sonquist@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412


TERESA D HARRIS tharris296@gmail.com 3400 Fremont Ave N 55412 Minneapolis public school


Tianna Crane cranetianna@gmail.com 46th and Camden 55412 Private Constituent


Tiffany Dykes tiffany60622@gmail.com 3450 N Bryant Ave 55412


Timothy Otte timothyotte@gmail.com 15xx Russell Ave. N. 55411


Travis Lorentson tlorproductions@gmail.com47th and Emerson Ave N 55430 Concerned neighbor 


Tucker H tuckerhurrelbrink@gmail.com2911 Vincent Ave N 55411 Millwrights Local #548


Tyler Law tylerlaw79@gmail.com 4558 Xerxes Ave N 55412


valerie n/a DuPont Ave N 55412 MAPE


Vincent Butler vincent.ep.butler@gmail.com3905 Lyndale Ave S 55409


Will Reely willreely@gmail.com 3847 Fremont Ave N 55412


William Hoy williamhoy@gmail.com 5222 DUPONT AVE N 55430-3413


Zachary zduwenhoegger@gmail.com4139 Emerson Ave N 55412


Zachary Gonet gonetzach@gmail.com 210 Logan Ave N 55405


Zachary Schroeder zacharydschroeder@gmail.com2939 Buchanan St NE 55418 Unite Here 17







patterns of conduct that undermined public trust and raised serious concerns about policing, 
accountability, and discrimination. 

The DOJ found that the MPD “unlawfully discriminates against Black people and Native 
American people in its enforcement activities, including the using of force following stops”, and 
that “along with the city, discriminates against people with behavioral health disabilities when 
responding to calls for assistance”.

Many of these concerns and issues were first documented by the MN Dept. of Human Rights. 
Given these realities, it is understandable why many Ward 4 residents are skeptical about 
expanding law enforcement surveillance capabilities through a DAFR program.

We are also concerned about the growing normalization of surveillance technologies in public 
life. Large corporations, including Minneapolis-based Target Corp., have played a role in shaping 
and supporting broader security and monitoring ecosystems in urban environments. While 
these systems are often justified as being “for public safety”, their expansion raises serious 
questions about privacy, data use, and long-term impacts on civil liberties.

The proposed Skydio partnership raises additional concerns which cannot be ignored or 
brushed aside. Skydio is a manufacturer of military-grade drones with substantial defense and 
government contracts with both the U.S. military and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Residents 
are concerned about the increasing militarization of local policing tools, and the blurring of lines 
between military-grade technology and civilian law enforcement.

Additionally, the City of Minneapolis is claiming that in the next year, the city will be ~$30 million 
in deficit and that it will be raising property taxes and cutting city services. A budget is not a 
morally neutral document - the city should not be prioritizing purchasing drones for the police 
when we have many more city services that actually help keep us safe and which are potentially 
going to become defunded or underfunded.

As the City of Minneapolis continues to work toward meaningful reform and accountability, we 
should be more cautious about investing in new surveillance technologies and programs before 
clear protections are in place. Everyone deserves to live and work in Wards 4 and 5 free from 
surveillance, and our communities cannot be a testing ground for the additional - and not yet 
known - risks and impacts this technology and program may have.

Given the potential for the misuse of drone technology by the MPD, we the undersigned 
demand that the City and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR.

Thank you for your time and consideration!

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.



Minneapolis Ward 4 & 5 Petition for the 
City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City 
Council (MCC) to Reject Proposed 
“Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) 
Program 
In May of 2026, Minneapolis Ward 4 Councilmember LaTrisha Vetaw initiated the process of 
considering a pilot program for "Drones as First Responders". The program would begin with a 
75-day trial period offered by Skydio, a California-based producer of military-grade drone 
technology. The trial period drones would be housed in Precinct 4 (Ward 5). A public hearing 
and comment period about the program will be held Wednesday July 8th at Minneapolis City 
Hall, at 1:30PM. 

We, the undersigned residents of North Minneapolis (roughly, Wards 4 & 5), do not trust the 
assurances of the MPD that drones would be limited strictly to emergency response and will 
not be repurposed for general surveillance. We do not trust that the MPD would hold itself to 
current local and state laws which govern and limit the use of drones. We demand that the City 
and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR program. 

Given the historical expansion of surveillance infrastructure in Minneapolis and ongoing 
concerns about accountability, we do not believe current safeguards are sufficient to prevent 
misuse or mission creep. Without strong safeguards, transparency, and independent oversight, 
surveillance technologies can be used in ways that erode privacy, increase general public 
surveillance, and further damage community trust.  

These concerns must also be understood in the context of the U.S. Dept of Justice (DOJ) 
findings regarding the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) ca. 2023.  The DOJ documented 
patterns of conduct that undermined public trust and raised serious concerns about policing, 
accountability, and discrimination.  

The DOJ found that the MPD “unlawfully discriminates against Black people and Native 
American people in its enforcement activities, including the using of force following stops”, and 
that “along with the city, discriminates against people with behavioral health disabilities when 
responding to calls for assistance”. 

Many of these concerns and issues were first documented by the MN Dept. of Human Rights. 
Given these realities, it is understandable why many Ward 4 residents are skeptical about 
expanding law enforcement surveillance capabilities through a DAFR program. 



We are also concerned about the growing normalization of surveillance technologies in public 
life. Large corporations, including Minneapolis-based Target Corp., have played a role in shaping 
and supporting broader security and monitoring ecosystems in urban environments. While 
these systems are often justified as being “for public safety”, their expansion raises serious 
questions about privacy, data use, and long-term impacts on civil liberties. 

The proposed Skydio partnership raises additional concerns which cannot be ignored or 
brushed aside. Skydio is a manufacturer of military-grade drones with substantial defense and 
government contracts with both the U.S. military and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Residents 
are concerned about the increasing militarization of local policing tools, and the blurring of lines 
between military-grade technology and civilian law enforcement. 

Additionally, the City of Minneapolis is claiming that in the next year, the city will be ~$30 million 
in deficit and that it will be raising property taxes and cutting city services. A budget is not a 
morally neutral document - the city should not be prioritizing purchasing drones for the police 
when we have many more city services that actually help keep us safe and which are potentially 
going to become defunded or underfunded. 

As the City of Minneapolis continues to work toward meaningful reform and accountability, we 
should be more cautious about investing in new surveillance technologies and programs before 
clear protections are in place. Everyone deserves to live and work in Wards 4 and 5 free from 
surveillance, and our communities cannot be a testing ground for the additional - and not yet 
known - risks and impacts this technology and program may have. 

Given the potential for the misuse of drone technology by the MPD, we the undersigned 
demand that the City and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR. 

Thank you for your time and consideration! 

Relevant Sources: 

https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-open
s-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/ 

https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio 

https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-ta
xes-or-cuts-in-2027/ 

https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf 

 

 
 

https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/
https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf


Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Aaron Fie aaronlewis283@gmail.com4610 Sheridan Ave N 55412

Aaron Hays hays.aaronp@gmail.com 4633 Camden ave n 55412

Adrian Hinman hinmanadrian@gmail.com620 37th Ave N 55412 NALC

AJ Lund ajlund@gmail.com 12xx Vincent Ave N 55411

Albert Hirsch achirsch427@gmail.com 4023 N Bryant Ave 55412

Alesha Schutz aleshaschutz@gmail.com 2135 North 44th Avenue 55412 Na

Alex Berre alexpberre@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Alex Peters apeters97@gmail.com 3847 Dupont Ave N 55412 AFSCME

Alex Poulos adpoulos@gmail.com 4334 Oliver Ave N 55412

Alexandra Dart adart3987@yahoo.com 18xx Thomas Ave N 55411

Alica Whitmore alica.m.whitmore@gmail.com51xx Emerson Ave N 55430 Member in good standing UBC Local 322 

Alicia Losier alicialosier@gmail.com 4006 Thomas Ave N 55412

Alisha Gehrke gehrk037@gmail.com 2130 Bryant Ave N 55411

Alison Meinert meinert.alison@gmail.com45xx Dupont Ave N 55412

Alison Waite waite.alison@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Amanda Supak amandasupak@gmail.com2701 Oliver avenue North 55411 None

Amanda Temple amanda.temple@gmail.com1424 Russell Ave N 55411

Amber Egofske amber.egofske@gmail.com2410 Upton Ave N 55411 Homeowner/community member

Amber Frederick amber4800@me.com 11XX James Ave N 55411

Amy Harlan amharlan3@gmail.com 3843 Dupont Ave N 55412

Anastacya Hink curlywoodstock429@gmail.com2129 51st Av N 55430 ATU 1005

Andrea DAngelo atdx72@gmail.com 4546 Vincent Ave N 55412

Andy Onken onken.andy@gmail.com 33xx Morgan Ave N 55412 MFE 

Angela Rassel angierassel75@gmail.com4245 Newton Ave N 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Angelina McDowell angelina.mcdowell716@gmail.com1326 Girard Ave N 55411

Angie Spencer angie.m.spencer@gmail.com4622 Camden Ave n 55412

Ann Marie Cumella amcumella412@gmail.com3954 sheridan ave n 55412 Self

Anna Teeple amteeple@gmail.com 4330 Thomas Ave N 55412

Anna Werner annarwerner@gmail.com 3435 Emerson Ave N 55412

Anndrea Young younganndrea22@gmail.com2035 West River Rd Apt 609 Minneapolis, MN55411

Anne Forrester anneforrester119@gmail.com1928 Emerson S 55403 MFE 

Anne Wild annekwild4@gmail.com 4933 Dupont Ave North 55430

April Rachuy April.rachuy@gmail.com 5045 Russell Ave N 55430

Ashley Assaf ahumphrey1430@proton.me4110 Russell Ave N 55412

Ashley Krohn ashleykrohn@gmail.com 4007 Russell Ave N 55412 EM/E

Ashley Wagner ashleywagner9999@gmail.com1238 Morgan Ave N 55411

Becca Andreassen andreassenbecca@gmail.com2362 James Ave N 55411

Ben Oney Lenjamin.oney@gmail.com4334 Oliver Ave N 55412

Benjamin Mischo mischo.benjamin@gmail.com5032 upton ave n 55430 Teansters 320

Beth Scaramuzza cutitout.beth@gmail.com 3401 , Penn Ave north 55412

Beth Sullivan-Adams bethadams568@gmail.com1807 Irving Ave N 55411

Bethany Piety bethany.browne@gmail.com3315 Fremont Ave N 55412 MFE 59

Beverly Hinton HINTON0715@gmail.com42XX Oliver Ave N 55412

Bill Cheney n/a 4248 Oliver Ave N 55412

Blake Stuefen blake.stuefen@gmail.com4516 Oakland Ave 55407 N/A

Bob Goonin rgoonin@gmail.com 42XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Bobbie Olson bobbie.olson@gmail.com 3954 Washburn Ave n 55412

Bree Trisler batrisler300@stkate.edu 3228 Thomas Ave N Minneapolis MN 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Brette Deaton melisandetheblack@gmail.com3343 Emerson Ave N 55412 None

Brian McLeod bjmcleod77@gmail.com 3819 Upton Ave N 55412

Brian Vats-Fournier vates001@gmail.com 4320 Newton Ave N 55412 Minneapolis Federation of Educators, Local 59

Briana Lee briana.rose.lee@gmail.com3215 Upton Ave N 55412 Actors Equity Association and IATSE 490

Bridget Thuemmel bridget.thuemmel@gmail.com32xx Vincent Ave N 55412

Brieann Thelen brieannthelen@gmail.com3559 Morgan Ave north 55412

Britt Hanson bhanson@geeksuiteexteriors.com4434 Penn Ave N 55412

Caithryn Garcia caithryngarcia@gmail.com4434 N Penn Ave 55412

Caitlin Hoerner hammer0201@yahoo.com4959 Newton Ave N 55430 MFE

Caitlin Metzel cmetzelspam@gmail.com4010 Russell Ave N 55412

caroline litteken crlitteken@gmail.com 1341 Thomas Ave N 55411

Cass Banker nathan.banker@gmail.com1236 Upton Ave N 55411

Cassandra  Nagle cassandra.j.n@gmail.com3558 Knox Ave N 55412 none

Cassandra Jerde cljerde@gmail.com 6034 Blaisdell Ave S 55419

Cassie Young cassiel.young@gmail.com4711 Colfax Ave N 55411

Catherine Groth catherine.e.groth16@gmail.com4111 Queen Ave North Minneapolis MN 54412

Catherine Karsell c.karsell35@gmail.com 210 Logan Ave N 55405

Cathrin Peets cathrin.peets@gmail.com 51xx Knox Ave N 55430

Cathy Wentzel cawentzel@comcast.net 4035 Queen Ave N 55412 MFT

Charity Baca charityebac@gmail.com 4417 Penn Ave N 55412

Charley Smith charleylowellsmith@gmail.com3458 Lyndale avenue north 55412 Teamsters local 320... Minneapolis family for public schools 

Charli White charlidissman@gmail.com3938 North Xerxes Avenue 55412

Cherel Taylor n/a 4232 Oliver Ave N 55412

Chris Anderson subzorafilm@gmail.com 3XXX Thomas Ave N 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Chris Hochstatter slp2@comcast.net 817 Millwood Ave Roseville MN 55113 Lucy Laney School

chris pederson chrispederson0@gmail.com3726 penn ave n 55412 north side resident

Chris White chris54white@gmail.com 3938 Xerxes Ave N 55412

Chrissy Christina.tingle37@gmail.com41xx James Ave N 55412

Claire Gulseth clairegulseth97@gmail.com643 N 5th St 55401

Clifton Williams growus100fold@gmail.com4639 Dupont Avenue North 55411 Resident

Colton Baldus baldissimoc100@gmail.com4040 15th Ave S 7H 55407

Constance Vork constance@constancevork.com1025 Thomas Ave N 55411 Na

Corbin Olsen corbinhjelle@gmail.com 29xx N Logan Ave 55411

Corinna Obermayr obermayr.corinna@gmail.com3638 Emerson Ave N 55412 MFE

Crysta Oldenburg crystalynnvalkyrie@gmail.com727 Russell Ave N 55411

D.A. Bullock bullymost@gmail.com 3238 Washburn Ave N. Minneapolis, MN. 5541255412 Black Visions

dale bolger dale.bolger1969@gmail.com4239 Irving North 55412 CD5, SD59 director 

Dallas Cornell n/a 4315 Oliver Ave N 55412

Dan Edmonds danedmonds87@gmail.com4010 Russell Ave N. 55412 Minneapolis Federation of Educators 59

Dan Troccoli dantroccoli@gmail.com 2226 Glenwood Ave , Apt.1 55405 MFE 59

Daniel daniel.lacroix62@gmail.com43** James Ave N 55412

Daniel Hermanson danny.hermanson@gmail.com39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Daniel Kuha d.c.kuha@gmail.com 5104 Xerxes Ave N 55430

Danielle de Gregory dadegregory@yahoo.com 2621 Oak Park Ave N, Mpls. 55411 Homeowner

Dave Wallace n/a 41XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Deanna Bussiere deabubba@gmail.com 3835 Colfax Ave N 55412

Deborah Zimmerman-Pederson zimmped@yahoo.com 3818 Sheridan Ave. N 55412

Dena Warrington dwarrington01@gmail.com4251 Upton Ave No 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

DeVon Williams devondorpik@aol.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Doris Young 333bsy@gmail.com 4207 Vincent Ave N 55412

Dr. Xylem Galadhon xylemtg@gmail.com 24XX McNair Ave 55411

Duane Atter duneympls@yahoo.com 4222 Washburn Ave N 55412

Duncan Baker Hurrelbrink duncanhurrelbrink@gmail.com2732 North Vincent Avenue 55411

Ebony Templeton frazzle_spicy_0o@icloud.com3430 List Place 55416

Elijah Roberts elijahroberts011@gmail.com526 Logan Ave N 55405

Eliza O’Brien e.obrien30@gmail.com 36XX 27th Ave S 55406

Elizabeth Lamae Marson elizabethlamae@gmail.com4331 Oliver Ave N 55412

Ellis Johnston sweetellis@gmail.com 5001 Washburn Ave N 55430 MFE

Em Wolyniec emilywolyniec@gmail.com3635 Thomas Ave N 55412

Emily Rasely e.m.rasely@gmail.com 3000 James Ave N 55411 Resident 

Emily Schloesser emily.schloesser@gmail.com2207 N 3rd St 55411 Citizen

Emma Morrow ecliss13@gmail.com 4912 Humboldt Ln 55430

Emma Thompson edannellethompson@gmail.com17xx Newton Ave N 55411

Eric Hauge erichauge@gmail.com 4329 Queen Ave N 55412

Eric Knight knightcraftclothing@yahoo.com2606 Upton Ave N 55411

Ericka Jacobs jericka1203@gmail.com Oliver Ave N 55412 Minneapolis Public Schools 

Evelyn F-K evie4489@duck.com 30XX Morgan Ave N 55411

Everett Deiman everett.deiman@gmail.com44XX Penn Ave N 55412

Flora Elum-Ryu hvostovski96@gmail.com 2639 James Ave N 55411

Frances Mican flmican@gmail.com 41xx Russell Ave N 55412

Gary duluthboats@msn.com 3519 DuPont Ave N 55412

Grace Wagner wagn3997@gmail.com 37XX Russell Avenue N 55412 AFSCME Local 1842



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Greg szindragon@gmail.com Vincent Ave N 55411

Gretchen Lucken gretchenlucken@hotmail.com2204 N Bryant Ave 55411 NA

Hannah Elizabeth Anderson hannah.liz.ward@gmail.com3323 Morgan Ave N 55412

Hannah Fie hannah.fie@gmail.com 4610 Sheridan Ave N 55412

Hannah Jensen hgrace.jensen@gmail.com1607 44th Ave N 55412

Hannah Merrill hcmerrill@gmail.com 3450 Lyndale Ave N 55412

Hannah Pritchard cecile468@gmail.com 1406 Girard Ave N 55411

Hannah Wolff hewolff@proton.me 31XX Logan Ave N 55411 MAPE

Hanrahan hanr0011@gmail.com 728 Queen Ave. N. 55411 MDE

Humberto Martin redhuntingcap1986@gmail.comVincent Ave N between 33rd and 34th 55412 Myself 

Ian ianmcgriff07@gmail.com 36XX OLIVER Ave n 55512

Isabella neterval bellahellonatura@gmail.com35xx 3rd ave S 55408

Isabelle Ibibo isabelleibibo@gmail.com 3911 Bryant Ave N 55412

Isela Xitlali Gomez iselaxitlaligomez@gmail.com3431 Colfax Avenue North 55412

J Cauwels dreadpiratejennie@gmail.com4807 Camden Ave N 55430

J Marina Yoder jmarinayoder@gmail.com 23xx Russell Ave N 55411

Jack jrwilliamsphotography@gmail.com1611 pleasant st mpls mn 55412 Metro deaf school 

Jaclyn Moore jaclynm782@gmail.com 40XX Queen Ave N 55412

James Ryan jameskryan93@gmail.com3914 Bryant Ave N 55412

Janette Corcelius unionhabibti@proton.me 2267 Carter Avenue Unit 3 55108 Twin Cities Democratic Socialists of America

Janiru Herath janiruherath91@gmail.com1401 Girard Avenue N 55411

Jarrod Julius jarrodjulius@gmail.com 1918 Newton Ave N 55411 Minnesota Nurses Association

Jason Bucklin jbucklin@hotmail.com 38xx Upton Ave N 55412 MAPE

Jason Correll Jackson jasoncjackson2020@gmail.com3815 Upton Ave. North 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Jason Tano Mejia tanomejia@gmail.com 4565 upton ave n 55412

Jaycee Cooper coopjcooper@gmail.com 45XX Camden Ave N 55412

Jeanne Burns njeanneburns@proton.me 42XX Oliver Ave N 55412 DFL

Jeanne Torma iamjet1216@msn.com 17xx Irving Ave N 55411 None.

Jeffrey C Cauwels j.cauwels@gmail.com 4807 Camden Avenue North 55430

Jen Wallace jbdreamer@gmail.com 41XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Jenna mrs.jhood143@gmail.com2423 ilion ave n 55412 287

Jennifer Booth jennifermaybooth@gmail.com2512 23rd Ave N 55411

Jennifer Castello excalibur12ny@gmail.com5110 knox Avenue n 55430

Jennifer Klumpp footnotegirl@gmail.com 4006 Washburn Ave N 55412 AFSCME

Jeremy Bradley-Vogt vogt.jeremy@gmail.com 3841 Fremont Ave N 55412

Jeremy Smith jeremytsmith336@gmail.com3906 Russell Ave N 55412

Jesse Gaskell jgaskell87@gmail.com 2410 Upton Ave N 55411

Jessi Mischo jessi@o2i.com 50XX Upton Ave N 55430 TNG-CWA 37002

Jessica Jannusch jessicamjannusch@gmail.com4818 Girard Ave N 55430

Jessica Scott jrscott228@gmail.com 5110 Knox Avenue N, Minneapolis, MN 55430 DFL: Precinct Chair 4-1, SD59 Director 

Jill Waite waite.jill@icloud.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

JoAnna Lodermeier joannaloder@gmail.com 22xx North Bryant Ave 55411

JoHanna Andrews johanna.k.andrews@gmail.com4122 Irving Ave N 55412

John Kivi n/a 4319 Oliver Ave N 55412

Joline Willette joline.willette@gmail.com 36XX Washburn Ave N 55412 MAPE

Jonia Paulson joniawhitney@gmail.com 2946 xerxes ave n 55411

Jordy Figueroa jordyfigueroa95@gmail.com3746 Upton Ave N 55412

Joseph Miller j.sam.miller@gmail.com 3330 Columbus Avenue 55407



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Joshua Hermerding joshermerding@gmail.com3642 Emerson Avenue North 55412 MFE59

Josiah Keach j.keach0@gmail.com 5153 Washburn Ave N 55430

Josie Leon MNUCPS@gmail.com 3814 Dupont Ave N 55412

Judy Susia judith.susia@gmail.com 4633 Camden Ave N 55412

Julia Synowczynski jdfursov@gmail.com 1320 N Vincent ave Minneapolis MN 5541155411

Julianna Harman j-harman@msn.com 39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Kacy Dickinson kacy.dickinson@gmail.com10xx Sheridan Ave N 55411

Kaeli Melin kaeliannsm@gmail.com 3401 Penn Ave N 55412

Kaeli Melin kaeliannsm@gmail.com 3401 Penn Ave N 55412

Kailah Weiss-Weinberg kailah.w.w@gmail.com 38xx Colfax Ave N 55412

Kaitlen osburn kaitlenosburn@proton.me4219 Bryant Ave n 55412

Kate Litzenberg katelitz@gmail.com 2818 18th Ave N 55411

Katherine Jannusch kat.a.ract.84@gmail.com 4818 Girard Ave N 5.54E+02 MPD

Katherine Morgan katherineelizabethmorgan@gmail.con42## Queen Ave N 55412

Kathleen Gialluca k.a.gialluca@gmail.com 1623 Dupont Ave N 55411 Resident

Katie Fogel katielsfritz@gmail.com 34xx Vincent Ave N 55412 MMA

Katy Rollins traynkat@proton.me 2108 Oliver Ave N 55411

Katy Vonk katyvonk@gmail.com 4206 Sheridan Ave N 55412

Kayla Devorak kayla.devorak@gmail.com1614 Upton Ave N 55411 MAPE

Kayla Shappell kaylashappell@gmail.com35XX Humboldt Ave N 55412

Kaytie Kamphoff Kaytie.kamphoff@gmail.com4320 N Newton Ave 55412 MFE59

Kelley Bowler k.bowler@outlook.com 5153 Washburn Av N 55430

Kelly Pier kjpier@gmail.com 3350 N 4th St, Minneapolis, MN 55412

Kelly Tobin krtobin42@gmail.com 3431 North Knox Avenue 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Kendrick Hogue kendrick.cronin@snhu.edu3523 James Ave north 55412

Kevin Gregorius kgregorius@gmail.com 4575 Washburn Avenue N 55412

Kevin Sho n/a 4241 Oliver Ave N 55412

Kiah Van Horne kiahvnahorne@gmail.com2140 Victory Memorial Drove 55412

KITRINA STRATTON kitrinas99@aol.com 3519 Dupont Ave N 55412

Korrina Griffith anirrok101@gmail.com 4015 Colfax Ave N 55412

Kris Johnson kristalahue66@gmail.com4518 North Thomas Avenue 55412 MNA, Camden Booster Club

Krissy Bradbury byssirk@gmail.com 3900 Russell Avenue North 55412

Kristy 3 ayo.clemons@gmail.com 3514 Vincent Ave N 55412

Krystle Englund krystle.englund@gmail.com3240 sheridan ave n 55412

Kyle Rudy signups@kyru.net 3839 Dupont Ave N 55412

LaLinda Xiong xionglalinda@gmail.com 36XX n 4th st 55412

Lara Weiger laraweiger@gmail.com 226 Gramercy Ave 55405 N/A

LaShawn Harris n/a 42XX Oliver Ave N 55412

Laura Cichy wilier-52midden@icloud.com2xxc McNair Avenue North 55411

Laura Gebhard laurie.m.gebhard@gmail.com4550 Morgan Ave N 55412 MFE

Laura Miller lauramiller3042@gmail.com3xxx Colfax ave n 55412

Laurel Winter laurelawinter@gmail.com 1610 Fremont Ave N 55411

Lauren Coleman coleman.lauren90@yahoo.com3308 19th Ave S, Apt 4 55407

Lauren Husting lahusting@gmail.com 2014 Russell Ave n 55411

Lea vogl-jensen ljvogl@gmail.com 27xx 21st ave N.  55411

Leah leahhujik@gmail.com 3514 DuPont Ave N 55412

Leah Arteaga leaharteaga@gmail.com 1300 Washburn Ave N 55411

Leslie Smebak smebak.leslie@gmail.com16XX N Irving Ave 55411



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Lillie Herbst herbstlillie2016@gmail.com41XX Queen Ave N 55412

Lily Dunk lily130472@gmail.com 11XX 10th Ave N 55411

Linda Benson Rawson lindarawson7@gmail.com1114 Washburn Ave N 55411 Resident entrepreneur

Lisa Breu labreu222@gmail.com 1608 Memorial Pkwy 55412

Lorenzo D Serna lorenzo.serna@gmail.com49 Dupont ave n 55430 None

Lou Lynner loulynner@gmail.com 39XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

Luisa Brandao pessol1@gmail.com 1500 Dupont Avenue North 55411

Lydia Bolder Lydiabolder@gmail.com 1806 3rd Ave N 55405

Madeleine Pinkerton mad.pinky3@gmail.com 3117 Portland Ave 55407 Minneapolis Federation of Educators 

Maggie Koerth maggie.koerth@gmail.com1614 Fremont Ave North #2 55411

Maren Misner marenmisner@gmail.com 17xx Upton Ave N 55411

Maria Marino Idsinga mmi4916@gmail.com 3919 Emerson Ave N 55412

Marie LePage marielepage82@gmail.com3522 Emerson Ave N 55412

MARISSA GALAN marissathinds@gmail.com4330 Penn Ave N 55412

Martin Sheeks martin.sheeks@gmail.com8XX WASHBURN Ave N 55411

Marvina Haynes marvinaforward.4@gmail.com4110 Aldrich Ave N 55412 Minnesota Wrongfully convicted judicial reform

mary kwakenat pedal-06.gabs@icloud.com2111 Thomas Ave North 55411-2351 Whimsy on Thomas

Matthew Kunnari matthewkunnari@gmail.com4432 Logan Ave North 55412

Mauricio Cortez Miralrio mcm2002cortez@outlook.com3122 Sheridan Ave N 55411

Maxim Manzo maxim.a.manzo@gmail.com3335 Dupont Ave N. 55412

Megan Meyer meglmey@gmail.com 17xx Dupont Ave N 55411

Megan Peterson megan.jpmap@gmail.comBryant N & Dowling 55412

Mekka Clark n/a 3334 Dupont Ave N 55412

Melanie Shafer melanie.shafer2190@gmail.com4011 Fremont Avenue North 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Melissa Mickelsoh mnmickelson@gmail.com38XX Aldrich Ave N 55412

Melissa Riley melissa2riley@yahoo.com4039 Russell Ave N 55412

Melissa Veres veresmelissa@gmail.com 2901 Vincent Ave N 55411

Michael Hewitt michael.david.hewitt@gmail.com2701 Oliver Ave N 55411

Michelle Buresch michelle.buresch@gmail.com4545 Queen Ave N 55412

Michelle Millard michelletullberg@yahoo.com4426 Penn Ave N 55412

Mikel Christianson cogikel+ward4pa@gmail.com50## Camden Ave. N. 55430

Minkara Tezet minkaratezet@gmail.com 37xx Girard Avenue 55412

Mitch Sierra sier0039@gmail.com 4111 Queen Ave N 55412

Molly Budke molly.budke@gmail.com 15xx Russell Ave N 55411

Myra Curry n/a 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412

Nat Harvie natharvie@gmail.com 3714 Emerson Ave. North 55412 -

Natasha Villanueva nvillanuevadrv@gmail.com2306 James Ave N 55411

Nathan Janicek njanicek@hotmail.com 3312 Blaisdell 55408

Neysa Gallagher gallagher.nn@gmail.com 4434 Penn Ave N 55412

Nick Cross nhcross@gmail.com 3614 Vincent Ave N 55412 MFE

Nick Simes nicksimes@gmail.com 1001 Sheridan Ave N 55421

Noah Vaillant 612vaill@gmail.com 2111 Vincent Avenue N 55411

Olivia Livingpie@protonmail.com1718 N Irving Ave 55411

Olivia Sims osteele1331@outlook.com3338 Humboldt Ave n 55412

Patrick Vellia patrick.vellia@gmail.com 433 S 7th St 55415

Per Wiger per.remund.wiger@gmail.com23xx James Ave N 55411

Phillip Showel kerdor@gmail.com 4## 22nd Ave N 55411 MAPE

Phuong Le phuong.le026@proton.me45xx Oliver Ave N 55412



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Rachael Hurrelbrink rrogers461@gmail.com 29xx Vincent avenue north 55411

Rachel Battles rachel.battles@yahoo.com5248 Newton Ave N 55430

Rachel Lps rayelosunshine@gmail.com4322 Knox Ave n 55421 None

Ranae Wilson ranaelantry@gmail.com 12xx Washburn Ave n 55411

Rand P rpflyngmnky@aol.com 2823 Lyndale Ave N 55411

Raquel (Rocki) Simões rockiraquel69@gmail.com1500 Dupont Ave. N., #1S 55411 Afscme 3800

Rebecca Ann Pera rebeccaperacole@gmail.com3522 North Newton Avenue 55412 MFPS (Minnesota Families for Public Schools), Camden High 
Booster Club, SCOTA (Solidarity Committee on the Americas)

Reina Curry zacariasc15@gmail.com 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412

Rin M Cruz rinmcruz@gmail.com 2642 Upton Ave N 55411

Robert Deutsch robert.t.deutsch@gmail.com4007 Russell Avenue North 55412

Robyn Uri rg2422@gmail.com 1522 Emerson Ave North 55411

Rosie LaFond geekycampgirl@gmail.com1535 22nd Ave N 55411 MInneapolis Federation of Educators

Ryan Voss arashi86@gmail.com 4139 Penn Ave N 55412

Sadie Nortin lame_art@yahoo.com 3859 Dupont Ave N 55412 SEIU

Sarah Heller junkofthewoods@protonmail.com4014 Colfax Ave N 55412 None

Sarah Morrison sjean.morrison@gmail.com4416 Russell Ave N 55412

Sarah reely sreely103@gmail.com 30xx Newton Ave N 55411 None

Shan Townsend guardiansun@gmail.com 4907 Knox Ave N 55430 MAPE

Shandella Darring sdarring88@gmail.com 24xx Emerson Avenue North 55411

Shawna Weigh shawna.p.bork@gmail.com4343 Oliver Ave N 55412

Sherman Curry n/a 4245 Oliver Ave N 55412

Sheryl sahybert@hotmail.com 3526 Dupont Avenue North 55412 N/a

Sonia Han hansac01@gmail.com 3444 Xerxes Ave N 55412

Sonya Kuznetsov Duffy sonya.kuznetsov@gmail.com3726 Washburn Ave N 55412 MAPE



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Stephen Pittman flyfisheast@gmail.com 500 w Franklin ave 55405 N/A

Sue Tincher sue@tinchers.net 1608 Emerson Ave N 55411

Suzi Love rockpapersuzi@gmail.com3911 Penn Ave N 55412

Tai Prescott ronaldreaganisab.tch@gmail.com1311 Vincent Ave N #2 55411

Takira Rose takira.rose@gmail.com 23XX James Ave N, Minneapolis, MN 55411

Tara Widner mncowpunk@yahoo.com 4127 Irving Ave N 55412

Ted Sonquist ted.sonquist@gmail.com 40XX Sheridan Ave N 55412

TERESA D HARRIS tharris296@gmail.com 3400 Fremont Ave N 55412 Minneapolis public school

Tianna Crane cranetianna@gmail.com 46th and Camden 55412 Private Constituent

Tiffany Dykes tiffany60622@gmail.com 3450 N Bryant Ave 55412

Timothy Otte timothyotte@gmail.com 15xx Russell Ave. N. 55411

Travis Lorentson tlorproductions@gmail.com47th and Emerson Ave N 55430 Concerned neighbor 

Tucker H tuckerhurrelbrink@gmail.com2911 Vincent Ave N 55411 Millwrights Local #548

Tyler Law tylerlaw79@gmail.com 4558 Xerxes Ave N 55412

valerie n/a DuPont Ave N 55412 MAPE

Vincent Butler vincent.ep.butler@gmail.com3905 Lyndale Ave S 55409

Will Reely willreely@gmail.com 3847 Fremont Ave N 55412

William Hoy williamhoy@gmail.com 5222 DUPONT AVE N 55430-3413

Zachary zduwenhoegger@gmail.com4139 Emerson Ave N 55412

Zachary Gonet gonetzach@gmail.com 210 Logan Ave N 55405

Zachary Schroeder zacharydschroeder@gmail.com2939 Buchanan St NE 55418 Unite Here 17



Broader Minneapolis Petition for the City 
of Minneapolis and Minneapolis City 
Council (MCC) to Reject Proposed 
“Drones as First Responders” (DAFR) 
Program 
In May of 2026, Minneapolis Ward 4 Councilmember LaTrisha Vetaw initiated the process of 
considering a pilot program for "Drones as First Responders". The program would begin with a 
75-day trial period offered by Skydio, a California-based producer of military-grade drone 
technology. The trial period drones would be housed in Precinct 4 (Ward 5). A public hearing 
and comment period about the program will be held Wednesday July 8th at Minneapolis 
City Hall, at 1:30PM. 

We, the undersigned, do not trust the assurances of the MPD that drones would be 
limited strictly to emergency response and will not be repurposed for general 
surveillance. We do not trust that the MPD would hold itself to current local and state 
laws which govern and limit the use of drones. We demand that the City and the MCC 
reject the proposed DAFR program. 

Given the historical expansion of surveillance infrastructure in Minneapolis and ongoing 
concerns about accountability, we do not believe current safeguards are sufficient to prevent 
misuse or mission creep. Without strong safeguards, transparency, and independent oversight, 
surveillance technologies can be used in ways that erode privacy, increase general public 
surveillance, and further damage community trust.  

These concerns must also be understood in the context of the U.S. Dept of Justice (DOJ) 
findings regarding the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) ca. 2023.  The DOJ documented 
patterns of conduct that undermined public trust and raised serious concerns about policing, 
accountability, and discrimination.  

The DOJ found that the MPD “unlawfully discriminates against Black people and Native 
American people in its enforcement activities, including the using of force following stops”, and 
that “along with the city, discriminates against people with behavioral health disabilities when 
responding to calls for assistance”. 

Many of these concerns and issues were first documented by the MN Dept. of Human Rights. 
Given these realities, it is understandable why many Minneapolis residents are skeptical about 
expanding law enforcement surveillance capabilities through a DAFR program. 



We are also concerned about the growing normalization of surveillance technologies in public 
life. Large corporations, including Minneapolis-based Target Corp., have played a role in 
shaping and supporting broader security and monitoring ecosystems in urban environments. 
While these systems are often justified as being “for public safety”, their expansion raises 
serious questions about privacy, data use, and long-term impacts on civil liberties. 

The proposed Skydio partnership raises additional concerns which cannot be ignored or 
brushed aside. Skydio is a manufacturer of military-grade drones with substantial defense and 
government contracts with both the U.S. military and the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Residents 
are concerned about the increasing militarization of local policing tools, and the blurring of lines 
between military-grade technology and civilian law enforcement. 

Additionally, the City of Minneapolis is claiming that in the next year, the city will be ~$30 million 
in deficit and that it will be raising property taxes and cutting city services. A budget is not a 
morally neutral document - the city should not be prioritizing purchasing drones for the police 
when we have many more city services that actually help keep us safe and which are potentially 
going to become defunded or underfunded. 

As the City of Minneapolis continues to work toward meaningful reform and accountability, we 
should be more cautious about investing in new surveillance technologies and programs before 
clear protections are in place. 

Everyone deserves to live and work in Minneapolis free from surveillance, and our  North 
Minneapolis neighborhoods cannot be a testing ground for the additional - and not yet known - 
risks and impacts this technology and program may have. 

Given the potential for the misuse of drone technology by the MPD, we the undersigned 
demand that the City and the MCC reject the proposed DAFR. 

Thank you for your time and consideration! 

Relevant Sources: 

https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-open
s-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/ 

https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio 

https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-ta
xes-or-cuts-in-2027/ 

https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf 

 

https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/
https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/05/public-safety-or-orwellian-trap-minneapolis-opens-conversation-on-drones-as-first-responders/
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/skydio
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minneapolis-faces-30m-budget-gap-higher-property-taxes-or-cuts-in-2027/
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-06/minneapolis_findings_report.pdf


Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Abigail Chiaokhiao gala.chi0703@proton.me 2310 Aldrich Ave S Apt 302, Minneapolis, MN 55405

Adrita Rahman adrita.rahman@gmail.com2112 Oliver Ave N 55411

AL alexander.r.zyla@gmail.com3xxx 18th Ave S 55407

Alejandro Perez aep.msp@pm.me 3709 42nd Avenue South 55406 US Citizen

Alex alex.mayer.at.hotmail.com@gmail.com3401 Colfax ace S 55408 SEIU

Alice madden alimarmadden@gmail.com33Xx Columbus ave s 55407

Allegra Callanan allegrawallingford@gmail.com40xx 17th Ave S 55407

Amanda Jaeger jaeger.amanda@gmail.com32xx Oakland Ave 55407 UFCW 1189

Amanda Sames amandasames@gmail.com2516 30th Ave S 55406

Ambre Quinn canardcanardcanardgris@duck.com34xx Lincoln St Ne 55418

Amiee Elizabeth eliza72705@gmail.com 5905 Pleasant Ave 55419

Angela Allen DogMama1951@proton.me4033 16th Ave. S. Minneapolis 55407

Anne E Wallick-Bauhof anniewallick@gmail.com 3411 25th ave s 55406

Anne Kosseff-Jones annekosseff@hotmail.com3237 Harriet Ave. 55408

Annette Esquibel Aesquibel11@gmail.com 3035 Bryant Ave S, Minneapolis MN 55408

Anton Largaespada antonalargaespada@gmail.com38XX Nicollet Ave 55409

Asa asajmick@gmail.com 3159 15th ave south 55407

Ash Rose freitagashley@gmail.com 32xx 36th Ave s 55406

Ashley Eliason aaeliason93@gmail.com 3101 E Bde Maka Ska Parkway 55408

Audrey Carlson acetrace@duck.com 2002 Garfield Avr 55405

Barbara Tarrant barmart@icloud.com 38xx 27th Ave S 55406 Community Member



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Ben Meissner bencmeissner@gmail.com3752 10th Ave S 55407

Beth motz motz.bethany@gmail.com3712 29th ave s 55406 Na

Brendan Malone brendanmpls@gmail.com 641 4th ST NE 55413

Bri Smith brismith222@gmail.com 3505 16th Ave. S. 55407

Brianna shuipis bcstachowski@gmail.com28XX Polk street ne 55418

Brionna Harder brionna.harder@gmail.com262 Marshall Ave #1 55102

MFE Local 59 (signing 
as a member, not an 
official representative of 
my union)

Brit Anbacht brit.vulcan@gmail.com 46XX Clinton Ave 55419

Brittani Garner garner.brittani@gmail.com3317 Arthur St, NE 55418

Brooke Reichart brooke.reichart@gmail.com40XX 15th Ave S 55407

C Chase charm.of.hummingbird@gmail.com37xx 29th Ave S 55406

Cali Mastny cali.mastny@gmail.com 34XX Blaisdell Ave 55408

Callan Bradley callan.n.bradley@gmail.com37xx Columbus Ave 55407 Afscme local 529

CAMERON VANBERKUM vanberkumc@gmail.com 220 E 19th St #301 55403

Candace Palmer c.elena.palmer@gmail.com3306 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis 55408 N/A

Cara Hall cara.hall96@gmail.com 45xx 15th Ave S 55407

Carlyn Shanley carlyn.shanley@gmail.com3608 33rd Avenue South 55406 MFE 59

Carol Dungan cdungan9@gmail.com 3956 26th Ave South 55406

Carolyn Segersin carolyn.kibbey@gmail.com5419 38th Ave S 55417

CasiAnna Olson casiannamyne@gmail.com2643 Quincy 55418

ChaRee Headley Redwhipstitch@gmail.com3441 Minnehaha Ave 55406



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Chase nope@nothanks.com 36xx Portland Ave 55407

Chris mccollom95@gmail.com 2652 Marshall St NE 55418 MAPE

Chris Webber blkmesa2@yahoo.com 33XX 20th Ave s 55407 Builder

Christian Heller chellerr@pm.me 2825 Fremont Ave S 55408 DSA

Christina Berteaux nina02424@gmail.com 4590 Balsam Ln N 55442

Christopher Robin ZimmermanCRZ612@gmail.com 1xx Arthur Ave SE 55414 MAPE

Cody Masback cmquacks@duck.com 25XX 11th Ave S 55404

Cole Sarar cole.sarar@gmail.com 37xx Portland Ave S 55407

cory c corujcochrane@gmail.com36XX 11th Ave S 55407 MFE 

Cynthia Matthias cdmatthias@gmail.com 3509 1st Ave S 55408

Dani Brown danielle.brown2992@gmail.com2005 Hazel Court 55082

Daniel Saunders ddominics6@gmail.com 3904 22nd Ave 55408 MAPE

Dave Dash frets.months.1c@icloud.com35xx Fremont ave S 55408

David Schwartz snurri@gmail.com 3253 15th Avenue South 55407

Davis J Terry dterry69@gmail.com 4540 Snelling Ave 54406

Drew Parker drew.p70@gmail.com 3421 Minnehaha Avenue 55406

Dylan Flunker dylanflunker@gmail.com 29xx 39th Avenue south 55406

E. Fellows elleni@gmail.com 34xx Harriet Ave 55408

Eli Sherman e.sherman582@gmail.com800 N 3rd St 55401 Minneapolis DFL

Eliot Yeshaya eliotyeshaya@gmail.com 1825 S 5th St 55454

Elise Foster elise.foster@aol.com 4037 Xenwood Ave S 55416



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Elizabeth Lorton lortonel@pm.me 41XX 43rd. Ave. S. 55406

Elizabyth Ladwig le.umbrella@proton.me 3322 Blaisdell Ave 55408

Ellen Davis ellenjyd@gmail.com 3645 Pillsbury Ave 55409

Elliot Pendragon guppiespuppiesmn@gmail.com2949 4th St Se , Unit 332 55414 Guppies puppies LLC?

Emily Barter erbarter@gmail.com 3039 33rd Ave s 55406

Emmett Doyle emmettdoyle90@gmail.com35xx Snelling Ave 55406 Carpenters Union

Eric Prindle prindleeric@gmail.com 3520 Colfax Ave S 55408

Erik Paulson epsub@hotmail.com 6020 Clinton Ave 55419

Erin Moeller emoeller416@gmail.com 4338 5th Ave S 55409

Erin Peña erinrpena@gmail.com 3609 Grand Ave S Apt 104 55409

Ethan Knight ecknight1748@gmail.com3305 Aldrich ave s 55408 TCDSA

Ethan O’Brien ethanobrien77@gmail.com32xx Tyler St NE 55418

Eva Keller eva.abder.keller@gmail.com34xx 43rd Ave S 55406

Evan Murnan evanmurnan@gmail.com 2525 3rd st NE 55418 None

Forest Seaberg-Wood f.seabergwood@gmail.com4618 Blaisdell Ave 55419

Gaea Dill-D'Ascoli gaeadd@gmail.com 618 7th st se 55414 Iatse local 13

Gweir Glewwe gweirg@gmail.com 2929 21st Avenue South 55407

Hangatu Omar hangatu.omar@gmail.com3513 Dupont Ave S 55408

Hannah Beals-Romero bealsromero.hannah@gmail.com1825 s 5th st 55454

Hannah Hill hillhannahc@gmail.com 52x cedar Ave s 55454

Hannah Logan hmkuether@gmail.com 2530 E 34th St 55406



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Hannah Scherrer hannah.scherrer@gmail.com35XX 36th Ave S 55406

Hannah Schmitt schmitthrose@gmail.com 4233 Chowen Ave S 55410

heather Paulson heatherpaulson1975@gmail.com6020 Clinton Ave. S 55419

I am an MFE member 
but I only speak for 
myself and do not 
necessarily represent the 
views of my union. 

Henos Yonas kombats12345@gmail.com1900 1st Ave S 55403

HJ Hass hanhass30@gmail.com 4029 14th Ave S 55407

Jacob Wagoner jacobcwagoner@gmail.com42xx Park Ave 55407

Jadyn Hayes jchayes29@gmail.com 8033 34th Pl N 55427 N/A

Jake Imholte jdimholte@yahoo.com 51xx 16th Ave S 55417

James Meyers jamesmeyers100@protonmail.com4129 13th Ave S 55407

Jamie Braun jamiebraun46@gmail.com3029 Aldrich Ave 55408

Jarred Andrews jarredjandrews@gmail.com13XX Marquette Avenue 55403

Jaryd ross jarydross@yahoo.com 41xx 7th St se 55414 Afscme

Jay Workman jma.workman@gmail.com734 Monroe St NE 55413

Jaymie L Largent jaylargent@gmail.com 4525 Portland Ave 55407

Jennifer Davis jenniferdavisart@gmail.com55xx 36th Ave S 55417

Jennifer Karle jennikarle@gmail.com 40XX Standish Ave 55407

Jessica gulbrandson jg.ulbrand24@gmail.com 26XX 18th ave s 55407

Jessica Hassler jessica.lynn.hassler@gmail.com3624 28th Ave S 55406

Jill Jacobson jjake61@gmail.com 5644 45th Ave S 55417 MFE 59



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Jillian Holstad jill.holstad@gmail.com 38xx 15th Ave S 55407

John  LaBree jrlabree@gmail.com 44xx Pillsbury Ave S 55419

John Fitzwilliam fitzwilliam@gmail.com 3404 Bloomington Ave 55407

John Moore jmoorejr28@gmail.com 2717 Pleasant Avenue 55408

John Neely john@interwebula.com 42xx 10th Ave S 55407

Jonathan Halter halterjonathan@gmail.com13XX Marquette Ave. 55403

Jonathan J Hansen Shenjanno@gmail.com 3701 42nd Avenue South 55406

Jordynne Rogers jordynne.rogers@gmail.com3731 22nd Ave S 55407-4592

José Felipe Ozuna josefelipeozuna@gmail.com35xx Harriet Ave. 55408

Kaitlin Jones-Muth kaitlin.muth@gmail.com 3520 44th Ave S 55406

Kaitlyn Beimert Kebeimert@gmail.com 35xx Nicollet Ave 55408

Karina karinav2366@gmail.com 38XX Chicago ave 55407

Karli Pikala karliulstrom@gmail.com Xxxx 55418

Kate Long katilong92@gmail.com 3550 E 46th St #423 55406

Kate Sophia kate@kasuso.com 34XX Buchanan St NE 55418

Katherine Powers katherinepowers1998@gmail.com2640 Colfax Ave S 55408

Katherine Shelton kitspam@gmail.com 2317 27th Ave S 55406

Kathleen Raynier katheraynier@yahoo.com 2916 E. 25th Street 55406

katie Capistrant kannxc@gmail.com 3600 11th ave south 55407

Katie Feterl kmfeterl@comcast.net 1600 Jefferson St NE 55413

Katie Herrick Katherrick22@gmail.com 2511 Nicollet Ave, Apt 1 55404



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Katrina Mitchell katrina@seebeautifuleverday.com39xx Elliot Ave 55407

Katy Isenberg katyisen@gmail.com 3550 E 46th Street 55406

Katy Southworth katysouthworth@gmail.com31xx Minnehaha Ave 55406

Kayla Nonnweiler wrenmeetsraven@gmail.com31XX Columbus Ave, Minneapolis MN 55407

Kaz Hover kaz.hover@gmail.com 119 Bedford St SE , Apt 2 55414

Kellie Rock kellierock@gmail.com 3539 Oakland Ave. 55407

Kevin Meyer meyer983@gmail.com 3921 14th Ave S 55407-2738

Kevin Morrison kevmo1516@gmail.com 5324 ELLIOT AVE 55417 Teamsters 320

Kira Kelley kira@climatedefenseproject.org40XX 3rd Ave S 55409

Kirsten Dorn Kirsten.dorn0222@gmail.com3412 Colfax Ave S 55408

Kole Price koolaiden2021@gmail.com507 E 14th Street 55404

Kristin Boynton boynton.kristin@gmail.com455 Central Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414 55414

Kyle Willman kylewillman64@gmail.com19 W 37th Street 55409 MPEA

lane j delafosse mursin21@gmail.com 215 Oak Grove St Apt 310 55403

Laurel Turek laurel.turek@gmail.com 2530 4th St NE 55418

Lauren Goodspeed lauren.goods@gmail.com 35xx 41st Ave S 55406

LB B Benson benson.laura@gmail.com 3001 NE Tyler St 55418-2145 IBEW

Leazah Behrens leabe.84@gmail.com 1317 E 18th St , #1 55404 IATSE 13

Lilli kovaleski klovaleski@gmail.com 410 Groveland ave Minneapolis mn 55403

Lindberg Chambliss lindbergpromo@gmail.com4300 Garfield Ave 55409-1834

Linnea Lopez delphinumlarka@yahoo.com5605 Pillsbury 55419



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Lisa de Felice ljoy283@gmail.com 4030 15th Ave. S, 15C, Minneapolis 55407

Lisa Van Risseghem oct192006@gmail.com 1500 Grand Street NE 55413

Luke Thoennes lukethoennes@gmail.com110 W Grant St 554

Lyla Blythe Lyladark@icloud.com 80 Broadway St NE 55413

Maddy maddyschwartz11@gmail.com507 Ridgewood Ave 55403

Marco Blanco cruzblancomp@gmail.com3700 Aldrich Ave N 55412

Margaret Barbis MplsPeggy@gmail.com 3533 23rd Ave S 55407

Mark Herr mark.z.herr@gmail.com  2633 Girard Ave S 55408

Marla Klein marla@marlaolivia.com 2442 1st Ave S 55404

Mars Robmann waxingwestward@proton.me2850 Cedar Ave S 55407

Mary Ahlquist mary.ahlquist@gmail.com33xx Blaisdell Ave 55408

Mary Grace Lemon mgtlemon@gmail.com 36xx 34th ave 55406

Matt Kuzma matthew.kuzma@gmail.com4128 46th Ave S 55406

Matthew Beckler matthew.beckler@gmail.com60xx 12th Ave S 55417

Matthew Meshulam matt.meshulam@gmail.com3214 35th Ave S 55406

Matthew Ng ngm1673@gmail.com 903 Oakdale Ave 55118

Maura Trout thefamilytrout@gmail.com27xx Fillmore 55418

Meghan Sutter sutterm91@gmail.com 1325 W 27th St 55408

Merlin Ellis ellis666@live.com 111 E Franklin Ave. 55404

Micah Kafka micahkafka60@gmail.com2636 Fremont Ave S 55408

Michael King Anderson mandersonadventures@gmail.com3949 29th Ave 55406



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Michelle Glanville loye.michelle@gmail.com 3229 Buchanan St NE 55418

Miranda Martin andimakes@proton.me 3940 Bloomington Ave 55407

Morgan Hardcastle jmorganhardcastle1@gmail.com1xxx 27th St. NE, Minneapolis 55418

Natasha Rakotz junkjunk1326@gmail.com1973 Sheridan Ave S 55405 MN 50501

Nia Steinhagen niasteinhagen@gmail.com2531 polk street NE 55418

Nick McAndrews nicholas.mcandrews@gmail.com3631 26th Avenue S 55406

Nicole Kiel nicolebrittanykiel@gmail.com1400 Laurel Ave 55403

Nora Weber weber.nj@gmail.com 4515 Cedar Ave S 55407

Patrick McDougle patmc24@gmail.com 4801 Aldrich Ave. S. 55419

Paul Westin paulwestin32@gmail.com39xx 42nd Ave S 55406

Paula Holden prholden@yahoo.com 2311 E. 32nd St 55406

Phil Olson polson55@gmail.com 3748 43rd Ave S 55406

Phil Thelen philthelen24@gmail.com 5937 12th Ave S 55417

Rachael Weiker rlweiker@gmail.com 1627 36th Ave NE 55418

Rachel Bratager rachel.bratager@gmail.com5520 13th Ave S 55417 OPEIU

rachel burt rach.burt2018@gmail.com5732 34th Ave S, 55417

Raeesa Rizwy rfrizwy@gmail.com 3639, Cedar Ave S 55407

Rebecca Barth rebeccabarth82@gmail.com2921 39th Ave s 55406

Rebecca Dickel rebeccaadickel@gmail.com41xx Nokomis Ave 55406 N/A

Rebecca Eventyr lightfootre@gmail.com 3000 E 26th st 55406

Rebecca Johnson rejohnson.stp@gmail.com3538 Harriet Ave 55408



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Rhiannon Arkala rhiannon1996@gmail.com3725 29th Ave South 55406

RIV SHAPIRO rivshapiro@gmail.com 31xx14th Ave S 55407-4210

Robert Lewia robertlewisj@gmail.com 3736 17th ave S 54407 TCDSA

Rola Alkatout roula.alkatout@proton.me3321 21st Ave S 55407

Rose Kessler rosekessler7@gmail.com 3216 24th Avenue south 55406

Ruby Levine ruby.levine@gmail.com 29xx 14th Ave S 55407

Ryan P Harms Rybo71@yahoo.com 5913 28th Ave s 55417

Sage Kaplan-Goland dsagekg@gmail.com 25xx 33rd Ave S 55406

Sagirah Shahid sagirahshahid@gmail.com1367 Willow street Minneapolis mn 55403 New justice, mn labor for 
Palestine 

Sam Belhumer sambelhumer@gmail.com2011 3rd Ave S 55404 UFCW 1189

Sam Ray 2raykapp@gmail.com 2405 25th 55406

Samantha Schley sschley12@gmail.com 1430 Madison St NE 55413 Smart Start MN

Sara Levinger dkmxfka@hotmail.com PO Box 25153 55424

Sarah junkstuffpasta@gmail.com35xx 3rd st 55408

Sarah Bassett-Kim sbkwindom@gmail.com 56xx Grand Ave S 55419

Sarah Combellick-Bidney radfamilies@gmail.com 4035 25th Ave. S. 55406

Sarah Holm sarahmholm@gmail.com 3115 17th Ave S 55407

Sarah VanDusseldorp s.e.vandusseldorp@gmail.com5108 28th Ave S 55417

Seamus McNamara smcnam79@gmail.com 2442 Grand Ave S 55405 SEIU

Shawn Killeen nwahsaviki@gmail.com 5XX E 14th St, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404

Shawny Sena shawnymahalo@gmail.com3305 Bloomington Ave 55407



Name Email Address (can use full address, or ##xx format. ex, 46XX Street Name)ZIP Code Organization / Union

Sheena Heinitz sheemoon13@tutanota.com2317 27th Ave S 55406

Shoshana Gurian-Shermanshoshirosie@gmail.com 3600 17th Avenue South 55407

Sonia Pollock soniapollock0@gmail.com3129 16th ave s 55407

Sophie Geister-Jones gj.sophie@gmail.com 3210 Fillmore Street NE 55418

Sophie Grossman retasuneko@gmail.com 28XX Emerson Ave South 55408

Sophie Klein kleinsophiar@gmail.com 7XX W 37th St 55409

Stacey Carroll stacey.v.carroll@gmail.com23xx 26th Ave S 55406

Stephani Schmidt stephanischmidt13@gmail.com204 Russell Ave S 55405 SURJ-TC

Stephanie Domanski Svdomanski@gmail.com 1922 Benjamin Street NE 55418

Susan Prenovost dahanera@hotmail.com 3123 4th Avenue South 55408

Syneva Barrett syneva.n.barrett@gmail.com3450 Ulysses St. NE 55418

Taelyre winegar taelyre.james@gmail.com3920 Blaisdell Ave apt 2 55409 Decline to answer 

Thomas Lambert forkstory@yahoo.com 653 Jackson st ne 55414 Local 17

Thressa Johnson thressa.isobel@gmail.com3949 39th Ave S 55406

Victoria Perkins vep002@gmail.com 3240 Fremont Avenue South 55408 OPEIU local 12

Wade S Julstrom-Agoyo julstromagoyow@yahoo.com4000 Aldrich Ave. S Apt. 6 55409 TCDSA

Willem Vander Ark willemvanderark@gmail.com2440 Lyndale Ave S 55405

Zachary J Schwartz zack.schwarzz@gmail.com3643 2nd St NE 55418

Zahid Hasan zahid_hasan@alumni.brown.edu1314 Marquette Ave 55403

Zane Awad zaneawad@gmail.com 51xx Cedar Ave S 55417

Zoey Cobb zcobb573@gmail.com 1222 Jefferson St NE 55413
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Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 9:23 AM

2026-0488

As a resident of Ward 4, I watched the recording of the presentation at the
council member hearing and I support this trial drone program. It seems like it
will be a great help for issues where a quick response time is critical. It also
sounds like there will be transparency for the public to see what the drones are
responding to and that is appreciated.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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Public Comment: Meredith Aby
Date: 07/08/26, 10:12 AM

My name is Meredith Aby. I’m the director of Women Agains Military Madness
and I have been a Mpls resident for 30 years. 

Women Agains Military Madness has been organizing agains drones - both
domesically and internationally- since 2012. We see them as weapons of war
and mass surveillance and don’t want them to be used to control and kill
people at home or abroad. Drone attacks cause thousands of fatalities globally
and are a leading cause of civilian casualties in wars. For example, in Sudan,
over 80% of civilian deaths are caused by drones. WAMM activiss have led
protess in the Twin Cities and traveled to Camp Ripley in outsate MN and
even to Boeing’s corporate ofce in Chicago to protes the use and
manufacturing of drones. 

We do not support a contract with Skydio because they proft from the use of
drones as weapons of war in Palesine. In fact the only reason Skydio is a
large company which can aford to entice Mpls with a 75 day free trial is
because they have made bank from killing Palesinians. Any contract with
Skydio would be using tax payer dollars to support a company that not only
sells its drones to apartheid Israel but we would be funding their R and D to
make more drones and therefore more weapons. The people of Mpls do not
want Skydio’s blood on their hands. Passage of this proposal would completely
contradict the 2024 city council resolution which called for a ceasefre in Gaza
and supporting an end to tax dollars contributing to Israel’s attacks.

We do not support the use of Skydio for a “drones as frs responders” pilot
program in Minneapolis. Our city is known throughout the world for the murder
of George Floyd. Since his murder in 2020 the city of Mpls - including the
mayor’s ofce - has done virtually nothing to reign in killer cops. We cannot
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give this police dept access to drones. Without community control of the police
we have no reason to believe that they wouldn’t use them to police black and
brown communities. It would be completely irresponsible for Mpls City Council
to give this police department any technology that could be used for
surveillance on Mpls residents. 

On behalf of the Women Agains Military Madness we join with the Free
Palesine Coalition in their call on the Public Health, Safety & Equity Committee
of City Council to reject this proposal at today’s hearing, and on the whole City
Council reject this proposal entirely at any future votes. The City Council NOT
entangle Minneapolis with any companies tied to genocide or to support the
surveillance of the people of Minneapolis. Thank you.

Ward: Ward 12

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: LOren McGrail
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 10:27:54 AM

 

Public Comment: LOren McGrail
Date: 07/08/26, 10:25 AM

Sky Dio Contract

Minnesota Chrisians for a Free Palesine ask you to vote NO on contract with
Sky Dio

Ward: Ward 9

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Chrisians for a Free Palesine
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 10:34:43 AM

 

Public Comment: Chrisians for a Free Palesine
Date: 07/08/26, 10:30 AM

Skydio contract with Minneapolis Police Department

Minnesota Chrisians for a Free Palesine ask you to vote No on Sky Dio
contract

Ward: Ward 1

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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Public Comment: Jaina Petrovich
Date: 07/08/26, 10:35 AM

2026-0488

I srongly protes the proposed use of drones by the MPD to respond to certain
calls. The MPD already has los the trus of the community after it's
collaboration with federal agents in attacking Twin Cities citizens for months.
The las thing they deserve is to be given access to tools allowing them to spy
on us with impunity. Cops throughout the nation when given access to tools
like this quickly begin to abuse them. How long before we hear of an MPD
ofcer using a drone to spy on an ex-partner, or someone they know? 
The people of our city are sruggling, not the police, the funding for this
program should be divesed back to community programs that provide real
benefts to citizens.
The company the city is considering partnering with also does business with
Israel providing drones to the IDF to surveil their ongoing genocide of the
Palesinians. It would be a grave sin and a sain on any city council member's
reputation to vote to give city dollars to a company so soaked in the blood of
innocents.

Ward: Ward 9
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Public Comment: Andrew Schumacher
Date: 07/08/26, 10:41 AM

SkyDio Drone Program

Hi, thanks for reading my comment. 

I am a homeowner in Minneapolis. I feel incredibly uncomfortable with
corporate fascis technology being used inside our city. 

I'm conceptually open-minded to the city of Minneapolis using drones or even
AI monitoring and telemetry. I jus don't accept that the data generated from
these drones is going to SkyDio servers. 

I jus don't accept that corporate servers will sore our day-to-day lives in
Minneapolis. The next occupation will be even more brutal if this infrasructure
is created for the fasciss. 

If Minneapolis had a municipal data center that was regulated by our locality,
protected by our locality, then I would be very open-minded. 

However, if the Minneapolis government thinks that they can give city tax
money to a hardware manufacturer that was involved in the Gaza genocide
then the city of Minneapolis can make a bad decision that I don't support. That
I would be unwilling to support in the future. That it would consider every
month's I pay my mortgage and taxes. 

As of right now, I don't trus the city of Minneapolis to be a subject matter,
expertise in aligned and governed AI sysems. I don't trus Minneapolis in being
complicit with authoritarian power projection. The city of Minneapolis failed
when it's citizens had to pull the slack.

Ward: Ward 4
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Public Comment: Carol Dungan
Date: 07/08/26, 10:52 AM

Skidio Drones for MPD

Time after time, MPD had proven itself to be untrusworthy with the city’s
money and community. The very idea that we would enable further
unwarranted surveillance and abuse of our community by supplying them
drone capability is repulsive to every metric of a healthy city and democracy.
The opportunities for this tech to be used to harass and salk the public are
already making national news. I oppose this contract in the sronges possible
way.

Ward: Ward 12
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Shalee Cole Mauleón
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 11:39:30 AM

 

Public Comment: Shalee Cole Mauleón
Date: 07/08/26, 11:36 AM

2026-0488

Hello, my name is Shalee Cole Mauleón, I living in Ward 4, Representative
Vetaw's ward. She has shared on Facebook the claims this company makes
about the drones, as well as the insisance of this being a free pilot program
with assurances agains surveillance. I appreciate her sharing this information,
but write to share my opposition to this program. 

I do not trus he claims made by this company that this will not be used for
surveillance of our community. I have seen police technology used in ward 4
and have not been made to feel safe by it. I think it is too easy for this
technology to misused even for sated good purposes. At wors, I think it, the
ai, and the humans using it will make misakes that will target the innocent and
harm our community members. At bes, I believe that it will be a nuisance to
our community. 

I am also incredibly disurbed that this company has supplied similar drones to
the IDF to help commit genocide agains Palesinians. It has been well
documented that the technology and training piloted by the IDF agains
Palesinians always comes back to the US to harm particularly Black and
brown people in the United States. 

This program really terrifes me, so I mus urge the council and Representative
Vetaw in particular to please vote agains. I oppose this program for the high
risk and potential for great harm it will cause our community. Please provide
care, not drones to the Northside. 

Thank you,
Shalee
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Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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Public Comment: Deborah Fiscus
Date: 07/08/26, 11:31 AM

Skydio

Skydio drones are a very bad idea.
Don't implement them

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Sean Fagan
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 11:27:37 AM

 

Public Comment: Sean Fagan
Date: 07/08/26, 11:22 AM

At bes, the use of surveillance drones is unethical and only serves to enact
unease. At wors, they will be used inappropriately to more heavily police
minorities and oppressed members of society as a weapon. This is a shameful
proposal. I would vote no to this if I had citizens to protect.

Ward: 

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:45:27 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: Kirby Crow
Date: 07/08/26, 1:43 PM

My name is Kirby (she/they/ey pronouns) and I am a Ward 6 consituent, a
local community leader and proud third generation healthcare worker with
experience in adult inpatient psychiatry, community services, case
management and rehabilitation programs. 

I’m concerned about the SkyDio proposal because it disracts us from the
research-backed public safety initiatives our city desperately needs. It simply is
big tech marketing a “big tech solution” for a capacity issue that requires real
people with real expertise and professional experience. Especially when this
“big tech solution” is a euphemism for militarized technology that is used in the
genocide agains Palesinians and to engage in surveillance of anti-fascis
protesors. 

Insead I want us to focus on police and public safety initiatives that we
desperately need like a DV frs responder program. 

There was a DV incident while I was walking my dog in my Ward. Ofcers were
30 minutes late and the ofcer (due to burnout) immediately gave up after 5
minute conversation. While I was able to get a name, the victims relationship,
build trus, the ofcer got nothing. We sill are a city dealing with the police
misconduct of Allison Lussier and 

Firs Responders are healthcare professionals. AI will never be a frs
responder. A drone or any machine for that matter will never be a frs
responder. Say No to SkyDio. Say No to contracts with companies who proft
of genocide. AND SAY YES to create a DV public safety program so the world
doesn’t lose any more precious lives like Allison Lussier and Mariah Samuels.
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Thank you.

Ward: Ward 6

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)

-
Public Comment: Nikolai
Date: 07/08/26, 1:43 PM

2026-00609

The Minneapolis Police Department mus not be allowed to have access to
new surveillance drones. The police have repeatedly abused their power, and
should not be trused with such power. These drones have been used to
surveil anti ICE protesers. We do not need more surveillance in Minneapolis. If
these drones are introduced, we will have even less privacy, and people’s
rights will be cracked down on even more. The MPD can not be trused with
these. The MPD are known for violating rights of the people of Minneapolis and
can not be trused with more surveillance power. A vote in favor of these
drones is a vote agains the wellbeing of the people of Minneapolis.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:41:41 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 1:38 PM

2026-0488

Use of drones represents an unnecessary gross and disgusing invasion of
peace privacy and respect it is advised that the city not turn itself into a war
zone bees nes of these ofensive machines. Thank you.

Ward: Ward 5

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: (2 entries)
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 12:32:29 PM

 

Public Comment: (2 entries)
Public Comment: Joseph Conway
Date: 07/08/26, 12:31 PM

2026-00609 Contract with Skydio, Inc. for a drones-as-frs-responder pilot
program

Re: Contract with Skydio, Inc. for a drones-as-frs-responder pilot program 

I have very serious issues with this proposed program. AI powered surveillance
drones pose signifcant concerns for privacy, civil liberties, and accountability.
These sysems enable widespread monitoring of individuals without their
knowledge or consent, and these concerns are amplifed when drones are
used for policing. Minneapolis police have not yet earned enough community
trus to be given these tools, particularly where there are hisories of over-
policing, racial disparities, or civil rights abuses. Introducing powerful
surveillance technologies before esablishing srong community confdence will
only lead to further harm and potentially serve as another mechanism for
unchecked monitoring rather than a tool for public safety. At the same time,
surveillance drones do nothing to address the underlying issues of poverty and
income inequality and would insead continue the practice of excessive
surveillance of some of the city’s poores residents. 

Furthermore, the fnancial incentives for private military tech companies like
Skydio are to EXPAND the adoption of surveillance sysems which will only
encourage broader monitoring capabilities without regard for privacy, civil
liberties, or community consent. We don’t have enough information about how
the tools operate, what data they collect, or how accuracy and bias are
evaluated to honesly assess whether the benefts of this tech outweigh its
potential for serious harm. It’s easy to dismiss these concerns by saying that
“Skydio will follow sate data collection laws” but we know companies break the
law every day. We cannot trus a company that has recently been walking back
it’s commitments to the safe use of its own tech: Skydio CEO Adam Bry
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recently went on The Verge’s Decoder podcas and made a satement
disancing the company from their own previously published principles;
principles that sated Skydio would not put weapons on their drones. This is not
a company Minneapolis should be trusing with our safety.

Lasly, perhaps mos importantly, this pilot is being proposed after Minneapolis
was (and is sill being) subjected to unprecedented violence at the hands of
federal law enforcement, who are using AI powered surveillance tech to abuse
and violate the civil rights Minnesotans. We can reasonably assume that
Skydio, as a military drone technology company, will almos certainly roll over
to the current adminisration and surrender access to sensitive data for the
promise of future defense contracts. We cannot in good conscience hand over
any amount of tax money, city data, or access to Skydio for the illusion of
‘peace of mind’. 
A contract with Skydio will not lead to a safer city and will insead put our
community at risk for harm and abuse while eroding our civil rights. We can
sop this intrusion of surveillance tech now by saying no to this program and by
saying no to military tech companies like Skydio.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)

-
Public Comment: Deborah Fiscus
Date: 07/08/26, 12:30 PM

Skydio

No to Skydio.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)

 



From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Emily
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 12:41:33 PM

 

Public Comment: Emily
Date: 07/08/26, 12:39 PM

2026-0488

I am appalled to hear that the city council is voting on whether to use drones
from Skydio. How did this idea even come up before city council? this is
preposerous. 

Private citizens should not have a big government watching their every move.

It's time for the big government to sop treating us like inmates. we are
supposed to have freedom. 

the person who proposed this ought to feel ashamed.

Ward: Ward 4

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Jamie Tysseling
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:09:39 PM

 

Public Comment: Jamie Tysseling
Date: 07/08/26, 1:07 PM

2026-0488

I live across the river but spend plenty of time in Minneapolis; I’ll be heavily
reconsidering that if we’re adding feets of drones to the already overly large
array of surveillance tools monitoring our every move. Please, don’t be a
pioneer in this.

Ward: I do not reside in Minneapolis

I don't know, share with all City Council
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment: Joanna
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:23:51 PM

 

Public Comment: Joanna
Date: 07/08/26, 1:20 PM

2026-00609, 2026-00488

I am very concerned about the Drones as frs responders program and do not
agree with it. Skydio is not a reputable company and I don't trus them with the
safety of our communities.

This is in reference to LIMS 2026-00609 and 2026-00488. Please prioritize the
safety and wellness of our communities and do not contract with Skydio.

Ward: Ward 6

I don't know, share with all City Council
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Public Comment
Row 15

Date Created 07/08/26 12:53 PM

Saved

Name

Issue/File 2026-0488

Comment For the love of god PLEASE do not let the police use Skydio
drones as first responders. If you need me to explain how terrible
of an idea that is, we are already doomed.

Ward

Meeting Type City Council

Council Committee I don't know, share with all City Council

Independent Body

Board/Commission

Created By web-form@smartsheet.com

Modified 07/08/26 12:53 PM

Modified By web-form@smartsheet.com
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Public Comment
Row 10

Date Created 07/08/26 1:14 PM

Saved

Name Andrea Johnson

Issue/File 2026-0488

Comment please do not use sky drones!!! Especially the same ones that
are being used to slaughter Palestinians!!! RIDICULOUS THAT
THIS IS EVEN BEING CONSIDERED!!!!

Ward Ward 8

Meeting Type City Council

Council Committee I don't know, share with all City Council

Independent Body

Board/Commission

Created By web-form@smartsheet.com
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Public Comment
Row 16

Date Created 07/08/26 12:52 PM

Saved

Name Noggle Rachel

Issue/File 2026-0488

Comment File number 2026-0488: do not vote to allow drones as first
responders. This is ridiculous and won't provide greater safety. If
officers want to use drones for missing persons in the woods,
they can use them for that. Also stop forcing us to fund police
toys and instead appropriate money for something that will
improve the community. I don't need any more money going to
cops sitting around in their cars all day watching movies on
overtime....

Ward Ward 10

Meeting Type City Council

Council Committee I don't know, share with all City Council

Independent Body

Board/Commission

Created By web-form@smartsheet.com

Modified 07/08/26 12:52 PM

Modified By web-form@smartsheet.com
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From: Grant Johnson via Smartsheet
To: Council Comment
Subject: Public Comment:
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:38:16 PM

 

Public Comment:
Date: 07/08/26, 1:35 PM

As a resident of Ward 4 in North Minneapolis, I am voicing my adamant
opposition to the proposed Skydio contract with the city (LIM# 2026-00609)
and the use of drones as frs responders pilot program (LIM# 2026-00488).
For sarters, a company so intimately involved in orchesrating the genocide of
Palesinians has no place in our city. And the use of such technology to surveil
our community in Northside shows a complete lack of humanity towards our
residents.

I urge you to vote agains both of these proposed plans.

Ward: Ward 4

Public Health, Safety & Equity (PHSE)
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From: Sarah Heller
To: Council Comment
Cc: Payne, Elliott; Ward 2; Ward 3; Vetaw, LaTrisha; Warren, Pearll Y; Osman, Jamal; Shaffer, Elizabeth A;

Stevenson, Soren D; Chavez, Jason; Ward 10; Whiting, Jamison; Chowdhury, Aurin; Palmisano, Linea
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DAFR Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 11:23:51 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from greatnorthwood@proton.me. Learn why this
is important

Good morning. The following comment is from my husband, Gabe Heller. He asked that I submit it
on his behalf. We live in Camden (Ward 4).

See you soon.
--------------------
I have lived in North for nearly 20 years. I have had people dump things illegally on my property,
things as big as cars. So I am concerned with both illegal dumping and chop shops. But the
solution to these problems are not drones, certainly not police drones. The solution to these
problems is the police getting off their duffs and doing their jobs for once.

The last time someone dumped a car in my yard and I called the police, they showed up, shone a
spotlight in my eyes and yelled at me "this better be stolen or else it's your responsibility." Those
are not the words or actions of a policeman who would be willing to stake out an illegal chop shop
or serial dumper in order to catch them in the act, as we would hope they would. Those are not
the words and actions of a man who I want to have access to a drone. That is not a man who
would use that drone to catch the people who are illegally dumping stuff in my yard. That is a man
who will use that drone to catch me not mowing my lawn during "No Mow May" and call his buddy
in City Inspections to make sure I get fined for it. Those are the words of a man who solves
problems by killing the messenger.

The problem with the Minneapolis Police is not that they don't have drones. The problem is that
they don't trust the citizens of Minneapolis. They don't trust me. And I don't trust them either. My
experience is that most of the time, when I call them, they don't show up, and if they do, they don't
solve the problem I called them about, in fact they're liable to make it worse or cause even more
problems. And people wonder why Northsiders don't call the police at the drop of a hat like folks in
some other neighborhoods do. And sure we have a consent decree that is supposed to solve that
eventually, but until it IS solved I do not want the police that I have dealt with in this city to have
access to drones.

And if boots on the ground is just not a practical way to solve these problems and the only solution
is increased surveillance, I want that surveillance placed in the hands of the community, so we
can decide what is a problem serious enough that solving it is worth sharing our information with
the police.

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.

-------

1-

mailto:greatnorthwood@proton.me
mailto:councilcomment@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:elliott.payne@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Ward2@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Ward3@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:latrisha.vetaw@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:pearll.warren@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:jamal.osman@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:elizabeth.shaffer@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:soren.stevenson@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:jason.chavez@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Ward10@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Jamison.Whiting@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:aurin.chowdhury@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Linea.Palmisano@minneapolismn.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Liz Opp
To: Council Comment
Cc: Payne, Elliott; Ward 2; Ward 3; Vetaw, LaTrisha; Warren, Pearll Y; Osman, Jamal; Shaffer, Elizabeth A;

Stevenson, Soren D; Chavez, Jason; Ward 10; Whiting, Jamison; Chowdhury, Aurin; Palmisano, Linea
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written statement: Against proposal to use drones as First Responders (File 2026-0048 ??)
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 8:11:10 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lizopp@proton.me. Learn why this is
important

My name is Elizabeth (Liz) Oppenheimer. I use she/her and they/them as pronouns. I
live in a racially diverse, age diverse, and class diverse neighborhood, at 4252 Oliver
Ave N, in Ward 4, a part of the city of Minneapolis with one of the densest populations
of Black and Brown residents. On my block are at least 4 BIPOC households. 

For the record, I and everyone with whom I have communicated directly about this
proposal have reported that no one asked if we wanted a drones program for first
responders. No one I have interacted with ever even heard that such a program was
being proposed until about two weeks ago.

I am strongly against the concept of using drones as first responders, especially
drones from a company that currently uses them for military operations. When will the
militarization of our city's police draw down for good? 

Regardless of zip code, ancestral home, immigration status, social class background,
or station in society, we all deserve to feel safe in Minneapolis, relying on how it is
that we define safety for ourselves, not by elected officials or developers. We
deserve to be treated with dignity, again as we define it; to have our privacy protected
as we go about our lives; and to trust that the City of Minneapolis, its employees, its
police department, and its City Council will honor agreements and contracts made in
good faith.  

Summary of reasons I am against using drones as first responders:
1. Unequal comparisons to other cities already using the technology
2. Lack of trust with MPD in general 
3. Past record of MPD's misuse of technology
4. Current and recent issues with technology like the Apple Watch and

Amazon's Ring doorbell cameras, especially regarding facial recognition
technology

5. The consent decree and disconcerting items in a recent summary of the City's
court enforceable agreement

6. Columbia Heights' recent unanimous vote by its City Council to cancel its
contract with Flock due to privacy concerns

7. False sense of urgency
8. Funds need to be directed to restore social safety nets impacted by federal

cuts and federal withholding of funds for Medicaid, SNAP, rent relief, childcare,
health insurance, and more. 

I have heard the argument and rationale that programs for Drones as First
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Responders are already used successfully in other cities across the US, including in
the greater Twin Cities metro area. Well, those cities don't have the history that
Minneapolis does: the Jamar Clarks, the Terrance Franklins, the George Floyds.
Other cities don't have their police departments operating under a consent decree.
Other cities haven't had peaceful protesters surveilled by their city's police
department using technology outside of the confines of contracts and beyond the
original mission and intent of the technology. 

I became interested in the police and in their right use of technology when there was
growing interest in using body cameras as a way to record the interactions between
officers and the community members they were sworn to protect. So I went to a public
hearing about 10 or 12 years ago of this very same committee back then, my first at
City Hall meeting, back when I lived in south Minneapolis and Andrew Johnson was
my city councilmember. 

During that hearing, I was surrounded by uniformed officers who had guns holstered
and legible name badges pinned on their shirts. Some were having quiet
conversations right next to me. That's when I heard one officer say to another officer,
"They're going to give us body cameras and we will just break them." I made sure to
look at the name badge of the officer as my mind scrambled to think who I could talk
to...

I was stunned by what I had heard. I still am, just by recalling that exchange. 

Somehow I found my way to Andrew Johnson's office and told him. He and I
brainstormed who else should know about this comment and the officer who had
made it. Ultimately, I spoke to an attorney and to the deputy police chief at the
time, Medaria Arradondo. Later I learned that the officer had been disciplined, though
I don't know to what extent. 

Police officers and 911 dispatchers have broken my trust and that of the community
over and over again. Peaceful protesters in Minneapolis, including friends of mine,
have been harassed, arrested, or charged because police have illegally and
unethically used technology to surveil them, as reported by MIT's Technology Review
and its investigative series, especially in the wake of George Floyd's murder. MIT's
Technology Review has an article with this quote: 

<<The [advanced technology tools and] system spread far beyond the confines
of its publicly declared mission, and gathered personal data on journalists and
demonstrators. And it's not going anywhere: by all indications, the system is
built to last.>>

Makes my stomach turn.

(See: https://www.technologyreview.com/supertopic/secret-police-surveillance-
investigation-minnesota/)
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Another story:  Within a few months of moving into my north Minneapolis home,
neighbors pled with a 911 dispatcher and insisted they send a mental health crisis
unit to where a Black man who was hitting himself with a brick. 911 could not do that.
Neighbors insisted that since the police had to go to the scene, they would need to
arrive with their guns in their holsters; they would need to be told that witnesses were
not afraid for their safety; and the police should also know that a number of us would
be using our phones to videotape the encounter. Think about that, how little trust in
the police did most of the residents and witnesses have, not trusting quote unquote
"peace officers" to do the right thing and to treat this man with dignity and respect? 

Given these first hand experiences that I've had, and that others in this room have
had, why in the name of our Black and Brown neighbors would we be okay with
entrusting the MPD and other city officials with even more technology--militarized
technology-- that could lead to greater harm? 

I have two other points of deep concern: 

1. Current and recent limitations with technology: 

Like the Apple Watch that initially could not accurately take measurements from a
Black or Brown person's skin, and like Amazon's Ring doorbell cameras that
stepped over the line regarding facial data privacy when scanning faces,
<https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/06/04/amazon-ring-lawsuit-facial-
data-privacy/90404040007/> there is research that points to how facial recognition
technology, like what might be used in drones that are dispatched to troublesome
scenes, "routinely perform worse when attempting to
detect Black and brown faces."
(sources: https://www.mozillafoundation.org/en/blog/facial-recognition-
bias/ and https://defendernetwork.com/news/ai-bias-black-community/)

My question is this:  

Why would Minneapolis pursue technology that gets things wrong
because of racial bias built into the programming, and yet have human
first responders trust it and implement it anyway?

2. It seems that the consent decree between the Minnesota Dept of Human Rights
and the City of Minneapolis mirrors concerns that are illuminated by way of the
proposal to use drones as first responders. A few years ago, the MN Dept of Human
Rights held focus groups within the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) and
among community members across Minneapolis. One of the findings was that, quote,
"MPD officers shared they lack confidence in and/or are frequently frustrated by
MPD’s information and technology systems."  

It stands to reason that the police department's confidence in technology and
new systems isn't going to be built by bringing in more technology.

• 
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Another finding from parallel focus groups with community members is this:
"Community members want MPD to move ... to a culture that prioritizes
humanity... and [they] want MPD to prioritize building relationships."  

It stands to reason that a move toward a culture that prioritizes humanity and
relationships won't occur with military-style drones--or with any technology or
devices that are deployed without the clear consent of residents, especially those in
neighborhoods that have historically been targeted by police; and a lack of confidence
in technology isn't addressed by bringing in more technology.
 (Source: https://mn.gov/mdhr/mpd/agreement/)

My additional question is this:

Why would putting even more technology into the care and responsibility
of the police be a good idea, before there are more independent reviews
about how things are going with the existing consent decree, and before
learning if community trust is being earned by the police department's
actions? Wouldn't that be putting the technological cart before the
proverbial horse?   (https://mn.gov/mdhr/mpd/agreement/)

To whit:  Columbia Heights City Hall recently voted unanimously to remove the Flock
cameras from their city because of privacy concerns.
(Source: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/06/09/columbia-heights-city-council-
votes-end-flock-safety-camera-contract)

I also have a concern about if a false sense of urgency may be driving this desire to
use drones as first responders. To me, catching someone dumping trash, leaves, or
snow illegally, or doing "illegal" auto repair doesn't need police and first responders. It
needs neighbors talking with neighbors to intervene; it needs better city
services and a change in culture that respects everyone's dignity and sense of
caring for one another and our property. Nuisance activities don't need police to
charge, detain, or arrest people engaging in those activities. I called the city to ask
what I should do when I saw trash dumped in my alley; I wasn't going to call the
police or expect a drone to be dispatched. And monitoring vacant buildings doesn't
need a drone; vacant buildings can be rehabbed and turned into public or affordable
housing, especially for our unhoused neighbors who have hit upon increasingly
difficult times. 

Funds don't need to be poured into a department that has broken so many of our trust
and belief in them. We need funds to address the needs of Minneapolis residents who
have seen their Medicaid cut, their SNAP benefits evaporate, their rental rates go sky
high, their healthcare costs and grocery costs inflate where parents have to choose
between paying for food or paying for rent.  The list goes on.

I'll repeat myself: I was initially interested in the right use of technology, and I very
quickly learned, with an hour or two of internet-based research, that police officers
often sought ways to undermine the technology or resist its implementation--until they
learned how they could expand its use and get away with it. 
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Let's not drone on about all of this:  No drones in Minneapolis!!

TO BE CLEAR -- I have no distrust of the Fire Department. If they were to use the
technology for their own needs, I'd have more empathy for and more confidence in
using the de-militarized technology to address fires and searching for missing people.
But putting drone technology into the care of police when they already have
proved to have overstepped and misused or abused tech before is immoral and
unjust.

I say No drones in Minneapolis!

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth A Oppenheimer
4252 Oliver Ave N.
Ward 4 resident

[EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the City of Minneapolis. Please exercise caution when opening
links or attachments.
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